Gathered to Share God’s Love

leader

My Lord God, I have no idea
where I am going. I do not see the
road ahead of me. I cannot know
for certain where it will end. Nor
do I really know myself, and the
fact that I think I am following
Your will does not mean that I am
actually doing so. But I believe
that the desire to please You does
in fact please You. And I hope I
have that desire in all that I am
doing. I hope that I will never do
anything apart from that desire.
And I know that, if I do this, You
will lead me by the right road,
though I may know nothing about
it. Therefore, I will trust You
always though I may seem to be
lost and in the shadow of death. I
will not fear, for you are ever with
me, and you will never leave me to
face my perils alone.
Thoughts on Solitude
Thomas Merton
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*Greeting and Welcome
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
*Call to Worship
Behold, now is the acceptable time:
now is the day of salvation
Turn us again, O God of our salvation
that the light of your face may shine on us.
May your justice shine like the sun;
and may the poor be lifted up.
*Call to Confession
In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise
of mercy.

*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home; again
and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world
around us. We forget that you have saved your people before and
promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of our past, but
turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure,
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen.

*Forgiveness
Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna
in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God
runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of Christ,
leading you from death into life. Amen.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
• 3 •

*Song of Praise

Give Me A Clean Heart

• 4 •

Psalm 126

Psalm

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
Then were we like those who dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy.
Then they said among the nations
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us,
And we are glad indeed.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
Like the water courses of the Negeb.
Those who sowed with tears
Will reap with songs of joy.
Those who go out weeping, carrying in the seed,
Will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

• 5 •

Canticle of the Turning (Verses 1 - 4)

• 6 •

Prayer
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending in Mission
*Sending Song

Jesus Remember Me

*Benediction
Go in peace, serve the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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