First Congregational UCC
Gathered to Share God’s Love

What Shall We Bring?

November 11th, 2018

Twenty-Fifth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.
Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian
Education wing located on the lower level.
Sunday Brunch
Menu: Ham salad, egg salad and pulled pork
sliders, fruit, pastry items, chips and cookies.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming
We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
[Writing to Nepotian, a former
soldier who left the Roman Army
to be ordained a priest] Beware also
of a blabbing tongue and of itching
ears. Neither gossip about others nor
listen to slander, “Thou sittest,” says
the Psalmist, “and speakest against
thy brother; thou slanderest thine
own mother’s son. These thing hast
thou done and I kept silence; thou
thoughtest wickedly that I was such an
one as thyself, but I will reprove thee
and set thy misdeeds in order before
thine eyes.” [Ps. 50:20-21] Keep your
tongue from fault-finding and watch
over your words. Know that in judging
others you are passing sentence on
yourself, and that you are yourself
guilty of the faults which you blame
in them. It is no excuse to say: “If
others tell me things, I cannot be rude
to them.” No one cares to speak to
an unwilling listener. An arrow never
lodges in a stone: often it recoils upon
its shooter. Let the gossip learn from
your unwillingness to listen, not to
be so ready to detract. Solomon says:
“Do not meddle with those that are
given to slander; for their calamity
shall arise suddenly; and who knows
the destruction of them both?” [Prov.
24:21-22, Vulgate]--that is, of the
gossip, and of the person who lends an
ear to his stories.
Letter 52
Jerome
(340-420)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

What A Friend We Have In Jesus arr. Phillip Keveren

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
What do you bring before the Lord this day?
We bring our hopes and our dreams to the Lord.
What do you seek?
We seek peace for our weary souls.
You will find it in this place, for this is the house of the Lord.
Open our hearts and our spirits, O Lord,
to hear your words of challenge and comfort. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Faithful Redeemer, you are the beginning and ending of all
things. You promise to wipe away every tear, that death and mourning
will be no more. You make your home among us, and abide with us as
our God. Teach us to live as the saints you call us to be, that we may
truly be your people, living and doing your will, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

#391 Take My Life, verses 1-4
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Children’s Time

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Third Grade Bible Presentation

Gage Powell, AJ Wynn, Christian Marshall, Alex Beck,
Ava Beck, Bobby Nelson, Myles Wandrey, Daevion Dew,
Briton Bailey and Connor Fulscher.
Invitation

Service of Baptism

Address
Questions of the Candidates
*Congregational Assent
Jesus Christ calls us to make disciples of all nations and to offer them the gift
of grace in baptism. Do you, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, promise
your love, support, and care to the ones about to be baptized, as they live and
grow in Christ?
We promise our love, support, and care.
*Prayer of Baptism
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Naming of a Child; Act of Baptism

Luke Henry Sommers
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*Baptismal Hymn

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

*Prayer for the Baptized
Let us pray. Bless this child, and his parents, we pray, and give him
strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy of faith,
the freedom of love, and the hope of new life; through Jesus Christ, who
makes us one. Amen.

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

1 Kings 17:8-16

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “Go now to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there
to feed you.” So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate
of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said,
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going
to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.” But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked,
only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering
a couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my
son, that we may eat it, and die.” Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and
do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me,
and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says
the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug
of oil will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” She
went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate
for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail,
according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 146
Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in rulers,
In mortals in whom there is no help.
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
And in that day their thoughts perish.
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
Whose hope is in the Lord their God;
Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
Who keeps promises forever;
Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets captive free.
The Lord opens the eyes of the blind;
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
The Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord cares for the stranger;
The Lord sustains the orphan and widow,
but frustrates the way of the wicked.
The Lord shall reign forever,
Your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
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Scripture

Hebrews 9:24-28

For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy
of the true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again,
as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is
not his own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since
the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the
end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is
appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so Christ,
having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for
him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music

I Will Arise - arr. Joseph Martin

*Gospel

Mark 12:38-44

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have
the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They
devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.
They will receive the greater condemnation.” He sat down opposite the
treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many
rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small
copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said
to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those
who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out
of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she
had, all she had to live on.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

#405 What Does the Lord Require

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Moderato con moto - Cesar Franck

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

• 9 •

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#344 Christ of the Upward Way

*Choral Blessing
*Benediction
*Postlude

Soon and Very Soon - arr. Bill Wolaver

The altar flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
our parents and Janet Renaud Liston.
Given by: Paul and Marcia Renaud
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Serving Today
Ushers
3rd Grade Class
Usher Guides:
Twink Jan-McMahon
Kathy Harris
North Door Greeters:
Gary Hammond
Michelle Hammond

Lector & Liturgist
Christian Marshall
Alex Beck
Nolan Wandrey
Sound Tech
Bill Henning
Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Assistant
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Interim Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones
Interim Directors of Family Ministry
amandabeck@fccmoline.org
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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Gifts of Good News
Acts 17:16-31

I

n a time of intentional focus on stewardship, the story of Paul in Athens may strike us as an
odd biblical story for today. Isn’t this the time when we normally hear the parable of the
talents; or about the foolish barn-builder; or the rich man who was shocked to hear Jesus’
answer that to see the Realm of God you have to sell it all and give the proceeds to the poor?

Stewardship is about money; but not only about money. Its many facets include, among
other things, the sharing of our faith. This is precisely what Paul is engaged in with the
Athenians. Noting their many idols as he has toured their great city, he calls attention to one
particular worship space dedicated to an unknown god. The Athenians are scrupulous in not
wanting to offend the deities by leaving any divinity unacknowledged. Paul seizes the opportunity
to introduce them to the God made known in Jesus Christ. The One True God. This God,
once unknown, has now been revealed!
In 1 Corinthians, Paul writes that we are “stewards of the mysteries of God.” As
people who know the nature of our God and the love that God has for all of creation, a love
that is more powerful even than death itself, we are called to share this story. We are stewards
of the Gospel and as such we do not hoard this good news, but we offer it to others.
Paul was radically devoted to God and the mission to tell the world of God’s loving
intentions toward creation. His priority was to love and serve the God who could not be
contained in any idol of wood, stone, silver, or gold. When you know this to be true, it puts
everything else in its proper place.
As we reflect on what it means to be a steward, we are invited to think both about our
priorities and how well we have shared with others the real treasure we have in the story of our
faith. How are you practicing this kind of stewardship? Who can you tell about God’s
unconditional love?…
With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
- Micah 6:6
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