First Congregational UCC Leader
Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 4th, 2018

Third Sunday in Lent

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship and
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for
children are located at the back of the church: teal
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery
in our downstairs nusery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.
Sunday School
All are welcome to join us for weekly Sunday
School in the Christian Education wing located on
the lower level. Preschool through adult Sunday
morning learning is offered at 9am.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe after worship. Today’s menu: Chicken a la
king, fruit, tater tots, toaster items and treats.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.
Cover Art
Ten Commandments, from Art in the Christian
Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity
Library, Nashville, TN

Today

from the life
of the church
Almighty and eternal God, who drew
out a fountain of living water in the
desert for your people -- as they well
knew -- draw from the hardness of
our hearts tears of compunction, that
we may be able to lament our sins
and may merit to receive you in your
mercy.
-Latin Prayer Fourteenth Century
There is a really deep well inside me.
And in it dwells God. Sometimes I am
there too. But more often stones and
grit block the well, and God is buried
beneath. Then God must be dug out
again.
-Etty Hillesum
Because I am a woman involved in
practical cares, I cannot give the first
half of the day to these things but
must meditate when I can, early in
the morning and on the fly during
the day. Not in the privacy of a study
-- but here, there and everywhere
-- at the kitchen table, on the train,
on the ferry, on my way to and from
appointments and even while making
supper or putting Teresa to bed.
-Dorothy Day

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
We stand in the need of the presence of God.
Our lives can easily become corrupted by our own greed.
But the Lord has heard our cries and calls us forward on this journey.
Lord, guide our steps.
Come, let us worship God who is always with us.
Let us open our hearts to the healing, restoring love of God. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Lord, we come with many things laying claim to our lives, our
hearts, and our spirits. Open our ears and our hearts to hear your words of
healing love. Prepare us to be faithful disciples for you. For we ask this in
Jesus’ Name. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

#333 Seek Ye First
(verses 1, 2, 1)

Children’s Time
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Service of Baptism
Invitation
Parents: Katie and Michael Wilsens
Godparents: Samantha Fournier and Scott Wilsens
Godparents: Mark and Courtney Voelkerding
Address
The sacrament of baptism is an outward and visible sign of the grace of God. In
as much as the promise of the gospel is not only to us but also to our children,
baptism with water and the Holy Spirit is the mark of their acceptance into
the care of Christ’s church, the sign and seal of their participation in God’s
forgiveness, and the beginning of their growth into full Christian faith and
discipleship.
Questions of the Candidates
Do you desire to have your child baptized into the faith and family of Jesus Christ?
PARENTS: We do.
Will you encourage your child to renounce the powers of evil and to receive the
freedom of new life in Christ?
PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We will, with the help of God.
Will you teach your child that they may be led to profess Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior?
PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We will, with the help of God.
Do you promise, by the grace of God, to be Christ’s disciples, to follow in the way
of our Savior, to resist oppression and evil, to show love and justice, and to witness
to the work and word of Jesus Christ as best you are able?
PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We do, with the help of God.
Do you promise, according to the grace given you, to grow with your child in the
Christian faith, to help her be a faithful member of the church of Jesus Christ,
by celebrating Christ’s presence, by furthering Christ’s mission in all the world,
and by offering the nurture of the Christian church so that she may affirm her
baptism?
PARENTS AND SPONSORS: We do, with the help of God.
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*Congregational Assent
Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift
of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise
your love, support, and care to the one about to be baptized, as she lives and
grows in Christ?
We promise our love, support, and care.
*Prayer of Baptism
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We thank you, God, for the gift of creation called forth by your saving Word.
Out of the waters of the deep and amid chaos, you created order and life. In the
time of Noah, when earth was buried in water, your ark of salvation bore a new
beginning.
In the time of Moses, your people passed through the Red Sea waters from
slavery to freedom and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the promised land.
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus Christ, who was nurtured in the water of
Mary’s womb.
Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, became living water to
a woman at the Samaritan well, washed the feet of the disciples, and sent them
forth to baptize all the nations by water and the Holy Spirit.
And on this day, for this child and his family, we pray the blessing of your
faithfulness through the water of life, create order when chaos threatens, bear
them up when the water is deep, deliver them from all that would oppress—
mind, body, and soul—nurture them in the womb of grace, and grant them faith
to share your love with others as Christ shared your love with us.
In the name of Christ we pray, Amen. Amen..
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Naming of a Child; Act of Baptism
By what name will this child be called?
Scarlett Mae Wilsens and Wyatt Michael Wilsens, you are baptized in the
name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Amen.
The Holy Spirit be upon you, child of God, disciple of Christ, member of the
church. Amen. Amen.
*Baptismal Hymn

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

*Prayer for the Baptized
Let us pray. Bless this child, and his parents, we pray, and give them
strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy of faith,
the freedom of love, and the hope of new life; through Jesus Christ, who
makes us one. Amen.

