Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 29th, 2020

Fifth Sunday of Lent

leader

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please checkin with our Church App and via social media.
For Parents and Children
Activity Bags for children (teal, 2-5 years, navy
blue, 6-10 years) hanging in back of sanctuary;
professionally staffed nursery, infancy through
6 years old, available downstairs; Hearthside
Parenting room, with diaper-changing station,
privacy for nursing mothers, and livecast of
worship, provided in church office (use side exit
and follow the signs).
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two
sections. The two sections behind the side aisles
are reserved for our guests and for privacy.
Children’s time is not live streamed.
Sunday Brunch
Sunday Brunch is currently cancelled.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Resources
Ushers can provide large print bulletins
and hearing amplifiers.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of
the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
Without the sense of God’s will we narrow down
our lives to the material world. We are like misers
crouching over their hoards and never seeing
the skies; indeed we may narrow our prison still
further,l seein gin everything only the image of
ourselves.
But once we are made aware of the greatness of
events as expressions of God’s love, once we see and
live their sacramental value, then we are liberated
into a greater life; the winds of eternity blow about
us, and the infinite skies are our home, and we too
walk the eternal hills.
Gerald Vann
To you, O Lord, we cry and pray;
bless this sprouting seed,
strengthen it in the gentle movement of soft winds,
refresh it with the dew of heaven,
and let it grow to full maturity
for the good of body and soul.
Rituale Romanum
Too much searching conceals the thing we really
ought to find. Nor is it certain that we have any
urgent obligation to find sin in ourselves. How
much sin is kept hidden from us by God, in mercy?
After which God hides it even from God!
Thomas Merton
When we are really honest with ourselves, we must
admit that our lives are all that really belong to us.
So it is how we use our lives that determines what
kind of people we are.
Cesar Chavez

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Coming from places that have seen better days,
God bids us to celebrate this day,
a day full of new possibilities.
Coming with our breath taken away by grief,
the Holy Spirit breathes new life within us,
renewing our connection with God
and with one another.
Coming to worship seeking a hope that will endure,
Christ unbinds the fetters that hold us in death,
speaking in word and sacrament,
and building community for holy service.
*Opening Prayer
Let us Pray: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all
from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that
we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness
all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
*Opening Hymn

Come Down, O Love Divine
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Call to Confession
In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s
promise of mercy.
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home;
again and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the
world around us. We forget that you have saved your people
before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the
deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, where
your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love
overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like
manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving
parent, God runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake
of Christ, leading you from death into life. Amen.
*Song of Praise

Give Me A Clean Heart
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
O Lord, we wait for you, and in your Word we trust. By the power of your
Spirit, set our hearts and minds on the source of life and peace: Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.
Scripture

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He
led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they
were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O
Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say
to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God
to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am
the Lord.’
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me,
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain,
that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
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Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.”
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord,
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 130
Out of the depths
I cry to you, O Lord;
O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication
If you were to keep watch over sins,
O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the morning,
more than those who keep watch for the morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plenteous redemption.
For the Lord shall redeem Israel
from all their sins.
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Scripture

Romans 8:6-11

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life
and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong
to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music
*Gospel

John 11:1-45

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he
said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill,
he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples
said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you
going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight?
Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of
this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in
them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,
but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has
fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
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Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was
called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die
with him.’
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will
give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection
on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord,
I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the
world.’
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told
her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard
it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his
feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where
have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to
weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and
a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he
has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you
believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone.
• 9 •

And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me.
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out,
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
(Music on the next page)
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Precious Lord, Take My Hand
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Without the breath of God, we are dry bones, and without the Word of God,
we are dust. With gratitude, let us offer our lives to the Lord of all life.
Offertory

This Is My Song -Sibelius, arr. Lloyd Stone

*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.
*Prayer of Dedication
Holy and generous host, prepare us to witness to your goodness with every
gift you have given us to share, that all people may know your peace through
Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

O God, How We Have Wandered
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Benediction

- by Alan Guss

Let Him be the good you come to, let this be the time and place.
When you need Him, He will be here; take shelter, take shelter.
*Let Him be the calm and peaceful, let Him be the balm of days.
Spirit in us, Spirit of us, take shelter, take shelter.
Daily we face all the world’s disarray,
and forget we have peace for the asking.
Hatred stirs up strife, love covers all offenses; seek shelter.
*repeat text for final refrain
*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of our
parent’s anniversary
Given by: Tim and Tony Bell
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Psalter Hymnal 383
Text: Latin, medieval; German tr. Paul Gerhardt, 1656; tr. James W. Alexander, 1830, alt.
Tune (HERZILICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN 76 76 D): Hans L. Hassler, 1601; adapt, and harm. Johann S. Bach in St. Matthew Passion, 1729
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Serving Today
Musicians
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes
Ben Holmes
Lector/Liturgist
Mary Newcomb

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Custodians
Mike DeToye

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org
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