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Advent Festival | Dec. 4th
Plan to attend the annual Advent Festival on Sunday, December 4th.
The potluck begins at 5pm, please bring a dish to share and CE Board
will serve a Holiday Ham. After dinner, enjoy holiday craft stations with the
children of FCC. All our welcome at this wonderful family event, bring your
friends or grandchildren to enjoy the festivities!

Pastoralia
I introduce our second Confirmation assignment, the “Elder
Interview,” with the following:
There are a lot of wonderful people in the congregation who have long
and faithfully supported the church. Our church is big enough, that it is
easy to attend for years without meeting people who are not friends or
relatives of your family. The purpose of this assignment is to give you an
opportunity to meet some of these people. I trust they will inspire you-they sure inspire me :)

It is a joy to share these interviews with you--two this month, two
next month. I trust you will find as much hope in them as I do.

Confirmation Interviews
Maya Wennekamp and Rosemary Graham
I interviewed Rosemary Graham. Rosemary worked on the Rock
Island Arsenal until her first son was born. She now has two sons.
She was born in Davenport, but moved to Tipton, Iowa. When she
lived in Tipton she went to church with her aunt because her mom was
in the choir. When she moved back to the Quad Cities she went to St.
John’s Methodist Church in Davenport, where she got
confirmed. Then she and her friends moved into an apartment
together and eventually all of her friends got married. One of her
friends and her fiancé didn’t have a house, so she let them live in the
apartment, and she moved into her father’s house.
When she was little her mother and father divorced, so it was the first
time she had lived with her father since she was little. By that time
her father had remarried. Her step mom belonged to this church, and she started going her with her.
Rosemary started coming to the membership classes, and she didn’t know if she could answer the
questions. The pastor said if you want to come you can; if you don’t you don’t. She came the Sunday
that they announced the members. That day she became a member and has been a member ever
since. Her favorite season is Christmas and the church feels like family to her.
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Katherine Gass and Pam Wendt
I had the amazing opportunity to interview Pam Wendt. Pam was born
in Moline and attended Garfield Elementary, John Deere Middle, Moline High School, and North Carolina State College. She is currently
a real estate agent. Her first job was a youth director at YMCA. In her
free time, Pam likes to golf, walk, read, and play with her grandkids.
She has three grandkids named Kendall, Carson, and Jack. Kendall
is 14, Carson is 11, and Jack is 8. According to Pam, Kendall is very
focused and determined, Carson is a social butterfly, and Jack is super
smart. Pam loves to do volunteer for Toys for Tots, Junior Achievement,
Church, and YMCA.
Pam shared her first car, a reddish-orange Volkswagen Beetle, with
her older brother, Steve. The first car she bought with her own money
was a baby blue Volkswagen Beetle. The first house she lived in with
her husband was her husband’s parent’s house. Then, her son moved into that house with his wife
and kids and Pam built a house next door. When Pam was younger, her favorite subject was science
and she loved sports, cheerleading, being with her friends, and being involved in student congress.
Her favorite pet was a dog named Zander that she shared with her daughter. She had other pets, but
Zander was the most special to her. Pam has been to 48 different countries and wants to go to Paris
and Brazil soon. Her favorite foods include anything stir-fried, shrimp, fish, steak, chicken, vegetables,
salad, and chips.

Rylee Warpehoski and Barbara Johnson
I had the great opportunity to interview Barbara Johnson. Barbara grew up in Monmouth. She attended Garfield Elementary School and Monmouth High School. For college, she attended Monmouth
college which had a beautiful campus and is where her parents, aunts, and uncles went. Her first job
was at a dress shop, and she later worked as a kindergarten and first grade teacher in Long Beach,
California. Barbara has a younger sister, and 2 girls of her own. Her first pet was dog named tina.
Barbara wanted a dog so bad, that when a couple drove by with a dog, she emptied out her bank and
paid 3 dollars for the flea covered dog. Keep in mind, Barbara was home alone.
She joined a church in Monmouth when she was 12, and joined FCC in the 70s or 80s, whenever
Dick Nye was the pastor. In her confirmation class, there was 3 boys and another girl. Barbara said
you think you would enjoy that, (the 3 boys), but they were nerdy. Her favorite thing about this church
is that she loves the pastor and has lots of friends here. She had tried other churches, but the day
she walked in, she knew she was home. Finally, the most important thing you will learn about Barbara
is that her FAVORITE place is Halfners.
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Thanksgiving Baskets
Thank you for your Generosity and Commitment!
63		
$3,316		
104 		
Gobs & Gobs

People contributed financially.
Money raised to fund the program.
Baskets distributed to our neighbors.
Number of our folks who participated.

