Gathered to Share God’s Love

February 9th, 2020

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please checkin with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
Live@FCC
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles
are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Please join us for brunch downstairs. Today’s
Menu: Breakfast pizza, fruit, and toaster items.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of
the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
John Winthrop was a Puritan leader in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, who saw the pilgrims’
goal as establishing a shining city on a hill; a
beacon of goodness in the world. The “City on
a Hill” from today’s Gospel has been a recurring
theme in American political discourse.
On November 3, 1980, Ronald Reagan referred
to it in his Election Eve Address: “A Vision for
America.”
I have quoted John Winthrop’s words more
than once on the campaign trail this year—for I
believe that Americans in 1980 are every bit as
committed to that vision of a shining “city on a
hill,” as were those long ago settlers ...
These visitors to that city on the Potomac do not
come as white or black, red or yellow; they are
not Jews or Christians; conservatives or liberals;
or Democrats or Republicans. They are Americans
awed by what has gone before, proud of what for
them is still… a shining city on a hill.
and in his January 11, 1989, farewell speech to
the nation:
I’ve spoken of the shining city all my political life,
but I don’t know if I ever quite communicated
what I saw when I said it. But in my mind it was
a tall, proud city built on rocks stronger than
oceans, wind-swept, God-blessed, and teeming
with people of all kinds living in harmony and
peace; a city with free ports that hummed with
commerce and creativity. And if there had to be
city walls, the walls had doors and the doors were
open to anyone with the will and the heart to get
here. That’s how I saw it, and see it still.

Pastor Michael

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Jesus said, “You are the salt of the earth;
but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.
No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket,
but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the house.
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
*Opening Prayer
Let us Pray, Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us
the liberty of that abundant life which you have made known to us in
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

Renew Your Church
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Renew Your Church
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*Call to Confession
Silence is kept for reflection
*Prayer of Confession
God who searches us and knows us,
you have shown us what is good,
but we have looked to other lights to find our way.
We have not been just in our dealings with others.
We have chosen revenge over mercy.
We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.
With what shall we come before you? Forgive us our sin,
and show us your salvation
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
*Song of Praise

Gloria!

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Choir

Humble Thyself In the Sight Of the Lord

Children’s Time
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Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Scripture

Isaiah 58:1-12

Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgements,
they delight to draw near to God.
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day,
and oppress all your workers.
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
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Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 112:1-10
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the Lord
and have great delight in God’s commandments!
Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches will be in their house,
and their righteousness will last forever.
Light shines in the darkness for the upright;
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
It is good for them to be generous in lending
and to manage their affairs with justice.
For they will never be shaken;
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
Their heart is established and will not shrink,
until they see their desire upon their enemies.
They have given freely to the poor,
and their righteousness stands fast forever.
they will hold up their head with honor.
The wicked will see it and be angry;
they will gnash their teeth and pine away;
the desires of the wicked will perish.
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Scripture

1 Corinthians 2:1-16

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came
to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and
my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on
human wisdom but on the power of God.
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this
age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s
wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.
None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not
have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written,
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him’—
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit
searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows
what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. And we speak of these
things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit,
interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual.
Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are
foolishness to them, and they are unable to understand them because they
are discerned spiritually. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they
are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.
‘For who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?’
But we have the mind of Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Anthem

Saints Bound for Heaven, arr. Lee Dengler

*Gospel

Matthew 5:13-20

‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled
under foot.
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one
after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,
and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven.
‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have
come not to abolish but to fulfil. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law
until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called
great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

You are Salt for the Earth
(Music on the next page)
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You are Salt for the Earth
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

Lead on Eternal Sovereign
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Janice Louise McCune
Given by: Allyn C. McCune
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Lead on Eternal Sovereign
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Serving Today

Ushers/Greeters
Kindergarten & 1st Grade Class
Usher Guide
Dixie Duckett
North Door Greeters
Bill Keller
Bus Driver
Lucy Manis

Lector
Olivia Waletzko
Finley Waletzko
Liturgist
Christian Marshall
Reading Guide
Alex Wandrey
Live@FCC
Carson Stickell

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org
Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org
Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
Custodians
Mike DeToye
Ron Mahar
Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org
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