Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 17th, 2019

Second Sunday in Lent

Welcome

Today

from the life
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.
Children in Worship

Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.

Christ be with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ within me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ at my right, Christ at my left,
Christ in the fort,
Christ in the chariot seat,

Sunday School

Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in
the Christian Education wing located on the
lower level. Toaster items & pastry are available
pre-Sunday school and adult forum.

Sunday Brunch

Please join us for fellowship after worship in
the Son Cafe. Today’s Menu: ruebens, Potatoes
O'brien, shamrock cookies, Irish punch and fruit.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.

Wi-Fi Password

St Patrick's Breastplate

Welcome!

Resources

Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.

Getting connected

Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.

Christ in the poop [deck],
Christ in the heart of everyone
who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of
everyone who speaks to me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
Amen.

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
*Opening Prayer
Almighty God, who in your providence chose your servant Patrick to be
the apostle of the Irish people, to bring those who were wandering in
darkness and error to the true light and knowledge of you: Grant us so to
walk in that light, that we may come at last to the light of everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Savior, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Holy, Holy, Holy
(Music on next page)
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Holy, Holy Holy
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home; again
and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world
around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and
promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but
turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Give me a Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Prayer for Illumination

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great."
But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir."
But the word of the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no
one but your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and
said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them."
Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed the Lord;
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh-- my adversaries and foes-they shall stumble and fall.
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear;
though war rise up against me, yet I will be confident.
One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble;
he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;
he will set me high on a rock.
Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me,
and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy;
I will sing and make melody to the Lord.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,
be gracious to me and answer me!
"Come," my heart says, "seek his face!"
Your face, Lord, do I seek.
Do not hide your face from me.
Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!
If my father and mother forsake me,
the Lord will take me up.
Teach me your way, O Lord,
and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.
Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries,
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they are breathing out violence.
I believe that I shall see
the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!
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Scripture

Philippians 3:17-4:1

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live
according to the example you have in us. For many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with
tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their
shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven,
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to
the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things
subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long
for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

anthem

Prayer for Guidance - arr. Michael Glasgow

*Gospel

Luke 13:31-35

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away from here,
for Herod wants to kill you." He said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me,
'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow,
and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next
day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed
outside of Jerusalem.' Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were
not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me
until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who comes in the name
of the Lord.'"
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

Before Your Cross, O Jesus
(Music on the next page)
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Beneath Your Cross, O Jesus
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

What Wondrous Love is This - arr. Arnold Sherman

*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

I Bind Unto Myself Today
Prayer, St. Patrick's Breastplate
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Harry and Stella Davidson Ainsworth,
Mary A. Ainsworth and Laura L. Ainsworth
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I Bind Unto Myself Today
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Serving Today
Ushers
Pam Wendt
Charles Curry
Carol Freeman
Shirley Morton
Kathy Harris
North Door Greeters
Olivia Glenn
Kelsy McCormick
Laura McCormick

Lector
Josh Dyer
Liturgist
Maureen Holmes
Sound Tech
Jeff Newcomb
Bus Driver
Lucy Manis

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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6 pm
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