First Congregational UCC
Gathered to Share God’s Love

What Shall We Bring?

November 18th, 2018

Twenty-Sixth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.
Sunday School
Join us for weekly Sunday School in the Christian
Education wing located on the lower level.
Sunday Brunch
Menu: Roast pork loin, stuffing, cranberry salad,
mashed potatoes and gravy, and pie.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password
Welcome!
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming
We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record of
your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
I have one hero, a man called Paulinus who
was born in the fourth century, and who
came to realize that this civilization was
crashing to destruction. He decided that
the only thing he could do was to keep
alight a lamp in a particular shrine, and
that’s what he decided to do. It seems to
me that that’s all one can do, and that,
in answer to this ill-omened materialist
view of life with this fantastic machine of
persuasion behind it, the lamp should say
to people that the opposite is true; that as
the Christian religion taught originally, so
it remains true; that men can’t live by bread
alone, that men have to die in the flesh to
be reborn in the spirit, that men are not
creatures of production whose existence
can be measured by that what they can
produce or by what they can learn, but
with a family with a father in Heaven, and
that the relationship between men is the
relationship of brothers, and that each of
them, in that he is loved by the father, must
be in all senses the equal of every other,
however he might differ in capacity or
intelligence or beauty or anything else. All
these things the lamp would say.
It seems to me absolutely clear that there is
only one answer to the deepening dilemma
of contemporary materialism, and that
is essentially the answer set forth in the
Christian religion— namely that men can
never become natives of this earth, and that
if they ever succeeded in so doing, then only
would the light of their divinity be finally
put out in them.
A sermon, “Am I a Christian?”
by Malcolm Muggeridge.

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
The time for harvest is close at hand.
What have you done with the gifts God has given you?
We have brought our gifts to the house of the Lord.
Praise God for the gifts and for opportunities for service that they represent.
We praise God for all the ways in which our lives have been blessed.
Generous God, accept our gifts and our lives this day.
Loving God, accept our praise and gratitude. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, Lord of bounty and goodness, we offer our lives and our
gifts with gratitude for all you have given us. We believe that you are
changing the world through our faithfulness. We commit ourselves to
the glorious work of this congregation, as we seek to follow the way of
Jesus Christ our Lord, trusting your Spirit is transforming us into the
living Body of Christ. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

#276 Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
Let us pray. We confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us
free. We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love
freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church
inward rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us
to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is right, act
for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.
*Declaration of forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

1 Samuel 1:4-20

On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife
Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double
portion, because he loved her, though the LORD had closed her womb. Her rival
used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the LORD had closed her
womb. So it went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of the
LORD, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. Her
husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat?
Why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” After they had
eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the LORD.
Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of
the LORD. She was deeply distressed and prayed to the LORD, and wept bitterly.
She made this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your
servant, and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your
servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of
his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch
his head.” As she continued praying before the LORD, Eli observed her mouth.
Hannah was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard;
therefore Eli thought she was drunk. So Eli said to her, “How long will you make
a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” But Hannah answered,
“No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor
strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the LORD. Do not
regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my
great anxiety and vexation all this time.” Then Eli answered, “Go in peace; the
God of Israel grant the petition you have made to him.” And she said, “Let your
servant find favor in your sight.” Then the woman went to her quarters, ate and
drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. They rose early
in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they went back to their
house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the LORD remembered
her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for
she said, “I have asked him of the LORD.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Scripture

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD;
my strength is exalted in my God. My mouth derides my enemies,
because I rejoice in my victory.
There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock like
our God.
Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your
mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by the Lord
actions are weighed. The weapons of the mighty are broken,
but the feeble grow strong.
Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were
hungry are full and well-fed. The barren has borne seven, but she who has
many children is forlorn.
The LORD kills and brings to life;
The LORD brings down to Sheol and raises up.
The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also exalts.
He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the
ash heap, to make them sit with princes and inherit seats of
honor. For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s,
and on them God has set the world.
The LORD will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut
off in darkness; for not by might does one prevail.
The adversaries of the Lord shall be shattered; the Most High will
thunder in heaven. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth; the
LORD will give strength to the Congregation, and exalt the power
of the anointed.”

• 6 •

Scripture

Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25

And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again
the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. But when Christ had offered
for all time a single sacrifice for sins, “he sat down at the right hand of God,”
and since then has been waiting “until his enemies would be made a footstool
for his feet.” For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who
are sanctified. And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, “This
is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I
will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds,” he also
adds, “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” Where there
is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. Therefore, my
friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus,
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is,
through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us
approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let
us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love
and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem

All Praise and Glory - by Sondra K. Tucker
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*Gospel

Mark 13:1-8

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher,
what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you
see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all
will be thrown down.” When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite
the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us,
when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about
to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one
leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they
will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be
alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes
in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the
birthpangs.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
#422 God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Now Thank We All Our God from Cantata No. 79
by J.S.Bach - arr by Linker / McFadden

*Doxology
Praise God From whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

• 9 •

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

#554 Let All Things Now Living

*Benediction
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mason and Jeanette Satterthwaite,
Jeanne Satterthwaite and Lester and Lucille Korsmeyer.
Given by: Steve and Leanne Satterthwaite
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Serving Today
Ushers
Cliff Carlson
Charles Curry
Nancy Keller
Bill Keller
Audra Bailey
North Door Greeters:
Bruce Wood

Lector
Josh Dyer
Liturgist
Patti Ensey
Sound Tech
Bill Henning
Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Assistant
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Interim Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar

Amanda Beck & Harleigh Jones
Interim Directors of Family Ministry
amandabeck@fccmoline.org
harleigh@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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Gifts of Good News
Acts 17:16-31

I

n a time of intentional focus on stewardship, the story of Paul in Athens may strike us as an
odd biblical story for today. Isn’t this the time when we normally hear the parable of the
talents; or about the foolish barn-builder; or the rich man who was shocked to hear Jesus’
answer that to see the Realm of God you have to sell it all and give the proceeds to the poor?

Stewardship is about money; but not only about money. Its many facets include, among
other things, the sharing of our faith. This is precisely what Paul is engaged in with the
Athenians. Noting their many idols as he has toured their great city, he calls attention to one
particular worship space dedicated to an unknown god. The Athenians are scrupulous in not
wanting to offend the deities by leaving any divinity unacknowledged. Paul seizes the opportunity
to introduce them to the God made known in Jesus Christ. The One True God. This God,
once unknown, has now been revealed!
In 1 Corinthians, Paul writes that we are “stewards of the mysteries of God.” As
people who know the nature of our God and the love that God has for all of creation, a love
that is more powerful even than death itself, we are called to share this story. We are stewards
of the Gospel and as such we do not hoard this good news, but we offer it to others.
Paul was radically devoted to God and the mission to tell the world of God’s loving
intentions toward creation. His priority was to love and serve the God who could not be
contained in any idol of wood, stone, silver, or gold. When you know this to be true, it puts
everything else in its proper place.
As we reflect on what it means to be a steward, we are invited to think both about our
priorities and how well we have shared with others the real treasure we have in the story of our
faith. How are you practicing this kind of stewardship? Who can you tell about God’s
unconditional love?…
With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
- Micah 6:6
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