Gathered to Share God’s Love

September 8th, 2019

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in
with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through 6
years old, available downstairs; Hearthside Parenting
room, with diaper-changing station, privacy for
nursing mothers, and livecast of worship, provided
in church office (use side exit and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles are
reserved for our guests and for privacy. Children’s
time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for the kick-off cook out and party
after worship outside. Today’s Menu: Pulled pork
and beef brisket, coleslaw, fruit & assorted desserts.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins and hearing
amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people
regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression
or identity. All people are welcome to participate
fully in the life of the church, including the rites,
sacraments, and leadership of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
Here is the grace conferred by these
heavenly mysteries, the gift which
Easter brings, the most longedfor feast of the year. Here are the
beginnings of creatures newly formed:
children born from the life-giving
font of holy church, born anew with
the simplicity of little ones, and
crying out with the evidence of a
clean conscience. Chaste fathers and
inviolate mothers accompany this new
family, countless in number, born to
new life through faith. As they emerge
from the grace-giving womb of the
font, a blaze of candles burns brightly
beneath the tree of faith.
Ancient Easter homily
Religion is nothing else but this
promise of God. Every religious
practice, every rite, all liturgy is a
form of the recitation of the name
of the Lord and in principle should
have a real virtue, the virtue of
saving whoever devotes herself to
performing it with desire.
Simone Weil
As many of you as were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is no longer Jew or
Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for
all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:27-28

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Come out of the darkness of despair into the brightness of God’s
transforming love.
We praise God for God’s presence with us!
Prepare your hearts and spirits to receive God’s mercy and healing.
We thank God for God’s mercy toward us.
Come, let us praise and worship God who is always with us.
Thanks be to God at all times and in all places. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Lord, we come to worship and to thank you for the many
ways you guide our lives. We ask that our hearts, our ears, and our
spirits may be open to your healing words of love. In the name of Christ
we pray. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

How Firm a Foundation
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Children’s Time

Invitation

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

Service of Baptism

Address
Questions of the Candidates
*Congregational Assent
People of God, do you promise your love, support, and care for Jett Blair
Carlson-Lopez as he lives and grows in Christ?
We promise our love, support, and care.
*Profession of Faith
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,
and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?
I renounce them.
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With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended to heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
*Prayer of Baptism
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Naming of a Child; Act of Baptism

Jett Blair Carlson-Lopez
Baptism Parade
*Baptismal Hymn

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

*Prayer for the Baptized
Let us pray. Bless this child, and his parents, we pray, and give
them strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering,
the joy of faith, the freedom of love, and the hope of new life;
through Jesus Christ, who makes us one. Amen.
*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding
you today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing
his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and
become numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that
you are entering to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do
not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them,
I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the
land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven
and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants
may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him;
for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the
land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked,
Nor lingered in the way of sinners,
Nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
Their delight is in the law of the Lord,
And they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.
They are like trees planted by streams of water,
Bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither
Everything they do shall prosper.
It is not so with the wicked;
They are like chaff which the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes,
Nor the sinner in the council of the righteous,
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous
But the way of the wicked will perish.
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Scripture

Philemon 1:1-21

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,
To Philemon our dear friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, to
Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
When I remember you in my prayers, I always thank my God because I hear
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. I pray
that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all
the good that we may do for Christ. I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.
For this reason, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to
do your duty, yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love--and I,
Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become
during my imprisonment. Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is
indeed useful both to you and to me. I am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you. I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of
service to me in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel; but
I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order that your good
deed might be voluntary and not something forced. Perhaps this is the
reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him
back forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother-especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the
Lord.
So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome
me. If he has wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to
my account. I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say
nothing about your owing me even your own self. Yes, brother, let me have
this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of
your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more
than I say.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
• 10 •

Special Music

This Little Light of Mine, arr. Mark Hayes

*Gospel

Luke 14:25-33

Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them,
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he
has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’
Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one
who comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the
other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace.
So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
(Music on the next page)
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I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Every Time I Feel the Spirit
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

Special thanks to the Mossman Quintet:
Mason Moss, piano | Devon White, bass | David Soliz, drums
Karli Bunn, saxophone | Demetrio Lyle, trumpet
The rose on the altar is in celebration of the birth of
Logan Matthew Theis born on July 17th, 2019.
Logan Matthew is the son of Erica and Ian Theis and
the grandson of Carolin & Hollis Hohensee, Bob & Linda Theis
The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of our parents:
Vivian & Dick Jones and Fran & Bud Larsen
Given by: Virginia and Alan Larsen
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Every Time I Feel the Spirit
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Serving Today
Ushers
Confirmation Class

Lector
Kelsy McCormick
Zach Wynn

Usher Guides
Shirley Morton
Kim Fuller

Liturgist
Kenzie Smith

North Door Greeters
Don Shearer

Sound Tech/Live@FCC
Jeff Newcomb
Bus Driver
Mike Bealer

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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