First Congregational UCC
Gathered to Share God’s Love

December 24th, 2017

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship and
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for
children are located at the back of the church: teal
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.
Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning learning
is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the Christian
Education wing located on the lower level.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is Christmas scrambled
eggs and pastries
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
Professor Edward
Catich of St Ambrose
University not only
was an authority
in calligraphy but
also an artist who
produced icons religious images,
rather than clickable
computer ones.
A distinctive element of his work was that
he produced holy figures in contemporary,
20th century dress, suggesting that Bible
accounts happened not only long ago and
far away, but also here and now. This was
controversial when he first began to share
his work in the 1950s.
Emmanuel - God is with us - continues to
happen in our here and now. God comes to
us in our time. The incarnation and the work
of God continues in our midst.
Pr. Michael
That man say we can’t have as much rights as
a man ‘cause Christ wasn’t a woman. Where
did your Christ come from? From God and a
woman. Man had nothing to do with it.
Sojourner Truth, 19th century
Hail Mary, the most beautiful dove, which
carried the word of God for us; we greet
you with the Archangel Gabriel saying: Hail
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.
Hail O virgin, the glory of our our race; you
have borne Emmanuel for us. We pray that
you will remember us before the Lord Jesus
Christ, that he will forgive us our sins.
Coptic Liturgy

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

Rise Up, Shepherds, and Follow
African-American Spiritual

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
See, the home of God is among mortals.
God will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Loving, all-powerful God, your eternal Word became a human
being on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of
your design. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice announce
Christ’s glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit who prepares us
for Jesus’ Advent. We ask this through Christ our Savior.
*Opening Hymn

#9 O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Lighting the Advent Candle

Let us pray. Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. As
these candles are lit, light our lives with your imagination. Show us the
creative power of hope. Teach us the peace that comes from justice. Fill us
with the kind of joy that cannot be contained, but must be shared. Magnify
your love within us. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we
may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.
• 3 •

Advent Hymn

When God is a Child
refrain, v. 4, refrain
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Call to Confession
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God
and neighbor.
Prayer of Confession
Let us pray. We confess that we have not prepared for your reign
among us. We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor
of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to
welcome your light and to seek the things that will endure until
Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In Jesus Christ your sins
are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news!
Amen.
*Song of Praise

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
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Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest
from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See
now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to
live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great
name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place
for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I
will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you
that the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be
made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26

Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
“I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.”
You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior
and have exalted one chosen out of the people.
I have found David my servant;
with my holy oil I have anointed him.
My hand will hold him fast
and my arm will make him strong.
No enemy shall deceive him,
nor shall the wicked bring him down.
I will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
My faithfulness and steadfast love are with him,
and he shall be victorious through my name.
I will set his hand on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.
He will say to me, “You are my father,
my God and the rock of my salvation.”
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Scripture

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was
kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings
is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God,
to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music

Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen
(Christmas lyrics by Cloverton)
featuring Debbie Wegener, violin

*Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon

Pr. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

#19 To a Maid Engaged to Joseph

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#376 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen

*Postlude

“Hallelujah” chorus from Handel’s Messiah
The Congregation is invited to sing along
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Lector/Liturgist
Katy Härle

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians
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