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Is it really one of the two things we are certain of?
It’s that time of year again. There is always so much talk about taxes.
How we work about half the year just to pay our share, Warren Buffet
piping in and saying he should pay more taxes. (And then Chris Christie
saying “go ahead”!) A government which is too big. It isn’t an issue of not
paying enough taxes…it’s the matter of getting our spending under control. It goes on and on. I know this… your government surely can use the
money. A wonderful loophole that hasn’t closed yet is church giving
which is tax deductible. So if you feel bad about paying all those taxes,
you may feel better about giving to the church. Deductions usually make
me feel better than paying more taxes. As a current member of the
church's Stewardship Committee, I heartily recommend the “giving” option to our beloved church.
One statement which has held up over time is: only two things are certain. Death and taxes. But are we really sure that those are the only two
things? As I try to gain a better understanding on life and faith, I am not
so sure that’s the case. What about what direction the sun rises and
sets? What about gravity or other laws of physics and nature? I am
betting there are more absolutes than just those two items. Are there
certainties in your life that merit taking a harder look at? I seem to be
doing more and more of that and it’s rather fun!
Below are some anecdotes on this matter of taxes. Sometimes a small dose of
humor makes the pill a little easier to swallow.
“If you make any money, the government shoves you in the creek once a year with it in
your pockets, and all that don't get wet you can keep.” ~ Will Rogers
“The taxpayer - that's someone who works for the federal government but doesn't have
to take the civil service examination.” ~ Ronald Reagan
“I'm proud to pay taxes in the United States; the only thing is, I could be just as proud for
half the money.” ~ Arthur Godfrey
“You don't pay taxes - they take taxes.” ~ Chris Rock
“It's income tax time again, Americans: time to gather up those receipts, get out those
tax forms, sharpen up that pencil, and stab yourself in the aorta.” ~ Dave Barry
“Our tax code is so long it makes War and Peace seem breezy.” ~Steven LaTourette
“Be thankful we're not getting all the government we're paying for.” ~ Will Rogers

I don’t want to be the source of indigestion during fellowship, so I ‘ll quit
while I’m behind.
Wes
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Gathered
to Share
God’s Love.

Mom’s Morning
On Wednesday, April 13, Mom’s
Morning will meet at 10 am at
Veterans Park in Bettendorf. If
you are the mom, parent, or
caregiver of a little one please
join us!

Book Group
CAPITAL DAMES; THE CIVIL
WAR AND THE WOMEN OF
WASHINGTON 1848-1868

Youth Group Spring Mission Project
On Saturday, April 9, the Youth Group will assemble into
“Spring Clean Teams” and work at the outdoor spaces of
the highest bidders! Online bidding for “Spring Clean
Teams” can be found at fccmoline.org OR call the church
office to place a bid. Silent auction bidding will close April
2. A live auction for the remaining teams will be during Fellowship Sunday, April 3. Consider bidding to support the
Youth Group Spring Mission Project, or make a donation
by calling the Church office or donating online at fccmoline.org and indicate “YG Spring Mission Project.”
All proceeds go towards the Youth Group’s chosen charity
of St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

Are you intrigued by history? Our
next book delves into the lives of
influential women in the Civil
War years. Two years ago we
attended a lecture at St. Ambrose University presented by
Cokie Roberts, a political commentator for ABC News and NPR.
We were fascinated by her
knowledgeable presentation and
decided to read the book.
So...for the month of April we
will read and discuss the fascinating stories about the
"increasing independence and
political empowerment, honoring the indispensable role of
Washington D.C.'s women in
strengthening the city while
keeping lines of communication
open with their Southern sisters,
and in facilitating healing once
the fighting was done." It’s a
well-researched book.

Get a copy of the book and
join us. Bring lunch, tea or
coffee and enjoy the camaraderie, 12:30 - 2:30 pm, each
Wednesday in the Parlor.
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Vacation Bible School
Gear up for an over-the-top underground adventure at this year’s
VBS: Cave Quest! June 6-10 from 9 am to noon our children will
explore the rock-solid foundation of God’s love, a love that takes us
through life’s dark times. Ages 3 years old to 6th grade are invited
as participants, while older youth are encouraged to join in the fun
as “Junior Counselors.” Go to fccmoline.org to register!

