First Congregational UCC Leader
Gathered to Share God’s Love

January 21st, 2018

Third Sunday after the Epiphany

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship and
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for
children are located at the back of the church: teal
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We offer
childcare in our professionally staffed nursery in
our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.
Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday School
in the Christian Education wing located on the lower
level. Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered at 9am.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the Son
Cafe after worship. Today’s menu: Blue plate special.
open faced pork sandwich, mashed potatoes and
gravy, vegetable, fruit, cookies, toaster/pastry items
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing
amplifiers.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.
Cover Art
Man in Brown Robe Carrying White Fishing Net

Today

from the life
of the church

A mother’s is the most intimate,
willing, and dependable of all
services, because it is the truest
of all. None has been able to fill it
properly but Christ, and he alone
can. We know that our own mother’s
bearing of us was a bearing to pain
and death, but what does Jesus,
our true Mother do? Why, he, Alllove, bears us to joy and eternal life!
Blessings on him! Thus, he carries us
within himself in love. And he is in
labour until his time has fully come
for him to suffer the sharpest pangs
and most appalling pain possible—
and in the end he dies. And not even
when this is over, love is completely
satisfied...He might die no more, but
that does not stop him from working,
for he needs to feed us...The human
mother will suckle her child with her
own milk, but our believed Mother,
Jesus feeds us with himself, and with
the most tender courtesy, does it by
means of the Blessed Sacrament, the
precious food of all true live.
Revelation of Divine Love
Julian of Norwich (1332-1420)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
God called to Jonah to get up, go to Nineveh and proclaim God’s word.
But Jonah refused, until God called a second time.
God is persistent. God believes in those whom God has called.
Jesus called the disciples by the lakeshore
They left their families and jobs to follow Jesus.
Lord, give us the courage to follow you all of our lives. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. O God, you are our light and our salvation. L As we hear the
story of the call of the first disciples, make us ready to follow Jesus on
whatever path he leads us. Cast aside our fears and doubts, and teach
us to trust wholly in you. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name, Amen.
*Opening Hymn

#413 All Who Love and Serve Your City
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Prayer of Confession
Let us pray. Loving God, we confess that we have turned from your
way to follow our own ways.
Forgive us for the times
we have spoken or acted too quickly;
we have not spoken or acted at all;
we have hurt those closest to us;
we have hurt those we have yet to know;
we have thought more about ourselves than others,
we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.
Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live
again as your children. Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have
messed up, God puts us together. God’s love never runs out. God never
tires of calling us beloved children. Hear God say to you now: Your sins
are forgiven, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
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Prayer for Illumination
Speak to us your word, O God, that we may hear Jesus’ call to be his disciples.
Amen.

Scripture

Proclaiming the Good News

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So
Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began
to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. When God saw what they did,
how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the
calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 62:5-12
For God alone I wait in silence;
truly, my hope is in God.
God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken.
In God is my deliverance and my honor;
God is my strong rock and my refuge.
Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be
trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
Put no trust in exhortation; in robber take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
God has spoken once, twice have a heard it,
that power belongs to God.
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord,
for you repay all according to their deeds.
Scripture

1 Corinthians 7:29-31

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on,
let even those who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn
as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of
this world is passing away.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music

Will You Come and Follow Me by Susan T. Nelson
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*Gospel

Mark 1:14-20

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news
of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come
near; repent, and believe in the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of
Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you
fish for people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he
went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who
were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

#377 Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Our nets are full enough to share God’s bounty. Our hearts are open wide
to the needs of others. Let us reach out and share what we’ve been given.
Offertory

Ostinato in A Minor by Daniel & Jason Krug

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our
possessions. Through our worship and service unite us as your body,
shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending
*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
*Postlude
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen

Lector
Linda Shearer

Ushers
Andrew, Tanya, Alex,
Nolan, and Myles Wandrey

Liturgist
Audra Bailey

Usher Guides
Dixie Duckett
Kathy Harris

North Door Greeters
Cliff Carlson
Heather Carlson
Sound Tech
Brian Williams

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians
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