Gathered to Share God’s Love

May 17th, 2020

Sixth Sunday of Easter

leader

Welcome
Wi-Fi Password Welcome!
Please silence your cell phones, but please
check-in with our Church App and via social
media.
For Parents and Children
Children and youth activities are currently
cancelled. Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for
how families are staying connected!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook
Live and YouTube Live! Search for FCCMoline
to connect with us, click like and subscribe to
stay up to date!
Sunday Brunch
Sunday Brunch is currently cancelled.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Craig, call (309)-762-0787 or
email craig@fccmoline.org.
Cover Art
River of Life -- Corrine Peterson, Clay quilt,
Community of Napierville, IL
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership
of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
There is perhaps no better way to learn
the state of our soul than to note how we
say the Lord’s prayer. If the words come
easily, half thoughtlessly, from our lips, it
testifies to great immaturity, to sloth and
indifference, for they are such weighty
words, so rich in content! ... When we
thank God for all his blessings, we must
reckon the Lord’s Prayer as one of the
greatest, for it is so wonderfully adapted
to all ages, all conditions, all moods. If we
were born into a Christian home, we do
not remember the first time we prayed it,
as little as we remember the first time we
saw our father and mother. So much else
changes and grows old, but it is eternally
young and grows in strength as the years
pass. So much else has failed us, but it was
our faithful guide through all vicissitudes.
They are the same words, repeated again
and again, yet how they can change their
shape.... How flexibly it fits itself to our
needs while remaining always the same,
ever embraced and borne up by the words,
“Our Father”! We desire no higher wisdom
than to be able to pray our Lord’s prayer
with ever greater sincerity and inwardness,
and we do not wish to die with any other
prayer on our ips. Therefore we thank thee,
our God, for Our Lord’s Prayer.
The World of Prayer
Ditlev Gothard Monard (1811-1887)

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
The Lord has been our refuge and our keeper.
It is God who has kept us from falling and saved our lives.
Let our thanks and praise resound throughout our places of worship
Let our love and gratitude be shown in all that we do.
Open your hearts and spirits to God this day.
Lord, be with us and place your hand of healing in our lives. Amen.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray: Lord of wondrous light and power, we come to you this day to
learn of your will for our lives. Heal our wounds; lift our spirits; give us
courage and confidence to boldly serve you in all that we do. Amen.
*Opening Hymn

All Things Bright and Beautiful
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Thanksgiving for Baptism
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters
and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.
Through the waters of the flood
you delivered Noah and his family.
Through the sea you led your people Israel
from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.
Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace and love.
...To you be given honor and praise
through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
*Song of Praise

Gloria
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*Passing the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Come Holy Spirit, our helper and advocate: Open our hearts and minds this
day, entice us with your presence. Spark us with a word of life—a message
that we may share with others as we seek to live Christ’s love in the world.
All this we ask in the name of God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us.
Amen.
Scripture

Acts 17:22-31

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them
an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world
and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and
all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth,
and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For
“In him we live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own
poets have said,
“For we too are his offspring.”
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Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold,
or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.
While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands
all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will
have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard,
who has kept us among the living,
and has not let our feet slip.
For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us as silver is tried.
You brought us into the net;
you laid burdens on our backs;
you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.
I will come into your house with burnt offerings;
I will pay you my vows,
those that my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.
I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings,
with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams;
I will make an offering of bulls and goats.
Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will tell what he has done for me.
I cried aloud to him,
and he was extolled with my tongue.
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart,
the Lord would not have listened.
Blessed be God, because he has not rejected
my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me.

• 7 •

Scripture

1 Peter 3:13-22

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you
do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear,
and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always
be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an account
of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for
doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in
prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight
people, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now
saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and
powers made subject to him.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Special Music
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*Gospel

John 14:15-21

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father,
and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the
Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in
you.
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On
that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.
They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and
reveal myself to them.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon

*Hymn

If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee
(Music on the next page)
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray, our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
God, the divine giver, gifts us with life and breath and all that is. In gratitude,
let us offer our gifts in return for the goodness and grace of God in Christ.
Offertory
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
*Prayer of Dedication
O loving God, we give you thanks that you have placed in the hearts of your
faithful people the gift of generosity and the desire to keep your commands.
Bless these gifts and use them to reveal to all tribes, nations, and peoples
your love in Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Sending in Mission
*Hymn of Sending

More Love to Thee, O Christ
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Benediction

- by Alan Guss

Let Him be the good you come to, let this be the time and place.
When you need Him, He will be here; take shelter, take shelter.
*Let Him be the calm and peaceful, let Him be the balm of days.
Spirit in us, Spirit of us, take shelter, take shelter.
Daily we face all the world’s disarray,
and forget we have peace for the asking.
Hatred stirs up strife, love covers all offenses; seek shelter.
*repeat text for final refrain
*Benediction
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
*Postlude

The altar flowers are given to
the glory of God and in loving memory of
Harry and Stella Davidson Ainsworth,
Mary A. Ainsworth and Laura L. Ainsworth
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Serving Today
Musicians
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes

Lector /Liturgist
Carson & Tyson Stickell

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Craig Jan-McMahon
Senior Pastor
craig@fccmoline.org
Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org
Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org
Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org
Wes Llewellyn
Fellowship Coordinator
wes@fccmoline.org
Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Custodians
Mike DeToye

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org
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