Gathered to Share God’s Love

January 12th, 2020

Baptism Of Our Lord

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please checkin with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles
are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs. Today’s
Menu: Ham and cheese sliders, potatoes, fruit
and toaster items.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of
the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
Most of the time you don’t really hear it.
A pulse is a thing that you feel. Even if you
are somewhat quiet. Sometimes you hear it
through the pillow at night. But I know there
is a place where you can hear it even better
than that.
Here is what you do. You ease yourself into a
tub of water, you ease yourself down. You lie
back and wait for the ripples to smooth away.
Then you take a breath, and slide your head
under, and listen for the playfulness of your
heart.
Amy Hempel
The place God calls you to is the place where
your deep gladness and the world’s deep
hunger meet.
Frederick Buechner
Our sense of what is contained in our faith
is deepend less by abstractions than by an
encounter with mystery in what is human
and often perverse. We Catholics are much
given to the instant answer. Fiction doesn’t
have any. Saint Gregory writes that every
time the sacred text describes a fact, it
reveals a mystery.
Flannery O’Connor

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
The heavens open. The Spirit descends.
Jesus emerges from the water.
And a voice echoes through the blue expanse.
“This is my child, the Beloved, with whom I am well-pleased.”
Jesus is named Beloved.
We come to the water. We remember we are named Beloved.
Can it be so? What a thing to be named Beloved.
Let the Beloved people of God worship our Loving God,
in the name of the Beloved child of God, Jesus Christ our Lord.
*Opening Prayer
Let us Pray,
Gracious and loving God,
you call to us across deep waters and dark places.
Yours is the light which guides us
and the voice we follow.
Reveal yourself to us as we worship you, we pray.
May those without hope be encouraged;
those who are sad, be cheered;
those who are seeking, find you;
and may all things be according to your will.
In the name of your beloved Son we pray. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
(Music on the next page)
* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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1 Songs of thank ful ness and praise, Je sus, Lord, to Thee we raise.
2 Man i fest at Jor dan’s stream. Proph et, Priest, and King su preme;
3 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Pres ent in Thy ho ly Word—
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Man i fest ed by the star To the sa ges from a far.
And at Ca na wed ding guest In Thy God head man i fest;
Grace to im i tate Thee now And be pure, as pure art Thou;
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Branch of roy al Da vid’s stem In Thy birth at Beth le hem:
Man i fest in pow’er di vine. Chang ing wa ter in to wine:
That we might be come like Thee At Thy great e piph a ny
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God in ßesh made man - i - fest.


An thems be
to Thee ad dressed. God in man made man i fest.
God in
in man
ßesh made
made man
man - ii - fest.
fest.
An thems be
to Thee ad dressed. God
God in
in man
ßesh made
made man
man - ii - fest.
fest.
And may praise Thee, ev er blest. God
Lutheran Service Book 394

     






     
 


  
 

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt.
Tune (ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR 77 77 D): George J. Elvey, 1816-93; setting The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941
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Children’s Time

Affirmation of Baptism

Invitation
Names of 2019 Baptisms

Finley James 			

Kaiya Diane

Jett Blaire 				

Cameron Michael

Alivia Grace Rose 		

Calvin Michael

Penelope Lynn 			

Piper Jo

Prayer
Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us
your own by water and the word in baptism. You have called
us to yourself, enlightened us with the gifts of your spirit, and
nourished us in the community of faith. Uphold us and all your
servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unto the
hearts of all whom you have brought. We ask this in the name of
Christ. Amen.
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*Baptismal Hymn

Child of Blessing

*Prayer for the Baptized
Let us pray. Bless these children, and their parents, we pray, and give
them strength for life’s journey, courage in time of suffering, the joy
of faith, the freedom of love, and the hope of new life; through Jesus
Christ, who makes
usC
one.
MC
YoAmen.
uth Activities
High School Youth:
Sunday,
December 18
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Join Pastor Ann and Pastor Christa at 2:30 pm
And also with you.
in leading a Christmas Service and share in fellowship with the residents.
at StoneRidge

*Passing the Peace

THANK YOU!

In this season of Giving, a sincere thank you to the 152 families and
individuals who have returned their 2017 Pledge Cards. Your commitment is a
• 6 •
blessing to our ministry and will assist
in the planning of our 2017 church
budget. If you have not yet returned your pledge card, please drop it in the

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
Thus says God, the Lord,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,
I have taken you by the hand and kept you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
I am the Lord, that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth,
I tell you of them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
• 7 •

Psalm 29
Ascribe to the Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.
The voice of the Lord in upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the mighty waters.
The voice of the Lord is a powerful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a voice of splendor.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the Lord makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord
bursts forth in lightening flashes.
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are crying, “Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king forevermore.
O Lord, give strength to your people;
give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace.
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Scripture

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not
to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach
to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the
living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music

My Son, the Beloved - David Blackwell
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*Gospel

Matthew 3:13-17

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him.
John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper
for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian
(Music on the next page)
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a
tor, life be stow er, truth be yond all

1. God the
2. Christ our
3. Great Cre
7



     


    



   

life and voice of proph ets,
heal er,
suf fering ser vant,
wis dom, womb of mer
cy,



    
 

  


lead your
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weak ness, so may those the church ex alts

26

            

  



send them
grant them
o
ver

   
    



forth as bold a pos tles to
your church in ev ery place.
cour age and com pas sion shown through word and deed and prayer.
see her life stead fast ly yet
not o
ver look her faults.

*When appropriate, “ministers” may be substituted for “pastors.”
United Methodist Hymnal 648
WORDS: Carl P. Daw, Jr., 1987; © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by Permission.
MUSIC (HYFRYDOL 87.87 D): Rowland H. Prichard, 1844; harm. from The English Hymnal, 1906
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Arise, Your Light Is Come
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude
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Arise, Your Light Is Come!
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(this tune in a lower key, 815)
Glory to God 744
TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1974, © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.
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Serving Today
Ushers/Greeters
CE 1st Grade Class

Lector
Allie Maranda

Usher Guides
Shirley Morton
Lucas Eaton

Liturgist
Avianna Michl

North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Kenzie Smith

Live@FCC

Bus Driver
Pat Oberg

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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