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Prayer for Illumination
Holy Spirit of God, let the words of my mouth and the mediations of our
hearts be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

Scripture

Proclaiming the Good News

Exodus 20:1-17

Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other
gods before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that
is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship
them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the
iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject
me, but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those who
love me and keep my commandments.
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the
LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do
all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you
shall not do any work--you, your son or your daughter, your male or female
slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the
seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land
that the LORD your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not
commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against
your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything
that belongs to your neighbor.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

• 7 •

Psalm 19
The heavens declare the glory of God
And the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork.
One day tells its tale to another,
and one night imparts knowledge to another.
Although they have no words or language
and their voices are not heard,
their sound has gone out into all lands
and their message to the ends of the world,
where God has pitched a tent for the sun.
It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber
it rejoices like a champion to run its course.
It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens
and runs about to the end of it again;
nothing is hidden from its burning heat.
The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple.
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
By them also is your servant enlightened
and in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can detect one’s own offenses?
Cleanse me from my secret faults.
Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me;
then shall I be whole and sound and innocent of a great offense.
Let the words of my mouth
and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight.
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.
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Scripture

1 Corinthians 1:18-25

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will
destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom,
God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who
believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music

Author of Justice Lloyd Larson

*Gospel

John 2:13-22

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money
changers seated at their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them
out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins
of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were
selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s
house a marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you
show us for doing this?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple has been under
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?”But he
was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised from the dead, his
disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture
and the word that Jesus had spoken.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon

Pr. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

#80 Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
The house of God is not a marketplace for buying and selling. It is a house
of prayer, a place of healing and restoration, a place where we bring
before God our provisions to be used for present needs. Let us bring our
tithes and offerings to God.
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Prayer of Dedication
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and
the offering of our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may
know the joy of the resurrection through Christ our Lord.
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the earth, giving breath to
every living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and for the gift
of life itself. We thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us
when we act as though you have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your
steadfast care.
We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was
born of your servant Mary and shared the joys and sorrows of life as we know
it.
We remember Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and, in the
beloved community of your church, we await Christ’s return at the end of
history.
We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit that gathers us
together as your Church. With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all
the company in heaven, we glorify you. Amen.
Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Consecrate, therefore, by your Holy Spirit, these gifts of bread and wine,
and bless us that as we receive them at this table, we may offer you our faith
and praise, we may be united with Christ and with one another, and we may
continue faithful in all things.
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life Christ gives.
Sharing the Elements
The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red.
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the
future because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes to us
in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in
Jesus’ name. May our every prayer be an action that brings healing,
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world. Amen
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#409 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice

*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen
*Postlude

Altar flowers given to the glory of God and in loving memory
of Nicole Miller Smith
Given by: Bob, Laura and Courtney Miller
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen
Ushers
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers
Carol Freeman
Josh Dyer
Steve Schippers
Judy Schippers
Tom Woodburn

Lector & Liturgist
Kim Fuller
North Door Greeters
Ron Smith
Carole Smith
Sound Tech
Brian Williams
Communion Preparers
Jack Reimers
Kathy Reimers

Communion Servers
4th, 5th & 6th Grade
Sunday School Class
First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon, Senior Pastor
Rev. Michael Swartz, Associate Pastor
Maureen Holmes, Chancel Choir Director
Mason Moss, Interim Organist/Pianist
Gail Glockhoff-Long, Campanella Ringers Director
Jennifer Dailing, Office Assistant
Taylor Anderson, Director of Marketing and Communications
Becca Peterson, Director of Family Ministry
Sara Otta, Finance Manager
Wes Llewellyn, Fellowship Coordinator
Harleigh Jones, Nursery Coordinator
Amanda Peterson, Red Wagon Preschool Director
Mike DeToye and Ron Mahar, Custodians
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