FCC Logo Apparel
Christmas is right around the corner and we have the perfect gift. Sweatshirts and long sleeve t-shirts
for the whole family! Order forms are available for pick-up in the church office or on our Facebook
page. Please contact Erin in the office, 309-762-0787 if you have any questions regarding your order.
We will notify you when your order is in for pick-up. Payment will be due when you pick-up your items.
Deadline for orders is Dec. 5th.
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Place to Be | Christmas Caroling
Dec. 7th
Meet on Wednesday, December 7th to spread Christmas
cheer throughout the FCC neighborhoods! Dinner will be
served at 5:30pm then we will head out to carol around the
church, then return for hot cocoa.

Youth Group | Giving Tree Shopping | Dec. 10th
The Youth Group will gather at the entrance to Target on
John Deere Road on Saturday, December, 10th at 5:30pm.
We will be shopping for gifts for children in need this holiday
season, then return to the church (in the new MINIBUS!!) for
dinner and present wrapping. The evening will be complete at
8:00pm.

Check Request Process
As we enter a busy season in the church with all of the holiday events we want to provide a
reminder of how the check request process works for anything you might need reimbursement
for or need to provide payment to someone for services rendered.
•

As a general rule, please submit a check request 2 weeks prior to the check needed date.

•

Checks are usually cut on the last business day of the week.

•

All checks require 2 signatures which is done by Sara Otta on the day the check is cut and
an authorized church member on Sunday morning.

•

Checks are then available on Monday morning.

•

The 2 signature requirement means a little bit of planning is needed if you need a check.
Unfortunately, a check can not be cut on the spot and cash can not be provided.
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Giving Tree
Each year at this time, in preparation for Christmas, the Giving
Tree has arrives in our Library so together we can share the
light of Christ with our neighbors. Members from our Outreach
and Mission Board will help with the three-step process. First,
select a name tag from the Giving Tree. The name tag includes
items needed and sizing information. Second, on the sign up
sheet, locate the corresponding name tag information and write
your name and phone number next to it. Third, purchase, wrap,
and return your gifts by December 13th.

Adult Forum

Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. in Fellowship Hall as we welcome various speakers from the
Quad City Area.
Dec. 4th - Dan McNeil, Spring Forward Learning Center
Dec. 11th - Lt. Jeanette Jensen, Salvation Army
Dec. 18th - Sister Mary Ann Vogel, Attacking Trafficking
Dec. 25th - No Session, Christmas
Jan. 1st - No Session, New Years Day
Jan. 8th - Mike Coyne-Logan, Living Lands and Waters
Jan. 15th - David Sonneville, Western Illinois Area Agency on Aging
Jan. 22nd - Twink Jan-McMahon, Wisconsin Urban Wood
Jan. 29th - Steve Schippers, Abrazos film
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Winter Relief for Refugees a Success
On Saturday, November 5, World Relief sent us families that will be experiencing a cold winter for the
first time. They came from six countries: Tanzania, Zambia, Rwanda, Barmar, Myammar, and Congo.
With the help of Ginny Larsen, Laura Miller, Pam Wendt, Susi Llewellyn and Dave our photographer,
families did their shopping for complete outfits. Along with a warm coat, we encouraged everyone to
get a scarf, all the boots were taken, and any leftover clothing was donated to The Wardrobe, a
ministry of our Methodist neighbors where all clothing is given away at no cost. Thank you to all who
donated and helped with this charitable ministry.

Red Wagon | Thank you
Thank you to our FCC Church family for your
support. You are all awesome! Our Birdies for
Charities brought in $1,745.32 These monies
will provide for the Nicole Smith Scholarship
fund which is now at a balance of $7,991.58.
We are very thankful for all of you!
-The Red Wagon Staff & Board of Directors

A Christmas Messiah
The 90-minute performance of the selections
that focus on the Christmas story presentations
are on two dates: Saturday, December 11 at
7:00 p.m. and also Sunday, December 12 at
2:00 p.m. Augustana College’s Centennial Hall,
3703 7th Avenue in Rock Island, Illinois. Four
members of the FCC Chancel Choir will be
performing. Come support our members!
Contact the Augustana College Ticket Office
at (309) 794-7306 or www.augustana.edu.

