Gathered to Share God’s Love

October 27th, 2019

Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in
with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front
two sections. The two sections behind the side
aisles are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs. Today’s
Menu: scrambled eggs, bacon, fruit, tator tots or
hashbrowns, toaster items.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people
regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression
or identity. All people are welcome to participate
fully in the life of the church, including the rites,
sacraments, and leadership of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
“The October breeze brings my dog many
scents other than grouse, each of which
may lead to its own peculiar episode.
When he points with a certain humorous
expression of the ears, I know he has
found a bedded rabbit. Once a deadserious point yielded no bird, but still
the dog stood frozen; in a tuft of sedge
under his very nose was a fat sleeping
coon, getting his share of October sun.
At least once on each hunt the dog bays
a skunk, usually in some denser-thanordinary thicket of blackberries. Once
the dog pointed in midstream: a whir of
wings upriver, followed by three musical
cries, told me he had interrupted a wood
duck’s dinner. Not infrequently he finds
jacksnipe in heavily pastured alders, and
lastly he may put out a deer, bedded for
the day on a high streambank flanked
by alder bog. Has the deer a poetical
weakness for singing waters, or a practical
liking for a bed that cannot be approached
without making a noise? Judging by the
indignant flick of his great white flag it
might be either, or both.”
A Sand County Almanac: With Other Essays
on Conservation from Round River
by Aldo Leopold

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
From the beginning, in Christ is life,
and the life is the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray: Holy God, we commend our spirit and our church to your
loving care, and while we do not want to be self-absorbed and think
it is all up to us, we do believe that each of us has some part to do to
bring light to the world you love so much, as followers of Jesus Christ,
the light of the world. We are grateful to those who have gone before
and given this beautiful room to us as a legacy, and seek to receive this
gift with gratitude and do our part to preserve it for generations yet to
come. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Gather Us In
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Call to Confession
Silence is kept for reflection
*Prayer of Confession
God our helper, we confess the many ways
We have failed to live as your disciples.
We have not finished what we began.
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Cherub Choir

This Little Light of Mine

Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Ruth 1:6-18

Then she started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country
of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had had
consideration for his people and given them food. So she set out from the
place where she had been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they
went on their way to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her
two daughters-in-law, ‘Go back each of you to your mother’s house. May
the Lord deal kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.
The Lord grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your
husband.’ Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, ‘No,
we will return with you to your people.’ But Naomi said, ‘Turn back, my
daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that
they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way,
for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for
me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then
wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No,
my daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the
hand of the Lord has turned against me.’ Then they wept aloud again. Orpah
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her.
So she said, ‘See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her
gods; return after your sister-in-law.’ But Ruth said,
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‘Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
Where you die, I will die—
there will I be buried.
May the Lord do thus and so to me,
and more as well,
if even death parts me from you!’
When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more
to her.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 145:16-20
You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
You fulfill the desire of those who fear you;
you hear their cry and save them.
You watch over all those who love you,
but all the wicked you shall destroy.
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Scripture

Acts 20:25-38

‘And now I know that none of you, among whom I have gone about
proclaiming the kingdom, will ever see my face again. Therefore I declare
to you this day that I am not responsible for the blood of any of you, for I
did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God. Keep watch
over yourselves and over all the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has made
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God that he obtained with the
blood of his own Son. I know that after I have gone, savage wolves will come
in among you, not sparing the flock. Some even from your own group will
come distorting the truth in order to entice the disciples to follow them.
Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or
day to warn everyone with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the
message of his grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you
the inheritance among all who are sanctified. I coveted no one’s silver or gold
or clothing. You know for yourselves that I worked with my own hands to
support myself and my companions. In all this I have given you an example
that by such work we must support the weak, remembering the words of the
Lord Jesus, for he himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” ’
When he had finished speaking, he knelt down with them all and prayed.
There was much weeping among them all; they embraced Paul and kissed
him, grieving especially because of what he had said, that they would not see
him again. Then they brought him to the ship.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem

Family of Light - Tina English, arr. Rouse

*Gospel

Matthew 13:3-9

And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out
to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and
ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much
soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away.
Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.
Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

We Plow the Fields and Scatter
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn of Sending

Sending in Mission
Arise Your Light Is Come

*Choral Benediction
*Benediction
*Postlude
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The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Kathryn “Mary Koivun” Jacobs
Given by: Jake and Sarah Dahl
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Serving Today
Ushers
Justin Brown
Margaret Brown
Myles Brown
Cameron Brown
Usher Guides
Cliff Carlson
Zach Wynn
North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Gary Hammond

Lector
Carol Freeman
Liturgist
Phil Koenig
Live@FCC
Steve Schippers
Andrew Michl
Guest Pianist/Organist
Marcia Renaud

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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