Gathered to Share God’s Love

June 23rd, 2019

Second Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome

Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please
check-in with our Church App and via social
media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years,
navy blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of
sanctuary; professionally staffed nursery,
infancy through 6 years old, available
downstairs; Hearthside Parenting room, with
diaper-changing station, privacy for nursing
mothers, and livecast of worship, provided
in church office (use side exit and follow the
signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front
two sections. The two sections behind the
side aisles are reserved for our guests and for
privacy. Children’s time is not live streamed.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with
all people regardless of sexual orientation,
gender expression or identity. All people are
welcome to participate fully in the life of the
church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
Now, theology is like the map. Merely
learning and thinking about the Christian
doctrines, if you stop there, is less real
and less exciting than the sort of thing
my friend got in the desert [when he felt
God’s presence while out along under the
stars]. Doctrines are not God: they are only
a kind of map. But that map is based on
the experience of hundreds of people who
really were in touch with God--experiences
compare with which any thrills of pious
feelings you and I are likely to get on
our own are very elementary and very
confused. And secondly, if you want to get
any further, you must use the map. You see,
what happened to that man in the desert
may have been real, and was certainly
exciting, but nothing comes of it. It leads
nowhere. There is nothing to do about it.
In fact, that is just why a vague religion--all
about feeling God in nature, and so on--is
so attractive. It is all thrills and no work;
like watching the waves from the beach.
But you will not get to Newfoundland by
studying the Atlantic that way, and you
will not get eternal life by simply feeling
the presence of God in flowers or music.
Neither will you get anywhere by looking at
maps without going to sea. Nor will you be
very safe if you go to sea without a map.
Mere Christianity
C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

Better is One Day arr. Moss

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Break down the barriers that divide us, O Lord.
Tear down the walls of hostility and fear.
Melt the barbed wire of anger and hatred.
Breathe new life into your people, O God.
For we are called to newness in Christ Jesus.
We are all brothers and sisters through God’s love.
Come, let us worship the God who removes obstacles from our paths.
Let us praise God who seeks to unite us in peace. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Open our hearts today, O Lord, to feel the powerful strength
and love you have for us. Help us to listen, not only with our ears, but
with our spirits for your words of compassion and healing. Enable us to
become more faithful disciples for you; for we ask this in the name of
our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Children of the Heavenly Father
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, against
one another, and against the earth entrusted to our care. We are
worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love you
above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away
from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the
freedom of your Son, Jesus Chris our Lord. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time

Audra Bailey

Prayer for Illumination
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Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

1 Kings 19:1-4, 8-15a

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,
“So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the
life of one of them by this time tomorrow.” Then he was afraid; he got up and
fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his
servant there. But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and
came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die:
“It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my
ancestors.”
He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty
days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to
a cave, and spent the night there. Then the word of the Lord came to him,
saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword.
I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” He said, “Go out
and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.”
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake;
and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the
fire a sound of sheer silence.
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very zealous
for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant,
thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord said to
him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 42
As the deer longs for the water-brooks,
so longs my soul for you, O God.
I thirst for God, for the living God;
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
My tears have been my food day and night,
while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?”
I pour out my soul when I think on these things;
how I went with the multitude and led them into the house of
God, with shouts of thanksgiving, among those keeping festival.
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul,
and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks to the one
who is my help and my God.
My Soul is heavy within me;
therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan,
and from the peak of Mizar among the heights of Hermon.
One deep calls to another in the roar of your cascades;
all your rapids and floods have gone over me.
The Lord grants lovingkindness in the daytime.
in the night season the Lord’s song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.
I will say to the God of my strength, “Why have you rejected me,
and why do I wander in such gloom
while the enemy oppresses me?”
While my bones are being broken, my enemies mock me to my face;
all day long they mock me and say me, “Where now is your God?”
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Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul,
and why are you so disquieted within me?
Puy your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks
to the one who is my help and my God.
Psalm 43
Give judgement for me, O God,
and defend my cause against an ungodly people;
deliver me from the deceitful and the wicked.
For you are the God of my strength; why have you rejected me,
and why do I wander in such gloom
while the enemy oppresses me?
Send out your light and your truth, that they may lead me,
and bring me to your holy hill and to your sanctuary;
that I may go to the altar of God, to the God of my joy and gladness;
and on the harp I will give thanks to you, O God my God.
Why are you so full of heaviness, O My soul
and why are you so disquieted within me?
Put your trust in God, for I will yet give thanks
to the one who is my help and my God.
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Scripture

Galatians 3:23-29

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come,
we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all
children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you
are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s
offspring, heirs according to the promise.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music
*Gospel

Luke 8:26-39

Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.
As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For
a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of
his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I
beg you, do not torment me”-- for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to
come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under
guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and
be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, “What is your
name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. They begged
him not to order them to go back into the abyss.
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Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. When the swineherds
saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country.
Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to
Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.
Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by
demons had been healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country
of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great
fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons
had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying,
“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he
went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for
him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

As the Deer
(Music on next page)
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As The Deer
Words and Music by
Martin Nystrom

As the Deer
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Improvisation on Change My Heart, O God

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

We Walk By Faith
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

Rock of Ages arr. Thomas Hastings

The altar flowers are given
to the glory of God and in loving memory of
Rezin and Charlotte Scott
Given by: The Ylinen Family
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We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight
We Walk By Faith
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Serving Today
Scouts Ushers
Bruce Wood
Cliff Carlson
Patti Ensey
Shirley Morton
Adelyn Deem
Jane Bailey
Charles Curry
Church Members Involved in Scouts
Laura Miller
Linda Gimble
Rachel Dyer
Josh Dyer
Kimberly Dyer
Mary Newcomb

Scouts Liturgist
Connie Leader
Scouts Lectors
Christian Marshall
Kristinia Deem
Briton Bailey
Sound Tech/Live@FCC
Jeff Newcomb
Bus Driver
Mike Bealer
North Door Greeter
Kathy Harris

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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