Book Group

ADVENT-TO-EPIPHANY EMPHASIS ON JESUS’ BIRTH
We have chosen The First Christmas: What the Gospels Really
Teach About Jesus’s Birth by Marcus Borg and John Dominic
Crossan for our next book. We will read and discuss the stories of
the first Christmas, genealogy, conception, and birth in David’s city
of Bethlehem. We plan to finish the book the week of Epiphany with
the sections on light, fulfillment and joy!
We will meet each Wednesday in December at 12:30 pm in the
Parlor and conclude the book on January 4, 2017. Bring a lunch or
a make a mug of coffee or tea here at the church and join us as we
delve into this seasonal topic: The birth of Jesus.
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Women’s Connection
Lantern is still lighting our way to the
birth of Jesus Christ . . .keep watching for the star.
Our lantern led us in November to the Congregators meeting where First Congregational’s version of
the ANTIQUE ROADSHOW was held. Dick Taber, estate appraiser, held the attention of 50 persons
who attended. He informed each of the history of their object and the approximate value. It was
agreed by all this program should be given again. We would like to thank all who participated.

Candy Cane Tea -- Dec. 3rd, 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m.
Holiday time is just around the corner and it is not too late to do
some baking of holiday cookies and baked items for the pantry.
Some suggested items might be: cookies, cakes, breads, rolls,
jams, jellies, etc. Donations need to be at the church on or
before December 2nd at 9:00 a.m. Also, please plan to attend
the tea and join with your friends in relaxing and in preparing
yourself to celebrate the coming birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Women’s Connection Board:
Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen,
Mary Mahar, Ann Millman, Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman

Minibus Drivers Needed
Rides to church are provided each Sunday and to
special church events. Three additional drivers are
needed to create a workable driving rotation. Please
contact the office if interested (office@fccmoline.org;
309-762-0787).

Bus Funds

As of 11/22, $13,062 has been contributed
to fund our new minibus--leaving $9,438
funds to be raised.
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Christmas Decorating Team | Thank you
Advent has begun! Our sanctuary has been decorated by many loving hands. Thank you to everyone
who helped on Saturday, Nov. 26th.
-Nancy Lackey, Spiritual Engagement Chairman

Christmas Poinsettias
Red and white poinsettias will adorn our sanctuary during the month of December. If you would like to
give a flower in memory of a loved one, contact the church office, 309-762-0787 or by email
office@fccmoline.org. You may also pick up a form for poinsettias in the church office, order online
with this link, Poinsettia Order Form or use the form below to order your poinsettia. A donation of $10
is requested.

Christmas Poinsettias

Red and white poinsettias will adorn our sanctuary during the month of December.
If you would like to give a flower in memory
of a loved one, please indicate below and return by December 13th.
A $10.00 donation is requested. The church will order the poinsettias.

Please return to the church office.
Given in Memory of
Given by
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Financial Summary -- October 2016

•

Estimates of Giving for 2017
o As of 11/21 we have received 93 pledges for $204,973.
o We are $135,027 away from our goal of $340,000 in pledged giving.
o Your giving estimate can be dropped in the offering plate, called, or emailed to the office.
• October pledge income was $1,084 over budget. Pledge income year to date is over budget by
$28,123!
Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $16,094.
• Pledges have been coming in much more consistently through the months this year. At the end of
October we have usually received about 72% of pledge income for the year. This year we have
received 85% of pledge income for the year!
• Overall, monthly expenses were right in line with what was expected.
• A laptop was purchased for the office to make it easier to work on finishing the website re-design
and provide some work space flexibility.
• Christian Education expenses were high during the month for the donation made to Kids Against
Hunger QC which was a very successful program. Their year to date expenses are right on budget.
• Spiritual Engagement Board purchased stoles for Emily Davis’ ordination.
• Outreach and Mission made our annual payment to Our Church’s Wider Mission and also made a
donation to Kids Against Hunger QC.
• Overall, expenses are $36,433 under budget. And year to date we have a net income of $32,626.
Submitted by:
Sara Otta, Financial Manager
sarao@fccmoline.org
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