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First Congregational Church
Café Corner
Resolve and Vince
Life on this earth is not easy. My father used to say, “life is tough
enough even when things are going great!” I think we all might find
some truth in that. Our health, our families, our jobs, our interactions
with others and even the challenges we face as a church to serve our
Lord and community all come to mind.
One of the great leaders of our time was Vince Lombardi. He thrived
when others fell short. His resolve and quest for excellence defined
him. I am providing some quotes from Mr. Lombardi with the hope
when you need a shot of strength and resolution, you might find it in
some of his words. He reminds me a lot of Coach Bob Reade, the prolific football coach at Augie who led them to 4 national championships;
a feat that will remain on the record books for some time to
come. Simple men who carried themselves with distinction who packed
a powerful message.
I hope at some point these quotes will give you strength.
Wes
"The spirit, the will to win, and the will to endure are the things that
endure. These qualities are so much more important than the events
that occur.”
“Success is based upon a spiritual quality, a power to inspire others.”
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“Once you learn to quit, it becomes a habit.”
“The measure of who we are is what we do with what we have.”
“Success is never final. Failure is never fatal. It’s courage that counts.”
“We would accomplish many more things if we did not think of them as
impossible.”
“It’s not whether you get knocked down, it’s whether you get up.”
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Gathered
to Share
God’s Love.

Women’s Connection
Lantern shines brightly . . .
In September, the Women's Connection's Lantern led our way to the
NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) Walk. Thank you to our team
leader and to all who participated by walking and/or by generous contributions. The money collected goes to support the ongoing programs for
families who are challenged by mental illness in some form.
Our Lantern is leading us toward November. . .

Have you recently cleaned out the attic (as I have been doing), basement or garage? Did you find a trinket or item you think might be an
antique? Would you like to find out? A few years ago, First Congregational sponsored its version of Antiques Roadshow, and due to an
overwhelming response, we are doing it again!
This program is being held in conjunction with Congregators on November 10. Dick
Taber, our antiques expert, will evaluate our antiques. As we are limited to only one item
per person, it’s time to start "shopping" your antiques/collectibles to find the special piece
you would like to know more about, and to learn of its approximate value. The potluck
dinner begins promptly at 6 p.m. and the program at 7 pm (you might want to arrive a few
minutes early). Reservations need to be made by calling Jan Bjurstrom, 309-762-4603, or
Don Shearer, 309-496-3099 or email d23shearer@aol.com. When making your reservation,
indicate whether you will be bringing vegetable (no potatoes), salad or dessert. You will
need to bring your own table service, and there will be a nominal fee of $4 per person to
help defer expenses for the entrée.
We would love to have a large attendance. Remember, time is fleeting. Keep digging
through those dusty boxes to find your "antique", and before you know it, you will have
cleaned the attic or basement.
November is also time to remember our students who are away at college with a "Care
Package". The packages will be a godsend during finals week. "Goodies" might include any
of the following: Ramen noodle packages, single serve packages of crackers, soup, cookies,
juice, candy, Spaghetti O's, etc. Donations, clearly labeled “College Care Packages”, can be
placed in the basket in the church office and the Son Cafe. Deadline is Monday, November
21. Donations will be packed and shipped by the end of November. Does the
church office have the names and addresses of your college students? Confirm your student's information with Erin at 309.762.0787 or
erin@fccmoline.org.
Keep following the Lantern to see where it will lead us . . .
The Women's Connection Board: Jeanne Gale, Nancy Keller, Susie King, Ginny Larsen, Mary
Mahar, Ann Millman, Marcia Renaud, Leanne Satterthwaite, and Carole Smith, Chairman
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Book Group
AUTUMN IS HERE; TIME TO SHARE MORE READING TIME!
This month we have a variety of things to do within our Book
Group. We will finish Austen Ivereigh's book, The Great Reformer:
Francis & The Making of a Radical Pope on October 12.
We will watch the movie "The Mission”, on October 19. This movie "gives insight into what
was happening in 18th Century Paraguay 'The Mission', tells the inspiring, tragic story of the
century-long civilization that emerged from the encounter between Jesuits and the Guarani
natives". It stars Jeremy Irons, Robert DeNiro and Liam Neeson, all who play priests and
brothers in the Jesuit missions. It is a 1986 film. Pope Francis was a Jesuit.
On October 26 we will begin our new selection, Did God Kill Jesus? Searching for Love in History's Most Famous Execution, by Tony Jones. Mr. Jones is a theologian, professor and writer.
Among other things he teaches at Fuller Theological Seminary and United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. Mr. Jones looks beyond medieval convictions and liberates how we
see Jesus's death on the cross from this restrictive paradigm. Christians today must transcend
the shame and guilt that have shaped conceptions of the human soul and made us fearful of
God, and replace them with love, grace, and joyfulness, which better expresses what the
cross is really about.

Mr. Jones will be speaking at 4 pm, Sunday, Nov. 13 at St. Paul Lutheran Church in Davenport.
Many of us from Book Group plan to attend his lecture that day.
Come join us for times of discussion, laughter, camaraderie....and learning! We meet each
Wednesday from 12:30 - 2:30 pm in the FCC Parlor.

