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Valentine’s Day.

Love in our lives.

There is an air of uncertainty surrounding the origination, recognition, and celebration of Valentine’s Day. St Valentine’s Day began as a liturgical celebration of
one or more early Christian saints named Valentinus. A popular account of St.
Valentine of Rome states that he was imprisoned for performing weddings for
soldiers who were forbidden to marry and for ministering to Christians, who
were persecuted under the Roman Empire. According to legend, during his imprisonment, he healed the daughter of his jailer, Asterius. An embellishment to
this story states that before his execution he wrote her a letter signed, “Your
Valentine” as a farewell. And so it began.
Some folks believe the more modern celebration was
invented by florists, Hallmark cards, chocolatiers, and
restaurateurs. Regardless, isn’t it a wonderful custom? It got me thinking of all the kinds of love there
is and the areas in our lives that we hold so dear. It
comes in many shapes and sizes. Your pets, family,
friends, books, music, singing, theater, movies, foods,
spouses/significant others, students, teachers, keepsakes, memories, the weather, sunsets, the ocean,
seasons, sports, and a comfortable pair of shoes.
Love in our lives is a wonderful thing and I want you to know I love you, our
faith, and our church. Happy Valentine’s Day!
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Wes
• “Forget love - I'd rather fall in chocolate!” - Sandra J. Dykes
• “Love one another and you will be happy. It's as simple and as difficult as
that.” - Michael Leunig
• “Love must be as much a light, as it is a flame.” - Henry David Thoreau
• “Love is the condition in which the happiness of another person is essential to
your own.” ~Robert Heinlein
• “Love is, above all, the gift of oneself.” - Jean Anouilh
• “It is astonishing how little one feels alone when one loves.” - John Bulwer
• “You know you're in love when you don't want to fall asleep because reality is
finally better than your dreams.” - Dr. Seuss

Gathered
to Share
God’s Love.

Women’s Connection
Valentine’s Day is synonymous with February and love.
We give bright red valentines to our loved ones. Conversation heart candies convey messages of love, and children deliver valentines to classroom friends. Our lantern
with its soft glow continues to lead us through winter,
and as the days get a bit longer, we can see that spring
just might be out there on the horizon. Let us share not
only that valentine with each other, but also our time
and fellowship as we grow in friendship.
Women’s Connection is hosting an Academy Awards Party! Join the fun as
Sarah Mrock hosts our own red carpet afternoon to commemorate Hollywood’s best on Saturday, February 20 at 1 pm. We will watch a movie, share
in some movie trivia, and munch on popcorn and theater treats. What a great
relaxing way to enjoy a winter’s afternoon.
As we continue to carry our lantern and look ahead to our next event:
Do you know how many floors are at church? Did you know we have three
kitchens? And why is Abraham Lincoln’s statue in the sanctuary? Find your
Indiana Jones hat, binoculars and a walking stick! Ginny Larsen, a longtime
member and past secretary of FCC will lead us all on a Walking Tour to discover hidden treasures of our church. Women’s Connection will work together
with Family Ministry to bring everyone this informative and fun adventure
during March’s Place to Be on March 16!

Thank you!
Women’s Connection thank
you to Bev Leinfelder who
hosted January's Sip and
Whatever activity. On one
bitter cold Sunday afternoon in January, ladies
knitted, stitched, sorted
pictures, enjoyed the beautiful buffet of goodies and
of course, talked! A great
time was had by all in
attendance as we shared
projects and conversations
as well as enjoyed the
beauty of nature in Bev's
backyard. Thanks, Bev!
Leanne Satterthwaite,
Chairman along with Board
Members -Jeanne Gale,
Nancy Keller, Susie King,
Ginny Larsen, Mary Mahar
and Ann Millman.

February: Lenten Book Study Begins
Our Lenten book selection is The Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach
About Jesus' Final Days in Jerusalem, authors are Marcus J. Borg and John
Dominic Crossan, 2007, 238 pages. "Top Jesus scholars Marcus J. Borg and
John Dominic Crossan join together to reveal a radical and little-known Jesus.
As both authors reacted to and responded to questions about the movie, The
Passion of Christ, they discovered that many Christians are unclear on the
details of events during the week leading up to Jesus's crucifixion."
We will read and discuss this book on Wednesdays at 12:30-2:30 pm in the
Parlor, February 10, 17, and 24. Get a copy of the book and come join us.
The first Wednesday in February, the 3rd, we will meet in the Parlor to watch
the movie, "Tea With Mussolini", 1999, about 2 hours in length. Takes place
in Italy; stars include Judi Dench, Cher, Joan Plowright, Maggie Smith, Lily
Tomlin, among others.Maggie Smith won the BAFTA Best Supporting Actress
for her role in 2000. It has both a humorous and serious side. Quite enjoyable!
We are happy to welcome anyone interested in either of these opportunities
in the bleakness of winter...closing in on Spring! The fellowship is grand and
the discussions usually lively!
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Financial Summary—December 2015
 Thank you for all of your support throughout 2015!
 We finished the year $16,908 under budget on pledge income. Total receipts for the year
look like they are over budget because at year end we re-allocated the endowment interest
earnings from the building fund over to the general fund to cover the year end deficit.
 Year to date expenses finished out the year $23,247 under budget. Thankfully, we did not
have any expensive, unexpected repair items pop up this year.
 As of 1/15/16 we have 151 pledge units for total pledge income of $314,021 for 2016.
 If you have not submitted a pledge for 2016 yet, it is not too late! You may contact me at any
time with a pledge commitment.
 As we focus on 2016 & beyond with the 100 year anniversary of the church building approaching we have a very positive outlook on the future of the church and we are very thankful for all the ways you contribute to our ministries.
Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org

Pledge Income
Offerings
Other Income
TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME/LOSS

DECEMBER
$32,508
6,792
88,352
$127,652

DECEMBER
BUDGET
$42,192
8,000
8,831
$59,023

-$56,777
$70,876

-$54,201
$4,822

YEAR TO DATE
$287,051
30,190
175,174
$492,415

BUDGET TO
DATE
$303,959
25,000
102,041
$431,000

-$502,928
-$10,513

-$526,175
-$95,175

Youth Group
The Youth Group will be helping to prepare and serve
the Valentine’s Dinner, with all proceeds helping to
fund the summer youth mission trip. All Youth Group
members should plan to arrive at church kitchen at
4:30 pm on Sunday, February 14.
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Worship Services

Place to Be

Sunday School 9 am
Worship 10 am
Fellowship 11 am

Last month Courtney Miller led a fun family yoga practice, this month Courtney will return to lead a program
focusing on overall health and wellness. Mark your calendars to attend the next Place to Be on Wednesday,
February 17 at 5:30 pm.

Phone: 309-762-0787
E-mail:
fccmoline@fccmoline.org

