First Congregational UCC Leader
Gathered to Share God’s Love

January 7th, 2017

Baptism of the Lord

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship and
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for
children are located at the back of the church: teal
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.
Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday
School in the Christian Education wing located on
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday
morning learning is offered at 9am.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe after worship. Today’s menu: New year’s
scrambled eggs, ham and sausage, potatoes fruit,
cinnamon rollsand toaster items. Good coffee and
even better conversation is always on the menu!
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
Most of the time you don’t really
hear it. A pulse is a thing that you
feel. Even if you are somewhat quiet.
Sometimes you hear it through the
pillow at night. But I know there is
a place where you can hear it even
better than that.
Here is what you do. You ease
yourself into a tub of water, you
ease yourself down. You lie back and
wait for the ripples to smooth away.
Then you take a breath, and slide
your head under, and listen for the
playfulness of your heart.
Amy Hempel
The place God calls you to is the place
where your deep gladness and the
world’s deep hunger meet.
Frederick Buechner
Our sense of what is contained in our
faith is deepend less by abstractions
than by an encounter with mystery
in what is human and often perverse.
We Catholics are much given to the
instant answer. Fiction doesn’t have
any. Saint Gregory write that every
time the sacred text describes a fact,
it reveals a mystery.
Flannery O’Connor

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
From the waters of Creation, the earth sprang forth.
From the waters of a womb, God’s blessed Son was given to us.
From the waters of a river, people were baptized and marked as God’s Children
Praise be to God, whose loving gifts and presence
have called us together.
Let us shout our love to God for God’s abundant love
Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. God who watches over us, as we remember the baptism of our
Lord, help us to believe in your healing, cleansing, and claiming love for
all people. Remind us again of the many ways you embrace humanity with
your love. Amen
*Opening Hymn

#68 What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright
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Invitation

Affirmation of Baptism

Dear Friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to
make public affirmation of baptism into Christ.
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us your
own by water and the word in baptism. You have called us to yourself,
enlightened us with the gifts of your spirit, and nourished us in the
community of faith. Uphold us and all your servants in the gifts and
promises of baptism, and unto the hearts of all whom you have brought.
We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen.
Profession of Faith
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the
faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?
I renounce them.
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended to heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
*Affirmation by the Congregation
You made public confession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God’s faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in
your life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us pray. We give thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir
up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen. Amen.
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*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—tear open the veil of heaven and speak
to us as beloved children so that we may hear and believe the good news of
your Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Proclaiming the Good News

Scripture
Genesis 1:1-5
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters.
Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the
light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord in upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lighting flashes.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.
Scripture

Acts 19:1-7

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard
that there is a Holy Spirit.” Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him,
that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them,
and they spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether there were about twelve of
them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Special Music
*Gospel

Mark 1:4-11

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John
in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the
heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

#72 When Jesus Came to Jordan
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
The earth belongs to God, our creator; every good thing is a gift from the
Lord. Let us glorify God through the gifts of our lives.
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
We give you thanks, O God, for every blessing and spiritual gift you have
poured out upon us. Let the gifts of our lives be a source of blessing in
your world, all to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth, giving breath to
every living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift
of life itself. We thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us
when we act as though you have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your
steadfast care.
We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was
born of your servant Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of life as we know
it.
We remember Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and, in the
beloved community of your church, we await Christ’s return at the end of
history.
We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit that gathers us
together as your Church. With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all
the company in heaven, we glorify you. Amen.
Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine,
and bless us that as we receive them at this table, we may offer you our faith
and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one another, and we may
continue faithful in all things.
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life Christ gives.
Sharing the Elements
The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red.
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the
future because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes to us
in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in
Jesus’ name. May our every prayer be an action that brings healing,
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world. Amen
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#392 Baptised in Water

*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
*Postlude
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen
Ushers
Tom Woodburn
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers
Ron Smith
Carole Smith
Tami Marshall
Communion Preparers
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers

Lector
Maureen Holmes
Liturgist
Michael Dyer
North Door Greeters
Charles Curry
Mary Curry
Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians
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