Mobile Food Pantry
Mark Saturday, October 8 on your calendar for the Mobile Food Pantry in the FCC north parking lot. This is the second mobile pantry that Outreach and Mission is sponsoring after the
successful June pantry at which 55 volunteers helped 152 families gather groceries for their
families. The food was passed out in about two hours in a farmer’s market style of distribution all coordinated and provided by the River Bend Foodbank.
There are a variety of jobs for volunteers from heavy lifting and wagon dragging to greeting
people, registration, handing out food, and helping people find their way. To sign up, contact
the office at 309-762-0787 or at MobileFoodPantry@fccmoline.org.
Volunteers should arrive at 9:45 am and park in the south parking lot. We have a few jobs for
those who can come earlier and then need to leave, so let us know and we will work with
you. Our children have been a great help, so please include them in this outreach mission. We
should be all cleaned up and out of there by 1 pm.
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Youth Group
The Youth Group will assemble from 6-8 pm on Saturday ,October 15 in the Mitchell Youth
Room. We will have a great time playing games around the church! Dinner will be served and
friends are invited. Let Becca know your youths are attending at becca@fccmoline.org .

Kids Against Hunger Packing Event
The Place to Be will host a packing event on
Wednesday, October 19 from 6-7 pm, with dinner preceding the meal packaging at 5:30 pm.
We need 50 volunteers to ensure this a success,
RSVP by calling the church office or emailing
fcc@fccmoline.org.

Even though Kids is in the name, this isn’t just for kids...adults are welcome and encouraged
to attend! Kids Against Hunger is an international food relief organization working to save the
lives of starving people. People of all ages will pack meals made up of rice, soy, 6 vegetables,
and 21 vitamins and minerals. The meals are then sent to starving and malnourished children
around the world. The cost of each meal is 25¢ and we will pack 5,000 meals at our event. If
you’re unable to attend, but would like to contribute financially, please do so in the Sunday
offering and mark the envelope with KAH or stop by the church office.

Fall Festival and Trunk-or-Treat
Once again we celebrate the harvest season with the Annual Fall
Festival and Trunk-or-Treat! On Saturday, October 22 at 12 pm
children will gather in costume to “Trunk-or-Treat” for candy and
goodies around the parking lot. Then children will have fun at an
outdoor fall themed party with games, activities, and lunch served.
Calling All TRUNKS! We want
to make this year’s Trunk-orTreat a huge success…and to
do that we need your trunks!
Come to the North parking lot
just before 12 pm on Saturday, October 22 to hand out
treats to our children in costume. There will be a prize for
best-decorated trunk…you
won’t want to miss it!
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Bible Presentation
On October 30 the Third Graders of FCC will receive their own Holy Bible from the church. Tell
them congratulations and wish them luck in their study of God’s Holy word.

Mom’s Morning
Calling all moms, grandmas, dads, and friends! We will be meeting at
Shady Knoll Pumpkin Patch on Wednesday October 19 at 10am. Come
to connect with other mom’s of the church while our little punkins pick
pumpkins!

Wednesday Morning Bible Study
This group will study Creeds of the Church with
Pastor Michael until October 5. October 12 we
will study that week's Lectionary Readings.
On October 19, we will begin exploring Money
In The Bible, led by Pastor Michael. This series
will be five weeks in length. (We may take
Thanksgiving week off.) The word "money" is
mentioned 135 times in the English language
Bible - 88 times in the Old Testament; 37 times
in the New. Who knew?
Join us any Wednesday morning you can. We meet at 10 am in the Parlor, optional lunch in
the community follows. There will be a Study Guide available.

Adult Forum
Each Sunday morning at 9 am, we have guest speakers
from around the Quad Cities. Already scheduled to speak is
Captain Trevor Fisk from the Moline Police Department,
along with our very own Nancy Hayes speaking about
Shakespeare. Join us in the large dining room for this exciting new program!

5

Financial Summary—August 2016
 August pledge income was $1,299 under budget. Pledge income year to date is over
budget by $27,493!
 Total Receipts for the year are over budget by $16,237.
 Pledges have been coming in much more consistently through the months this year. At
the end of August we have usually received about 60% of pledge income for the year.
This year we have received 70% of pledge income for the year!
 Monthly expenses were right in line with what was expected.
 Thank you to the Outreach & Mission and the Spiritual Engagement boards who provided funding for the July First Friday event and the portion of the First Friday event at Modern Woodman Park that was not covered by donations.
 Overall, expenses are $38,143 under budget. And year to date we have a net income of
$38,881.
 Have you started Christmas shopping yet? When you do, don’t forget to use Amazon
Smile for your online purchases so the church can receive a percentage of all your purchases.
 Simply log on to http://smile.amazon.com, search for First Congregational Church, and
select us as your charity of choice. Or the direct link is: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/362167069
 Your charity selection will be saved to your account so simply do your shopping
through http://smile.amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchases directly to the church!
Submitted by: Sara Otta, Financial Manager, sarao@fccmoline.org

$22,168
1,383
15,289
$38,840

AUGUST
BUDGET
$23,467
1,400
16,427
$41,294

-$41,972
-$3,132

-$46,560
-$5,266

AUGUST

Pledge Income
Offerings
Other Income
TOTAL RECEIPTS
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME/LOSS

YEAR TO DATE

$220,809
10,453
130,906
$362,168

BUDGET TO
DATE
$193,316
12,790
139,825
$345,931

-$323,287
$38,881

-$361,430
-$15,499
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