Gathered to Share God’s Love

Christmas
Decorations

December 8th, 2019

Second Sunday In Advent

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in
with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles are
reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs. Today’s Menu:
Ham and cheese sliders, hash browns, fruit, cake
and ice cream.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people
regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression
or identity. All people are welcome to participate
fully in the life of the church, including the rites,
sacraments, and leadership of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
In an age which offers a variety of escapes
from the human condition, Christians are
more than ever a sign of contradiction.
They continue to believe that the search
for God must begin with the acceptance
of the human. They believe this because it
is in the stable of humanity that God has
come in search of us.
In the human experience of Jesus, God
became available to us in the depth of
human life. Thus, a Christian believes
that the experience of ultimate meaning
comes not from a leap out of the human
condition, a journey through its dark
waters.
John Heagle
With the drawing of this Love and the
voice of this Calling
We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.
T.S. Eliot

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude

Prepare the Royal Highway - arr. Casler

Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”
Make the pathways straight.
Every valley will be filled, and every mountain will be leveled.
The crooked will be made straight.
The rough and rocky ways will be smoothed.
All will see the salvation of God.
The peace of the Lord begins,
And the way of the Lord is prepared
through repentance and forgiveness.
We give our hearts to you, O God,
Look favorably upon us,
and let your peace begin with us.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray, Holy Source of life and hope, open our ears to hear, our eyes
to see, and our hearts to love, that we may come to know your ways
and follow your paths. Help us grow in love for our neighbors, as we
prepare for the coming of the one who calls us to reject the darkness
and to receive the true light. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Prepare the Way, O Zion
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Guitar chords in Pew Edition do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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Glory to God 106
TEXT: Frans Mikael Franzen, 1812, rev. 1819; trans. Augustus Nelson, 1958; adapt. Charles P. Price, 1980, alt.; © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188. All rights reserved. Used by Permission.
MUSIC (BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN 7.6.7.6.7.7 with refrain): Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697; arr. American Lutheran Hymnal, 1930
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Lighting the Advent Candle

Lopez Family
Travis, Kristin, Finley & Kaiya

Let us pray. Eternal God, we thank you for the gift Christ’s peace.
In this Advent season, prepare our hearts as we seek to share
this gift of peace with the sick, the hungry, and the lonely. In
Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

When God Is A Child
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Children’s Time

Invitation

Service of Baptism

Address
Questions of the Candidates
*Congregational Assent
People of God, do you promise your love, support, and care for Calvin
Michael Smith as he lives and grow in Christ?
We promise our love, support, and care.
*Profession of Faith
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,
and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from God?
I renounce them.
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended to heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
*Prayer of Baptism
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Naming of a Child; Act of Baptism

Calvin Michael Smith
Baptism Parade
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*Baptismal Hymn

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

*Prayer for the Baptized
Let us pray. Bless this child, and his parents, we pray, and give
them strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering,
the joy of faith, the freedom of love, and the hope of new life;
through Jesus Christ, who makes us one. Amen.

*Passing the Peace MCC Youth Activities
Highyou
School
Youth:
The peace of Christ be with
always.
Sunday,
December
18
And also with you.

Join Pastor Ann and Pastor Christa at 2:30 pm
in leading a Christmas Service and share in fellowship with the residents.
at StoneRidge

THANK YOU!

In this season of Giving, a sincere thank you to the 152 families and
individuals who have returned their 2017 Pledge Cards. Your commitment is a
blessing to our ministry and will assist in the planning of our 2017 church
• 8 • pledge card, please drop it in the
budget. If you have not yet returned your
Sunday offering or at the church office. Mailing is fine also! Thank you for

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;
that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
May he live as long as the sun and the moon endure,
from one generation to another.
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace
till the moon shall be no more.
Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel
you alone do wondrous deeds!
And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture

Romans 15:4-13

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for
the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify
God for his mercy. As it is written,
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your
name’; and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; and
again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Anthem

Prepare! - by Joseph Martin
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*Gospel

Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” ’
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and
all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.
‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will
clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry
(Music on the next page)
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The Worshiping Church 136
WORDS: Charles Coffin, 1736; tr. John Chandler, 1837, alt.
MUSIC (PUER NOBIS, L.M.): Trier manuscript, 15th C.; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609; harm. George R. Woodward, 1910
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory

Hosanna Now Through Advent - arr. Busarow

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication

Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

Rejoice, Rejoice Believers - arr. Hahn
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TEXT: Georg Weissel, 1642; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855, 1863
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Serving Today
Ushers/Greeters
3rd Grade Class
Usher Guide
Kim Fuller
North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Careyna Wennekamp
Bus Driver
Cliff Carlson
Guest Pianist/Organist
Marcia Renaud

Lectors
Alex Beck
Ava Beck
Reading Guide
Kenzie Smith
Liturgist
Kelsy McCormick
Live@FCC
Bill Henning
Zach Newcomb
Carson Stickell

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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