Gathered to Share God’s Love

August 11th, 2019

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome

Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please checkin with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front
two sections. The two sections behind the side
aisles are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and
hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including
the rites, sacraments, and leadership of the
congregation.
Cover Art: Alms, Janos Thorma (1870-1937)

Today

from the life
of the church
... Sitting here in Dr. Coffin’s garden I have
had the time to think and to pray about my
situation and that of my nation and to have
God’s will for me clarified. I have come to
the conclusion that I have made a mistake in
coming to America. I must live through this
difficult period of our national history with
the Christian people of Germany. I will have
no right to participate in the reconstruction
of Christian life in Germany after the war. If
I do no share the trials of this time with my
people. My brethren in the Confessing Synod
wanted me to go. They may have been right
in urging me to do so; but I was wrong in
going. Such a decision each man must make
for himself. Christians in Germany will face
the terrible alternative of either willing the
defeat of their nation in order that Christian
civilization may survive, or willing the victory
of their nation and thereby destroying
our civilization. I know which of these
alternatives I must chose; but I cannot make
that choice in security...
A letter to Reinhold Niebuhr from
Lakeville, Connecticut, July 1939
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
The Lord calls us today to be people of justice and mercy.
Our worship is hollow if it focuses only on our own gratification.
The Lord asks that our words of hope become actions of peace.
Thanks be to God who challenges and calls us.
Let our ministry together bring peace and justice.
Let our lives reflect God’s love and mercy. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray; Surprising God of mercy and love, thank you for calling to
us this day. We praise you that you challenge us to show our faith in
ministries of peace and justice, offering compassion to all in need. Open
our hearts and minds today to hear your words of encouragement and
challenge. We offer this prayer in Jesus’ Name Amen.
*Opening Hymn

All Who Love and Serve Your City
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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All Who Love and Serve Your City
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*Call to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, against
one another, and against the earth entrusted to our care. We are
worried and distracted by many things, and we fail to love you
above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves and turn away
from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the
freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time
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Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of
Judah.
Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Listen to the teaching of
our God, you people of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your
sacrifices? says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and
the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or
of goats. When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your
hand? Trample my courts no more; bringing offerings is futile; incense is
an abomination to me. New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation-I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons and
your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, I
am weary of bearing them.
When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even
though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of
blood. Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your
doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice,
rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. Come now,
let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be like snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like
wool. If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good of the land; but
if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword; for the mouth
of the Lord has spoken.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
The mighty one, God the Lord, has spoken;
calling the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God shines forth in glory.
Our God will come and will not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a raging storm.
God calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgement of the people.
“Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice.”
The heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause,
for it is God who is judge.
“Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against you;
for I am God, your God.
I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
your burnt offerings are always before me.
Consider this well, you who forget God,
lest I tear you apart and there be none to deliver you.
Whoever offers me a sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me,
I will show the salvation of God to those who go the right way.”
Scripture

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand
that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was
made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was
to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going.
By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign
land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the
same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose
architect and builder is God.
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By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old
and Sarah herself was barren--because he considered him faithful who
had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” All of these died in faith without
having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them.
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for
people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music
*Gospel

Luke 12: 32-40

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves
that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also. “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are
waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of the house
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his
house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an unexpected hour.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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624
Sermon

Jesus, Still Lead On Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn
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Evangelical Lutheran Worship 624
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Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.
Music (SEELENBRÄUTIGAM 5 5 8 8 5 5): Adam Drese, 1620-1701
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

How Firm a Foundation
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor
of my five grandchildren
Given by: Carol Dyer
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463

How Firm a Foundation
How Firm a Foundation
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Serving Today
Ushers
Kathy Harris
Mary Curry
Charles Curry
Brendan Young
Cliff Carlson
North Door Greeters
Don Shearer
JoAnn Wandrey

Lector/Liturgist
Mary Newcomb
Sound Tech/Live@FCC
Jeff Newcomb
Bus Driver
Mike Bealer

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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