VBS Volunteers
Its that time of year again…
CALLING ALL VBS VOLUNTEERS!
Last year was such a great VBS
success, we need YOU to volunteer to make this year a success
as well! Contact Becca at
becca@fccmoline.org to be a
part of the VBS fun!
June 6-10 from 9 am to noon

Place to Be
On Wednesday April 20 the Place to Be welcomes presenter Ginny Manske as she discusses the
“How’s and Why’s of Childhood Behavior.” All are welcome to gather in the Son Café at 5:30 pm to
enjoy dinner together. At 6 pm Adults will participate in the program presented by Ginny Manske,
while the children enjoy an activity exploring Bible truths. Plan to attend because FCC is the Place
to Be!

Women’s Connection
When the calendar turns to April, we are lucky enough to watch
God’s creation wake from its winter hibernation. April showers do
bring May flowers. Trees miraculously turn green and come to life
while little baby birds and animals are born. Life seems renewed! As
we embrace this new spring beginning, let us also enjoy the glow of
our lantern on our journey and seek out new friendships, too.

Mark your calendar for May 7 because with spring comes the annual
Tulip Luncheon, FCC Women’s Connection extravaganza. The dining
rooms will be alive with color, tiny miniature displays, excitement
and activity. All those attending will be charmed by Ellie Klingbiel’s
program on Miniatures and the annual Silent Auction. Contact the
church office or sign up at various places to make your reservation
for this year’s Tiny Tulip Luncheon. You won’t want to miss this
event which is open to all women of FCC no matter your age.

Thank you!

Ginny Larsen (with the
help of Jim Moorhusen
and Paul Renaud) who led
us in search of treasures
on the tour of First
Congregational Church. It
was the Place to Be with
almost 70 participants
(including many children)
who found those treasures along the way under
Ginny’s expert guidance,
and even learned facts
that make our church truly
special. Thanks Ginny!
You’re our treasure!
Leanne Satterthwaite,
Chairman along with
Board Members -Jeanne
Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie
King, Ginny Larsen, Mary
Mahar, Ann Millman and
new members – Marcia
Renaud and Carole Smith.

As plans are being finalized for the Tiny Tulip Luncheon, Nancy Keller
is collecting items for the Silent Auction, FCC Women’s Connection
annual fundraiser. To contribute to the Silent Auction, simply drop
off your items in the church office from now until May 4. Auction
items will be placed in the locked Projects Room for safe-keeping
until the luncheon. Sample donations include dishes, jewelry,
pictures, purses, housewares, etc. Please include your name with
your donated item and thank you!
AND as we continue to carry our lantern and look ahead to our last
event of the year:
Calling all artists! Once again, Women’s Connection is working with
Family Ministry for May’s Place to Be program. On Wednesday, May
18, France Driscal will be leading all participants in a hands-on
painting class. Let your inner artist out and stay tuned for details as
the plans for this exciting program come together.
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Financial Summary—February 2016
 February pledge income was $3,449 over budget. Usually we see a drop off in pledge income in the first quarter which is why I budgeted lower amounts these first few months.
That drop off didn’t happen this year!
 Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $9,631
 The majority of the expenses were right in line with where we expect them to be. Expenses this month included the annual payment to continue using One Call.
 First quarter is looking great! Keep getting those pledges in as we are on track to a fantastic year!
 Overall, expenses are $15,118 under budget.
Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org

Pledge Income
Offerings
Other Income
TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME/LOSS

FEBRUARY
$26,066
1,247
16,119
$43,432

FEBRUARY
BUDGET
$22,617
1,500
17,167
$41,284

-$39,754
$3,678

-$46,729
-$5,445

YEAR TO DATE
$51,235
2,787
33,146
$87,168

BUDGET TO
DATE
$40,667
2,090
34,780
$77,537

-$74,847
$12,321

-$89,965
-$12,428

Worship Services
Sunday School 9 am
Worship 10 am
Fellowship 11 am
Phone: 309-762-0787
E-mail:
fccmoline@fccmoline.org
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