Gathered to Share God’s Love

May 19th, 2019

Fifth Sunday of Easter

Welcome

Today

from the life
of the church

Please turn off cell phones in the sanctuary.

Children in Worship
Infants and children bring life to our worship
and are always welcome. Worship Activity Bags
for children are located at the back of the church:
teal bags for 2-5 years, navy blue for 6-10 years.
We offer childcare in our professionally staffed
nursery in our downstairs nursery for children
ages infancy through 6 years old.
Sunday School
Preschool through adult Sunday morning
learning is offered during the 9 o’clock hour in the
Christian Education wing located on the lower
level. Toaster items & pastry are available before
Sunday school and adult forum.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for fellowship after worship in the
Son Cafe. Today’s menu is: Various sandwiches on
croissants, fruit, chips and cake.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Wi-Fi Password

Welcome!

Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming
We are an ONA church, please visit
fccmoline.org/ona for more information.
Getting connected
Please fill our pew pads to offer us a record
of your attendance.
Cover Art
Peter Preaching, Angelico, fra. ca. 1400-1455

Chickens by our Feet
The second hymn for
today is “And They’ll
Know We Are Christians
by Our Love,” and it was
chosen for its relationship
with today’s Gospel from
John, particularly “ By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”
The song was written in 1966 by Peter
Scholtes, part of the wave of guitar based
religious songs that emerged after Vatican II,
and was extremely popular. When I arrived
at one particular church as a youth pastor the
young people had sung it so much that they
had made up their own parody, “And they’ll
know we are chickens by our feet, by our feet,
and they’ll know we are chickens by our feet.”
The kids may have put their finger on a
problem with the words; we cannot tell for
certain if the singers are expressing their
aspiration to be a loving community, or if they
are bragging that they are a loving community.
John’s gospel is clearer, “By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”
Some of the congregation may be familiar with
this song from our own youth. Let us sing
together in a spirit of aspiration.
Pastor Michael

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

All Glory be to God on High - Walther

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed; Alleluia!
Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.’
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is Risen indeed; Alleluia!
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Almighty God, to know you truly is everlasting life: Grant us
so perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and
the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to
eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Risen Savior, who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Joy Dawned Again on Easter Day
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Affirmation of Baptism
*Thanksgiving for Baptism
...To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
Anthem
Thanks Be To God - Marty Haugen
Soloists - Kristinia & Adelyn Deem / Abe Peterson & Payden Meers
Chancel Choir, Cherub Choir, Children’s Choir
Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Acts 11:1-18

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the
Gentiles had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, “Why did you
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?”
Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, “I was in the
city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something
like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four
corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord;
for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ But a second
time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you
must not call profane.’ This happened three times; then everything was
pulled up again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me
from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go
with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us
how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa
and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which
you and your entire household will be saved.’ And as I began to speak, the
Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then God gave them
the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that I could hinder God?” When they heard this, they were
silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the
Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 148
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
Who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
Fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
Mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
Wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
young men and maidens,
old and young together.
Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
The Lord has raised up strength for the people
and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord.
Hallelujah!
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Scripture

Revelation 21:1-6

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home
of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his
peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their
eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for
the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne
said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words
are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from
the spring of the water of life.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Gospel

John 13:31-35

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God
will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children,
I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the
Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

They’ll Know We are Christians by our Love
(Music on the next page)
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Words and Music by
Peter Scholtes
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts - Cherwien

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication

• 10 •

Sending in Mission
Commissioning
Scripture
Questions to participants
*Congregational Affirmation
You have heard the promises of those participating in this mission. They are
a part of you and as they go, you will be going with them. Will you now offer
them the assurance of your participation by support and prayer so they
might go forth with a sense of joy and encouragement?
We promise our love, support and prayers.
*Prayer
*Act of Commissioning
*Hymn of Sending

O Holy City Seen by John
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Blessing

The Lord Bless You and Keep You - Lutkin

*Benediction
Go you are sent.
Thanks be to God. Amen
*Postlude

All Creatures of our God and King - Hopson
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O Holy City Seen by John

The altar flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
William Wandrey
Given by: The Wandrey Family
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Thank You Sunday School Teachers!
Sunday School teachers took on a NEW challenge this year,
teaching a rotation model…one Bible story taught over one
month using art, drama, games, science and cooking…what fun!
Thank you teachers for an amazing year!
Preschool
Tawnya Hoff
•
•
•

