First Congregational UCC Leader
Gathered to Share God’s Love

December 17th, 2017

Third Sunday of Advent

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship and
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for
children are located at the back of the church: teal
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.
Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian
Education wing located on the lower level.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is Christmas scrambled
eggs and pastries
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
Beatriz Aurora
is a Mexican
woman who
carries forward
the long tradition
of Mexican
political poster
art. Here is what
I call “Zapatista
Guadalupe.”
Look carefully
for her red bandana mask. It suggests
an identification of Our Lady of
Guadalupe to those who rose up on
January 1, 1994.
According to the traditional story
when Juan Diego saw the vision of
“the woman clothed with the sun”
on the morning of December 12,
1531 the words she said to him in the
Nuathal language were “Am I not your
mother?” Up to then the imposition of
the Catholic faith upon the indigenous
of Mexico had been top down. At that
point the embrace of Christianity
became more bottom up.
Those at the margins in Mexico have
continued to think of this image as
belonging to them. And that she feels
their pain and is for them.
Pr. Michael Swartz

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Rejoice in our God, always.
Again I say, rejoice! Our God is near.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Holy God, may we, your people, who look forward to
Christmas experience the joy of salvation and celebrate that feast with
love and thanksgiving. We ask this through our Savior Jesus Christ who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,for ever and ever.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

#15 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

Lighting the Advent Candle

Bill, Kerry, and Noah Johnson

Let us pray. Loving God, we open ourselves to the joy you intend for
all people. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the peace
that comes from justice. Fill us with joy that cannot be contained but
must be shared. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you that we
may walk in the light of Christ. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
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Advent Hymn

When God is a Child
refrain, v. 3, refrain
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Call to Confession
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God
and neighbor.
Prayer of Confession
Let us pray. We confess that we have not prepared for your reign
among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor
of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to
welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure until
Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
*Song of Praise

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Cherub and Childrens choir

Do You Hear What I Hear?
featuring Audra Bailey, piano

Children’s Time
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Prayer for Illumination
Holy One, giver of life and light, as your word is read and proclaimed, illumine
our hearts and minds, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our lives may
reflect God’s glory. Amen.

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in
Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
Then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
And we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
Like the watercourses of the Negeb.
Those who sowed with tears
Will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying in the seed,
Will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Scripture

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise
the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from
every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The
one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music

Advent Tidings arr Matthew Compton
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*Gospel

John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny
it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the
prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across
the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Pr. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

#48 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
At this time of year, the abundance of some and the needs of so many
stand in marked contrast. As we bring now our tithes and offerings, may
Christ’s heart rejoice and the needs of others be tended.
Offertory

Angels from the Realms arr Cynthia Dobrinski

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with
your love, that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light.
Amen.
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#13 Prepare the Way

*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Lector
Susi Llewellyn

Ushers
Tami and Christian Marshall,
Emilia, Kristinia, Adelyn,
and Hailey Deem

Liturgist
Audra Bailey
North Door Greeters
Gary Hammond
Michelle Hammond

Usher Guides
Dixie Duckett
Kathy Harris

Sound Tech
Bill Henning

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians
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