First Congregational UCC
Gathered to Share God’s Love

June 3rd, 2018

Second Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome
Please silence cell phones upon entering the sanctuary.
Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship and
are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags for
children are located at the back of the church: teal
bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years. We
offer childcare in our professionally staffed nursery
in our downstairs nursery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.
Sunday School
On Summer Break
Sunday Brunch
On Summer Break
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming
We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of your
attendance.
Covert Art
God’s Glory, Inspiks

Today

from the life
of the church

Here is a man suffering on his bed of
pain, and the church comes to him
to perform the sacrament of healing.
For this man, as for every person
and the whole world, suffering can
be the defeat, the way of a complete
surrender to darkness, despair and
solitude. It can be dying in the very
real sense of the word. And yet it can
be also the ultimate victory of a person
and of life in that person. The church
does not come to restore health in
this man, simply to replace medicine
when medicine has exhausted its own
possibilities. The church comes to take
this man into the Love, the Light and
the Life of Christ. It comes not merely
to “comfort” him in his sufferings,
not to “help” him, but to make him
a martyr, a witness to Christ in his
very sufferings. A martyr is one who
beholds “the heavens opened, and the
Son of Man standing on the right hand
of God” (Acts 7:56). A martyr is one
for whom God is not another--and the
last--chance to stop the awful pain; God
is his very life, and thus everything in
his life comes to God, ascends to the
fullness of Love.
For the Life of the World
Reading IV: Alexander Schmemann
(1921-1983)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

Arrangement of “We Gather Together”
(Netherlands folk hymn)

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
O give thanks to the Lord with your whole heart
On the day I called, you answered me.
God’s steadfast love endures forever
Thanks be to God!
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Almighty and ever-living God, throughout time you free the
oppressed, heal the sick, and make whole all that you have made. Look
with compassion on the world wounded by sin, and by your power restore
us to wholeness of life, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

#525 Here I Am, Lord

*Call To Confession
*Prayer of Confession
Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our
offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By
your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
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*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
Children’s Time

Tami Cady

Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the
Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. At that time, Eli,
whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying
down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was
lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord
called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, I did not call; lie down again.” So he
went and lay down.
The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here
I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet
been revealed to him.
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The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli,
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you,
you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” [Then the Lord said to
Samuel, “See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of
anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him that
I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because
his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. Therefore I
swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated
by sacrifice or offering forever.”
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of
the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I am.” Eli said, “What was it that he told
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide
anything from me of all that he told you.” So Samuel told him everything and
hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the Lord; let him do what seems
good to him.”
As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to
the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a
trustworthy prophet of the Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 139: 1-6, 13-18
Lord, you have searched me out;
O Lord, you have known me.
You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
My body was not hidden from you,
while I was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
If I were to count them,they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

• 6 •

Scripture

2 Corinthians 4:5-12

We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light
shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be
made visible in our bodies. For while we live, we are always being given up
to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our
mortal flesh. So death is at work in us, but life in you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel

Mark 2:23-3:6

One sabbath day Jesus was going through the grainfields; and as they made
their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. The Pharisees said
to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath? And
he said to them, “Have you never ready what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered the house of God,
when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.”
Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not
humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord even on the Sabbath.”
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered
hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath,
so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had the withered
hand, “Come forward.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do
harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. He looked
around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and
said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand
was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the
Herodians against him, how to destroy him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

• 8 •

Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

#339 Be Thou My Vision

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

“How Can I Keep From Singing” - Robert Lowry

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Sharing the Elements
The bread is eaten when served; the wine is held to be taken together.
Grape juice is clear; wine is red.
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the
future because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes to us
in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to others in
Jesus’ name. May our every prayer be an action that brings healing,
reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting world. Amen
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#302 I Danced in the Morning

*Benediction
*Postlude

“I Saw the Light” - Hank Williams

To the glory of God and in loving memory of
Dr. Charles and Helen Ortman
Given by: Jan and Dick Parsons and Ann and Jim Millman
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Serving Today
Head Usher
Jim Moorhusen
Ushers
Ron & Carole Smith
Jack & Kathy Reimers
Linda Shearer
Pam Wendt
Dennis Rucker
Substitute Pianist
Ben Holmes

Lector/Liturgst
Audra Bailey
North Door Greeters
Mary Cox
Carol Freeman
Communion Prep
Ron & Carole Smith
Sound Tech
Bill Henning

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Interim Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Assistant
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Finance Manager
sara@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
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