Has taught 20+years! She began when her daughter Ashley started
school.
She comes back each year because she loves the children and watching
them grow and learn.
Her favorite lesson this year was during Holy Week with the cute
donkey craft, she really loves crafts!
School Age
Aubrey Meers

•
•

This was Aubrey’s first year of teaching Sunday School and she enjoys
teaching kids.
All the different activities were so fun this year, as a way to teach kids
Bible stories.
Angie Suman

•
•

This was Angie’s first year of teaching Sunday School.
Her favorite lesson this year was making Moses basket crepes with kids.
Amanda Beck

•
•

This was Amanda’s first year of teaching and she enjoys the kids and
how they make her smile each week.
She enjoyed all of the lessons this year and how much they taught her
as well.
Tami Marshall

•
•
•

Tami has taught on and off since 2006.
She comes back each year because she enjoys working with kids and
teaching God’s Word.
Her favorite memory this year was the fun she had with the Bible
Scavenger Hunt.
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School Age
Molly Newell
•
•

This was Molly’s first year of teaching, however she was a Confirmation
mentor in years past.
Her favorite lesson this year involved a prism and rainbow, emphasizing
how different perspectives can color one’s opinion. It was fun and
interactive and enlightening.
Emilia Deem

•
•

This was Emilia’s first year as a fill-in teacher.
She enjoyed watching kids play and learn in the different classes she
worked with.
High School
Our high school teachers also took on a new challenge leading
this weekly current event study. Thanks to Brad and Christine for
dedicated service to these teens.
Brad Dye

•
•
•

Brad has taught for 5 years, starting with Kindergarten age and
promoted to high school this year.
He comes back each year because he believes that working with the
youth are key to building a strong church foundation.
He enjoyed the topical lessons this year that were often all over the
place, they led to good discussions, one discussion in particular at Flips
Pancakes with the class which required them to order more food because
they were staying so long.
Christine Nelson

•
•
•

This is Christine’s second year of teaching.
She came back to teach another year because she loves the kids and
learns a lot, too.
She has loved all of this year with their little high school group, the
discussions were always entertaining and thought provoking, and she
also enjoyed breakfast out with their crew!

• 14 •

Confirmation
Kim Fuller and Mary Newcomb have been the dynamic duo
teaching together for a few years, thanks for their time spent
with Confirmands again this year.
Mary Newcomb
•
•
•

Has taught Sunday School for 15 years.
She keeps coming back year after year because this is the place she is
supposed to be on Sunday mornings.
Her favorite memory has been working with Confirmands on their
current project, Mission Possible: Backpack Edition.
Kim Fuller

•
•
•

Kim can’t remember how long she has been teaching, but she thinks 10
years!
She keeps coming back each year because she enjoys seeing the kids
throughout their faith and into action in Confirmation.
Her favorite memory this year was the Children’s Sermon for Mission
Possible: Backpack Edition.
A special Thank You to Gayle Haun who served as Confirmation mentor
leader, as well as the Confirmation class mentors: Pam Wendt, Zach
Newcomb, Kristi Bailey, Ian Theis, Susi Llewllyn, Sunny Moorhusen, and Phil
Koenig.
Adult Bible Study
Dan Hill once again taught the Adult Bible Study and we are so
grateful for his dedication to this group.
Sunday School Shepherds
We would also like to recognize and give thanks to our weekly
Sunday School Shepherds, without you Sunday School would not
be such a loving and easy place for children and teachers.
Cindy Erickson, Sonya and Dave Geenen, Desiree Grace, Gayle
Haun, Kerry Johnson, Harleigh Jones, John McCooley, Laura Miller,
Sunny Moorhusen, Lynsy Oswald, Kelly Powell, Lauren Powell, Steve
Schippers, Abby Stickell, Kara and Scott Waletzko, Tanya Wandrey,
Pam Wendt, Lori Willhite, Sara Wynn.
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Serving Today
Ushers
4/5/6 CE Class

Lector
Phil Koenig

Usher Guides
Mary Lou Carlson
Tom Woodburn

Liturgist
Audra Bailey

North Door Greeters
Mary Cox

Sound Tech
Bill Henning
Guest Organist/Pianist
Marcia Renaud

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org`
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