Gathered to Share God’s Love

April 9th, 2020

Maundy Thursday

leader

Welcome
In the Gospel of John, on night before his
crucifixion, Christ began Passover celebrations
with the disciples by stooping to wash their feet,
saying, “I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you,
you also should love one another” (John 13:34).
In the early church, before the Reformation,
before the Hebrew and Aramaic of Bible was
translated into German and English, it was
translated into Latin. The Latin translation of
John 13:34: “Mandatum novum do vobis ut diligatis
invicem sicut dilexi vos.”
Maundy Thursday is a day we celebrate the
mandatum novum, the new commandment of love.
While the observance of footwashing has largely
fallen out of practice in Protestant churches, the
lowly service performed by Christ is symbolized
in the clergy stole, which represents the towel
used to dry the disciples feet.
After the washing the disciples feet, Passover
observations continued as Christ, on the night
of betrayal and desertion, celebrated the Last
Supper.
On Maundy Thursday we commemorate and
rededicate ourselves to the mandatum novum.

Today

from the life
of the church

Jean Vanier, founder of the
L’Arche communities, has
written, “To wash the feet of
a brother or sister in Christ,
to allow someone to wash our
feet, is a sign that together
we want to follow Jesus, to
take the downward path, to
find Jesus’ presence in the
poor and the weak. Is it not a
sign that we too want to live
a heart-to-heart relationship
with others, to meet them
as a person and a friend, and
to live in communion with
them? Is it not a sign that we
yearn to be men and women
of forgiveness, to be healed
and cleansed and to heal and
cleanse others and thus to live
more fully in communion with
Jesus?”
Common Prayer: An Ordinary
Liturgy for Radicals

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
*Call To Worship
A table is set before us. A feast is prepared for us.
A meal of bread and wine, of meat and bitter herbs.
The Lord calls us to this supper of remembrance.
The Lord calls us to serve and to be served.
As we break the bread and share the cup,
Our understanding may fail us.
But we will never forget Christ’s example.
We will never forget the full extent of his love.
Opening prayer
Let us pray. Come. Come, O Holy One. Come through the streets. Come into the
house. Come to find a space beside us at the table. Come to challenge our answers
about:
Why tragedy comes...
Why poverty increases...
Why we are afraid.
Come O Holy One. Speak to us in the silence:
With wisdom greater than ours...
With love deeper than ours...
With change wider than ours.
Come, O Holy One. Fill in these stories with your wisdom, with your love, with
your change, so that we might rely on your answers. Here and now.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

What Wondrous Love Is This
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Call to Confession
In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s
promise of mercy.
*Prayer of Confession
God in the wilderness, We have wandered far from your home;
again and again, we lose our way. We turn inward, afraid of the
world around us. We forget that you have saved your people
before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the
deeds of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, where
your forgiveness is sure, your welcome is clear, and your love
overflows. Amen.
*Declaration of Forgiveness
Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like
manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving
parent, God runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake
of Christ, leading you from death into life. Amen.
*Song of Praise

Give Me A Clean Heart

• 5 •

*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Proclaiming the Good News
Scripture

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the
year for you. Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this
month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. If
a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbour
in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of
people who eat of it. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male;
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until
the fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation
of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and
put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it.
They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled
in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. You
shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until
the morning you shall burn. This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it
hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of
Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute
judgements: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses
where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
• 6 •

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
I love the Lord, who has heard my voice
and listened to my supplication,
for the Lord has given ear to me
whenever I called.
What shall I return to the Lord
for all his bounty to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the Lord,
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord
is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lord, I am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid.
You have loosed my bonds.
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord
in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!
Scripture

1 Corinthians 11:23-26

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body that is for you. Do this
in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come
to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who
were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into
the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper
Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that
he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off
his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a
basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel
that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord,
are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what
I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never
wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with
me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and
my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of
you are clean.’
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to
you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things,
you are blessed if you do them.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am
with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews
so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new
commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also
should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another.’
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
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Guitar chords in Pew Edition do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

Glory to God 202
TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1973, alt.; © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
MUSIC (O WALY WALY 9.8.9.8): English folk melody; harm. John Weaver, 1988; harm. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

Guitar chords in Pew Edition do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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reserved. Used by permission.

Guitar chords in Pew Edition do not correspond with keyboard harmony.
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TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1973, alt.; © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
MUSIC (O WALY WALY 9.8.9.8): English folk melody; harm. John Weaver, 1988; harm. © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights

Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Offering our Gifts
Invitation
When you have no words, when you cannot find your voice, God approaches.
Let us reach out to our God. Let us give our gifts.
Offertory

Abana -L. Constantine, arr. G. Scheer

Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.
Prayer of Dedication
Holy and generous host, prepare us to witness to your goodness with every
gift you have given us to share, that all people may know your peace through
Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen.

• 10 •

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to Christ’s Table
Come. Come and find your place at this table. Come without answers. Come
without knowing peace. Come without preparation. Come. Come to find
a place here. This is the table Christ prepares for us. This is the feast God
imagines-where peace can be found in a simple meal.
Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you;
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks and praise.
In the streets, in our homes, here beside this table, we give you thanks, O
Holy One.
We give you thanks for giving us a story. Even when we do not understand its
meaning, even when we doubt it happened this way, even when we want to
rush ahead to the end, we know that you have given us this story in which to
live and move and have our being.
We remember that your story did not begin with this parade, but began when
you came to move over the waters of creation. We remember the tragedies
that came to your people. And we know that you were not silent. You gave
your people a story. You gave your people a rainbow. You gave your people a
song. You gave your people peace.
Remind us of all the stories we’ve ever heard about you. Imbue these symbols
with your peace so that we might find your peace within ourselves.
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Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.
Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray as Christ our Savior has taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring the Wine
Sharing the Elements
On Maundy Thursday, Holy Communion is received by intinction,
by dipping the host into the wine (metal chalice) or grape juice (ceramic chalice).
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray. We affirm the goodness of life and the openness of the
future because our God is a God of life and love. As God comes
to us in this act of communion with one another, let us go out to
others in Jesus’ name. May our every prayer be an action that
brings healing, reconciliation and hope to a broken and hurting
world. Amen.

• 12 •

Sending in Mission
Stripping of the Altar

Jesus, Remember Me

Jesus Remember Me

The congregation leaves in silence.
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Serving today
Musicians
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes
Ben Holmes
Lector/Liturgist
Rev. Michael Swartz

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Custodians
Mike DeToye

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org
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