Gathered to Share God’s Love

Hallelujah Sunday
December 22nd, 2019

Fourth Sunday In Advent

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please checkin with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles
are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs. Today’s
Menu: Donuts, ham, fruit, and mac and cheese.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of
the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
There remains an experience of incomparable
value. We have for once learnt to see the great
events of world history from below, from the
perspective of the outcast, the suspects, the
maltreated, the powerless, the oppressed,
the reviled--in short, from the perspective
of those who suffer. The important thing is
that neither bitterness nor envy should have
gnawed at the heart during this time, that
we should have come to look with new eyes
at matters great and small, sorrow and joy,
strength and weakness, that our perception of
generosity, humanity, justice and mercy should
have become clearer, freer, less corruptible.
We have to learn that personal suffering
is a more effective key, a more rewarding
principle for exploring the world in thought
and action than personal good fortune. This
perspective from below must not become the
partisan possession of those who are eternally
dissatisfied; rather, we must do justice to life
in all its dimensions from a higher satisfaction,
whose foundation is beyond any talk of “from
below” or “from above.” This is the way in
which we may affirm it.
Letter and Papers From Prison
Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen – arr. Clarke

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Through Advent, we have encountered Hope, Peace and Joy.
Today Belief and Love are the theme.
Today we will hear the story of surprising commitment.
We will learn of Mary and God’s wonderful love.
Today we will be challenged to believe in all that God can do.
Open our hearts, Lord, that we may be ready for your love. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, Lord, be with us this morning as we encounter Mary and
hear of the wondrous news that she received. Remind us that, like
Mary, each one of us is a bearer of your Good News. We are called to
proclaim hope, peace, joy, and love in your name. Open our hearts and
our spirits today to receive with great joy the love that you have for us.
For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
Choral Introit

A Christmas Introit – Audrey Snyder

*Opening Hymn

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Lighting the Advent Candle

Frederiksen Family
Justin, Morgan, Penelope & Piper

Let us pray. Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas
season. As these candles are lit, light our lives with your
imagination. Show us the creative power of hope. Teach us the
peace that comes from justice. Fill us with the kind of joy that
cannot be contained, but must be shared. Magnify your love
within us. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, that we
may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.

When God Is A Child
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*Call to Confession
Silence is kept for reflection.
*Prayer of Confession
As we wait and watch for the promised day of salvation,
We open our hearts to you, O God.
Search us and know us.
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Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Isaiah 7:10-16

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying,
Ask a sign of the Lord your God;
let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.
But Ahaz said,
I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.
Then Isaiah said:
‘Hear then, O house of David!
Is it too little for you weary mortals,
that you weary my God also?
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel.
He shall eat curds and honey
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.
For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good,
the land before whose two kings you are in dread
will be deserted.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
O Lord God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
the one you have made so strong for yourself.
And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your name.
Scripture

Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the
gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the
holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from
David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power
according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ
our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring
about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,
including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Celebrations Choir

Sing We Now of Christmas - C.C.Miller

*Gospel

Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel’,
which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
(Music on the next page)
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Christ the babe is Lord of all!
Christ the babe was born for you!

Glory to God 128
TEXT: Polish carol; trans. Edith M. G. Reed, 1920; rev. 1921
MUSIC (W ŻŁOBIE ŁEŻY 8.7.8.7.8.8.7.7): Polish folk melody; harm. Arthur E. Rusbridge, 1962

• 10 •

 
 

 




 





  
 


Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head – Monaco

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Angels We Have Heard On High
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

“Hallelujah” chorus, from Messiah - G.F.Handel

Serving Today
Ushers/Greeters
Beck Family

Lector
Barbara Guss

North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Lucas Eaton

Liturgist
Phil Koenig

Bus Driver
Dieter Harle
Live@FCC
Steve Schippers
Andrew Michl

Quad City Brass
Alan Guss
Dave Humburg
Ron Morton
Todd Slothower
Lee Weimer
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Les anges dans nos campagnes/
Angels We Have Heard on High

Lift Up Your Hearts 82
Words: French, 18th c.; tr. Crown of Jesus Music, 1862, alt., P.D.
Music (GLORIA 7.7.7.7 refrain 3.6.3.6): French, 18th c.; arr. Edward S. Barnes, 1937, P.D.
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Christmas Poinsettias

Given in memory of:

Our Grandparents:
Burl & Barb Deem; Roger & Bernice Deem
Ralph & Lois Martin; Harold Wade

Given By:

Bradley and Emilia Deem
Sarah and Jake Dahl, Bekka Jacobs

Kathryn Jacobs

Daughters Susan and Sally

Gilbert and Dorothy Wiedenhoeft
Harold & Mildred Griffith
Karen Griffith Billman; Andy Billman

Jeff and Pam Griffith and Family
Brown and Ulrich Family

Tom & Ef Honsenga
Family & Friends

Ray and Sheila Nelson

Paul Wadsworth

Lois Wadsworth and Family
Bob and Laura Miller

Nicole Miller Smith
Lawerence & Zella Brewer

Larry Brewer

Robert & Priscilla Seeds;
Robert & Norma Tunberg

Jon and Michelle Tunberg and Family
J.R. and Toni Stotts

Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Stotts
Robert Moore; Charles & Jane Bloome
Alma Moore & Thomas Rogers

Diann Moore and Ashley Moore
Jim and Jeanne Gale

Jay Gale & Don Nordstrom
Nicole Miller Smith; Richard Stanely Lance
Kenieth Michael Smith

Josh, Mackenzie and Cameron Smith
Their Family

Henry & Dorothy Parsons
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Given in memory of:

Given By:
Beverly Leinfelder

Joseph T Leinfelder M.D.

JoAnn Wandrey and Family

William Wandrey Jr.

Laura & Lisa Schippers

Grandpa
Adolph & Carita Barth
Herbert & Phyllis Hohensee

Carolin and Hollis Hohensee and Family
Ralph Harris

Carolyn Harris

Susan Workman

Ken Workman & Kelly Bowden
Ron & Doris Carlson & Janet Laub
Walter, Sheila & Grant McKernie

Cliff & Heather Carlson
Barbara Larson

A. Willard & Vivian Larson

Families of James Millman and Richard Parsons

Charles & Helen Ortman; Bill Heald

Shirley Morton and Jack Vrstal

Craig Morton & Jan Vrstal

Pam & Cissy Wendt

Mike Wendt; Wendt Family; Barron Family
Cappy & Janet May; Galeno & Mary Panicucci

Arno and Vivian Panicucci

Dale & Ireta Shallberg; Sandra Shallberg Barrett

Jack and Julie and Family

To celebrate grands: Sophia, Myles, Matthew, Rachel, & Lily
Louise & Charles Stisser
Violet, Oscar & Jay Armstrong

Carol Dyer
Marcella & Russ Armstrong

John Frederic Teufel

Susan LLewellyn

Bill & Billie Seesland

Their Daughters: Bonnie, Tooker and Eileen
Dyer Family

Norma Yake & Katherine Dedow
Joseph W. Glass, Rev. David T. Bailey; Ray & Fein Caton

Sandy Caton Glass-Bailey

Sara Wynn | Lois Florence | Kermit Wells | Melissa Bigelow | Barbara Trimble
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First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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