Gathered to Share God’s Love

September 22nd, 2019

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in
with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through 6
years old, available downstairs; Hearthside Parenting
room, with diaper-changing station, privacy for
nursing mothers, and livecast of worship, provided
in church office (use side exit and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles are
reserved for our guests and for privacy. Children’s
time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs. Today’s Menu:
Eggs Benedict casserole, fruit, toaster items, donut
holes and dessert treats.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing
amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people
regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression
or identity. All people are welcome to participate
fully in the life of the church, including the rites,
sacraments, and leadership of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
The “preferential option for the poor”
refers to a theme, throughout the Bible, of
preference being given to the well-being
of the poor and powerless of society in
the teachings and commands of God as
well as the prophets and other righteous
people. Jesus taught that on the Day of
Judgment, God will ask what each person
did to help the poor and needy: “Amen,
I say to you, whatever you did for one of
these least brothers of mine, you did for
me.” (Matthew 25:31-46)
Through our words, prayers and deeds
Jesus calls us to solidarity with, and
compassion for, the poor. In scripture this
same concern is asked for in community
and national life. Accordingly, this theme
implies that the moral test of any society
is how it treats its most vulnerable
members. The poor have the most urgent
moral claim on the conscience of the
community and nation. We are called to
evaluate public policy decisions in terms of
how they affect the poor.
Since its inception, Methodism has
emphasized a preferential option for
the poor. Early Methodism reached
individuals that the established church did
not, such as miners and other workers,
aiding in its spread.
This belief manifested itself in Congregationalism through the Underground Railroad and abolition, as well as abolishing
the former pew rental system.
Rev. Michael Swartz

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Who is like our God, who is seated on high,
who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?
God raises the poor from the dust, and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing
mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, running to
obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ our Risen Savior, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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1. Praise, my soul, the King of heav en, to the throne thy trib ute bring;
2. Praise the Lord for grace and fa vor to all peo ple in dis tress;
3. An gels in the heights, a dor ing, you be hold God face to face;
4.
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*Call to Confession
Silence is kept for reflection
*Prayer of Confession
God our helper, we confess the many ways
We have failed to live as your disciples.
We have not finished what we began.
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Amos 8:4-7

Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the
land, saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the
ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling
the sweepings of the wheat.” The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 113
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the Lord;
praise the name of the Lord.
Let the name of the Lord be blessed.
from this time forth forevermore.
From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the Lord be praised.
The Lord is high above all nations,
God’s glory above the heavens.
Who is like the Lord our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
but stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
The Lord takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
The Lord makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!
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Scripture

1 Timothy 2:1-7

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and
dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who
desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human, who gave himself a ransom for all--this was
attested at the right time. For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and
truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem

In All Things, God Works for Our Good - Lloyd Larson

*Gospel

Luke 16:1-13

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property.
So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you?
Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my
manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now
that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough
to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I
am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much
do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to
him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’
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Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred
containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’
And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their
own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes. “Whoever is faithful in a very little is
faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest
also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth,
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful
with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave
can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other,
or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
wealth.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

O What Shall I Render?
(Music on the next page)
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O What Shall I Render?
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
(Music on next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Louis and Mayola Schippers
Given by: Steven and Judy Schippers
• 13 •
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TEXT: Edward Mote, c. 1834, alt.
MUSIC (SOLID ROCK, LM with refrain): William Batchelder Bradbury, 1863, alt.
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Serving Today
Ushers
Kerry & Noah Johnson
Angie & Ella Suman

Lector/Liturgist
Phil Koenig

Usher Guides
Kathy Harris

Bus Driver
Mike Bealer

Sound Tech/Live@FCC
Steve Schippers

North Door Greeters
Don Shearer

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org
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