Gathered to Share God’s Love

November 17th, 2019

Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in
with our Church App and via social media.

Today

from the life
of the church
Peaceable Kingdom

For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front
two sections. The two sections behind the side
aisles are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs.
Today’s Menu: Pork loin with stuffing, cranberry
sauce, pumpkin and apple pie, toaster items.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including
the rites, sacraments, and leadership of the
congregation.

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but
the serpent--its food shall be dust! They
shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, says the LORD. - Prophet Isaiah
On various occasions in the Prophets,
God’s peaceable kingdom is foretold.
Sometimes with the image of a wolf and a
lamb, more often the lion and lamb. It is
an enormously evocative image.
I have a collection of Christmas cards
given to me over the years with this image
on them. Indeed, the image has become
cliche. Yet, to be cliche means to be well
known, and if Christ and Christmas is
overly well known for their connection to
peace, then bring it on.
We could do far worse.
Pastor Michael

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

Partita on “Nettleton” - John Eggert

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Sing praises to our God …
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
God is coming to judge the earth.
God will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.
*Opening Prayer
Let us Pray. Blessed Sovereign, who caused all holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn,
and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

For the Fruit of All Creation
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Fu ture needs in earth’s safe keep ing, Thanks be to God.
In the har vests we
are shar ing, God’s will is done.
Most of
all, that love has found us, Thanks be to God.
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*Call to Confession
Silence is kept for reflection
*Prayer of Confession
God our helper, we confess the many ways
We have failed to live as your disciples.
We have not finished what we began.
We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers.
We have been captivated by our possessions.
Lift our burdens, gracious God.
Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin.
Raise us to new life you have chosen for us
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Isaiah 65:17-25

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things
shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in
what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people
as a delight. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more
shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more shall
there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does
not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered
a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.
They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat
their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and
another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and
my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. They shall not labour in
vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the
Lord—and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while
they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust!
They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 98
Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
O Lord, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
Sing to the Lord with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the Lord.
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
Let the rivers clap their hands
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,
who comes to judge the earth.
the Lord will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.
Scripture

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to
keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the
tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought
to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat
anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labour we worked night
and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do
not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even
when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to
work should not eat. For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere
busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command and exhort
in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.
Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Anthem

Prelude on Thaxed - O God Beyond All Praising - by Holst / Helman

*Gospel

Luke 20:27-38

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, ‘As for these things that
you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all
will be thrown down.’
They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that
this is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray;
for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do
not go after them.
‘When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.’ Then he
said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues;
and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.
‘But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to
testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; for I
will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to
withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be
hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By
your endurance you will gain your souls.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

Watcher, Tell Us of the Night
(Music on the next page)
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Watcher, Tell Us of the Night
Watcher, Tell Us of the Night
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above - arr Kevin McChesney

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication

• 10 •

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

O Day of God, Draw Near

*Benediction
*Postlude

Jig Fugue - Buxtehude

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Mason and Jeanette Satterthwaite,
Jeanne Satterthwaite and
Lester and Lucille Korsmeyer
Given by: Steve and Leanne Satterthwaite
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Serving Today
Ushers/Greeters
Dixie Duckett
Lucas Eaton
Sunny Moorhusen
Linda Shearer

North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Carson Stickell
Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson

Lector
Phil Koenig
Liturgist
Carol Freeman
Live@FCC
Bill Henning
Zach Wynn
Noah Suman
Guest Pianist/Organist
Marcia Renaud

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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