Gathered to Share God’s Love

April 18th, 2019

Maundy Thursday

Welcome
In the Gospel of John, on night before his
crucifixion, Christ began Passover celebrations
with the disciples by stooping to wash their feet,
saying, “I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another” (John 13:34).
In the early church, before the Reformation,
before the Hebrew and Aramaic of Bible was
translated into German and English, it was
translated into Latin. The Latin translation of
John 13:34: “Mandatum novum do vobis ut diligatis
invicem sicut dilexi vos.”
Maundy Thursday is a day we celebrate the
mandatum novum, the new commandment of love.
While the observance of footwashing has largely
fallen out of practice in Protestant churches, the
lowly service performed by Christ is symbolized
in the clergy stole, which represents the towel
used to dry the disciples feet.
After the washing the disciples feet, Passover
observations continued as Christ, on the night
of betrayal and desertion, celebrated the Last
Supper.
On Maundy Thursday we commemorate and
rededicate ourselves to the mandatum novum.

Today

from the life
of the church

Jean Vanier, founder of the
L’Arche communities, has
written, “To wash the feet of
a brother or sister in Christ,
to allow someone to wash our
feet, is a sign that together
we want to follow Jesus, to
take the downward path, to
find Jesus’ presence in the
poor and the weak. Is it not a
sign that we too want to live
a heart-to-heart relationship
with others, to meet them
as a person and a friend, and
to live in communion with
them? Is it not a sign that we
yearn to be men and women
of forgiveness, to be healed
and cleansed and to heal and
cleanse others and thus to live
more fully in communion with
Jesus?”
Common Prayer: An Ordinary
Liturgy for Radicals

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

What Wondrous Love Is This - arr. William Walker

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
A table is set before us. A feast is prepared for us.
A meal of bread and wine, of meat and bitter herbs.
The Lord calls us to this supper of remembrance.
The Lord calls us to serve and to be served.
As we break the bread and share the cup,
Our understanding may fail us.
But we will never forget Christ’s example.
We will never forget the full extent of his love.
Opening prayer
Let us pray. Come. Come, O Holy One. Come through the streets. Come into the
house. Come to find a space beside us at the table. Come to challenge our answers
about:
Why tragedy comes...
Why poverty increases...
Why we are afraid.
Come O Holy One. Speak to us in the silence:
With wisdom greater than ours...
With love deeper than ours...
With change wider than ours.
Come, O Holy One. Fill in these stories with your wisdom, with your love, with
your change, so that we might rely on your answers. Here and now.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

What Wondrous Love Is This
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
Merciful God, We have sinned against heaven and before you. We do
not fully live as your sons and daughters. We use your gifts to our
own ends. Forgive us and restore us, that we may resist all that draws
us away from you, and be at peace with one another. Amen.
*Declaration of forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Give Me A Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Proclaiming the Good News
The Palm Parade

Mark 11: 1-11

Come. Join in the parade, you who need answers, you who come looking for peace.
Silence
The Anointing

Mark 14: 1-9

Come. Kneel beside her. Do not speak but remember what your hands have done to
proclaim the good news.
Silence
the Last Supper

Mark 14: 10-25

Come. Find your place at this table, you who need answers, you who came looking
for peace.
*Hymn

An Upper Room Did Our Lord Prepare
(Music on the next page)
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to Christ’s Table
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you;
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise.
Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring the Wine
Sharing the Elements
On Maundy Thursday, Holy Communion is received by intinction,
by dipping the host into the wine (metal chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).
Communion Music

Nothing But the Blood of Jesus - Arr. Moss

*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray. We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the
future because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes
to us in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to
others in Jesus’ name. May our every prayer be an action that
brings healing, reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting
world. Amen.
• 8 •

The Garden

Mark 14: 32-40

Come. Rest in the garden, you who are weary, you who do not have any answers.
Silence
The Betrayal

Mark 14: 43-50

Come. Run into your fears, and do not flee them, you need answers,
you who seek peace.
Silence
The Arrest

Mark 14: 53-65

Come. Listen for what God says that may not fit with what you have been taught
about this world or your place within it.
Silence
The Denial

Mark 14: 66-72

Come. Join those who wander through courtyards, court rooms, streets and gardens.
Join the crowds who have come looking for answers, looking for peace.
*Hymn

Go To Dark Gethsemane
(Music on the next page)
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Responding to the Good News
Offering our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Come, Break the Bread -arr. Lloyd Larson

Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving, with a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living, We may offer unto thee.
Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Jesus, Remember Me
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Stripping of the Altar

The congregation leaves in silence.
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