Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 10th, 2019

First Sunday in Lent

Welcome
Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.
Children in Worship

Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity
Bags for children are located at the back
of the church: teal bags for 2-5 years, navy
blue for 6-10 years. We offer childcare in
our professionally staffed nursery in our
downstairs nursery for children ages infancy
through 6 years old.

Sunday School

Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour
in the Christian Education wing located on
the lower level. Toaster items & pastry are
available pre-Sunday school and adult forum.

Sunday Brunch

Please join us for fellowship after worship
in the Son Cafe. Today’s Menu: Waffles with
toppings, sausage, and fruit.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password

Welcome!

Resources

Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected

Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.

Today

from the life
of the church
The merit of a fast day is in the clarity dispensed
then.
The Talmud
Let us fast in such a way that we lavish our lunches
upon the poor, so that we may not store up in our
purses what we intended to eat, but rather in the
stomachs of the poor.
Caesarius of Arles Sixth Century
Knowing the commands of the Christ,
let this be our way of life:
let us feed the hungry,
let us give the thirsty drink,
let us clothe the naked,
let us welcome strangers,
let us visit those in prison and the sick.
Then the judge of all will say even to us:
Come, you blessed of my Father,
inherit the realm prepared for you!
Byzantine Vespers
United in truth, show the Lord’s own gentleness
in your dealings with one another and look down
on no one. If you can do good, do not put it off,
because almsgiving frees you from death.
Polycarp of Smyrna Second Century
There are as many ways to pray as there are
moments in life. Sometimes we seek out a quiet
spot and want to be alone, sometimes we look for a
friend and want to be together. Sometimes we like
a book, sometimes we prefer music. Sometimes we
want to sing out with hundreds, sometimes only
whisper with a few. Sometimes we want to say it
with words, sometimes with a deep silence.
In all these moments, we gradually make our lives
more of a prayer and we open our hands to be led
by God even to places we would rather not go.
Henri Nouwen

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

The Church’s One Foundation, arr. Cindy Berry

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Even as we enter the wilderness of Lent,
We rest in the shelter of the Most High;
We abide in the shadow of the Almighty;
We find refuge under the wings of our Holy Parent.
We trust that the angels of God
the words of God
the people of God
the hands of God
Will somehow bear us up.
And so we come to call on God who promises to answer.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide us now, so that, following your
Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness of this world toward the
life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
*Opening Hymn

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days
(Music on next page)
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Words: Claudia F, Hermaman, 1873
Music: USA folk melody; arr Annabel Morris Buchanan, 19838
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home; again
and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world
around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and
promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but
turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Give me a Clean Heart

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an
inheritance to possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some
of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest from the land that
the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the
place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You shall
go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, "Today I declare
to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to
our ancestors to give us."
When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the
altar of the Lord your God, you shall make this response before the Lord your
God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and
lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great nation,
mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us,
by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors;
the Lord heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.
The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he
brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey.
So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given
me." You shall set it down before the Lord your God and bow down before the
Lord your God. Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside
among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your God has
given to you and to your house.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
You who live in the shelter of the Most High,
who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
will say to the Lord, "My refuge and my fortress;
my God, in whom I trust."
Because you have made me the Lord your refuge,
and the Most High your habitation,
no evil will befall you,
nor shall affliction come near your dwelling.
For God will give the angels charge over you,
to guard you in all your ways.
Upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread upon the lion cub and viper;
you will trample down the lion and the serpent.
I will deliver those who cling to me;
I will uphold them, because they know my name.
They will call me, and I will answer them;
I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them.
With long life will I satisfy them
and show them my salvation.
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Scripture

Romans 10:8b-13

"The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the word of
faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, "No one who believes
in him will be put to shame." For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him.
For, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved."
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

anthem

On Eagle’s Wings, arr. Mark Hayes

*Gospel

Luke 4:1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit in the wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.
He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he was
famished. The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command this
stone to become a loaf of bread." Jesus answered him, "It is written, 'One does
not live by bread alone.'"
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of
the world. And the devil said to him, "To you I will give their glory and all this
authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please.
If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours." Jesus answered him, "It is
written, 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'"
Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from
here, for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you, to protect
you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your
foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered him, "It is said, 'Do not put the Lord
your God to the test.'" When the devil had finished every test, he departed
from him until an opportune time.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

80

Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley

*Hymn
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Presbyterian Hymnal 80
Text: American spiritual
Music (LONESOME VALLEY 8.8.10.8): American spiritual
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Adagietto, by Gustav Mahler

*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

We Walk By Faith
(Music on next page)

*Choral Blessing
*Benediction
*Postlude

Polonaise in A, Op.40, No.1, Frederic Chopin
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
We Walk By Faith
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Guest Pianist: Patrick Downing

The altar flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Robert and Dorothy Reimers
and Wayne and Carol Forsyth
Given by: Jack and Kathy Reimers
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Serving Today
Ushers
Pre-K Class

Lector
Gage Powell
Avianna Michl

Usher Guides
Cliff Carlson
Charles Curry

Liturgist
Abe Peterson

North Door Greeters
Mary Curry
Bill Keller
Guest Organist
Patrick Downing

Worship Guide
Maya Wennekamp
Sound Tech
Bill Henning
Bus Driver
Lucy Manis

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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