Gathered to Share God’s Love

December 13th, 2020

Third Sunday of Advent

leader

Welcome
Please silence your cell phones, but please
check-in with our Church App and via social
media.
For Parents and Children
Join us for virtual Sunday School!
fccmoline.org/virtual-Sunday-School
Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for other
children and youth events!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook
Live and YouTube Live! Search for FCCMoline
to connect with us, click like and subscribe to
stay up to date!
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Becky, call (309)-762-0787 or
email becky.david@fccmoline.org.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership
of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
According to
a traditional
account, when
Juan Diego saw
the vision of “the
woman clothed
with the sun”
on the morning
of December
12, 1531 the words she said to him in
the Nuatal language were “Am I not
your mother?” Up to that point the
imposition of Christian faith upon the
indigenous of Mexico had been top
down. At that point the narrative of
Christianity became involved first with
native peoples. The way the account
has been cast is that God was making
an end run around the conquistadors
and going directly to the native people
through what they knew already – the
love of God as the love one has for one’s
mother. Whether it was an end run
by God or a Jesuit strategy, or both, it
worked. It was starting then that the
indigenous peoples of Mexico, and of
the New World, began to embrace for
themselves faith in the Christian God.
The image of the Virgin of Guadalupe
is tremendously important to Mexican
faith and self-understanding.
Pastor Michael

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Rejoice in the Lord, always.
Again I say, rejoice! Our Sovereign is near.
Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.
Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Sovereign is near.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us;
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and
mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ, to whom, with you
and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
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Lighting of the Advent Candle
“The desert will rejoice, and flowers will bloom in the wasteland.”
We light this third Advent candle, this pink candle, to rejoice in the goodness
of God who saves us.
Prayer: Dear God, remind us again to rejoice in you. Let us rejoice in good
times and in bad times. Let our faith in you be always present. Amen.
Call to Confession
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against
God and neighbor.
Prayer of Confession

646
646

Let us pray. We confess that we have not prepared for your reign
Sing
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My
Singour
Out,
My Soul
Soul
among us. We ignore
neighbors
in need and fail in the labor
Magnificat
Magnificat
of justice and peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to
welcome your light
and to seek the things that will
endure until
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Declaration
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Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who sets us free.
*
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Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out,Omy
out,
my Out,
and glo
fy the Lord whoyour
sets us
free.are
soul. Sing
soul.
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mySing
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God.
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Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me a Do mi num.
Ma gni fi cat.
Magnificat

Magnificat
forgiven and all things are MagniÞcat
made
new.Rejoice inthis good news! Amen.
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Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul. Sing7 out, my soul.

Ma
C7 gni fi cat.F
Ma
F
C gni fi cat.
*
F Ma gni fi Bcat.
*F Ma gni fi Bcat.
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Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who sets us free.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who7 sets us free.
Ma gni
fi cat a ni
Fnum.
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F num.
F
B  ma me aC Do mi
*
*

 4                    

 44          
      


Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord  God!
God!
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord
a!
gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me
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*Passing
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God!
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
5
5

7
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Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.

Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.

7
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Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me

God!
a!

Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Holy One, giver of life and light, as your word is read and proclaimed, illumine
our hearts and minds, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our lives may reflect
God’s glory. Amen.

Scripture

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed
me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in
Zion— to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many
generations. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I
will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting
covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a
bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will
cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Luke 1:46b-55
And a horn of salvation said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
And my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
For he has looked with favor on the
Lowliness of his servant.
Surely, form now on all generations
Will call me blessed;
For the Mighty One has done great things for me,
And holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
From generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he as scattered the proud in the
Thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
And lifted up the lowly;
He has filled the hungry with good things,
And sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
In remembrance of his mercy.
According to the promise he made to our ancestors,
To Abraham and to his descendants forever.
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Scripture

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is good;
abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and
soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music
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*Gospel

John 1:6-8,19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny
it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the
prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across
the Jordan where John was baptizing.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Carol Holtz-Martin

*Hymn

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
(Music on the next page)
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
At this time of year, the abundance of some and the needs of so many stand
in marked contrast. As we bring now our tithes and offerings, may Christ’s
heart rejoice and the needs of others be tended.
Offertory
*Doxology

(from “In the Bleak Midwinter”)

What can I of-fer, poor as I am?
If I were a shep-herd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part; but
What can I of-fer: all my heart.
*Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God, teach us to give thanks in all circumstances, for you are always
with us. Thank you for the privilege of sharing what we have with others, of
giving ourselves away in love, and of receiving the gifts that others share with
us. With our whole being, spirit and soul and body, we rejoice in you. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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*Hymn of Sending

Sending in Mission
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?
(music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude
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O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?
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Serving Today
Musicians
Ernesto Estigarribia (Viola)
Sabrina Tabby (Violin)
Mason Moss
Advent Family
Wandrey Family

Guest Preacher
Carol Holtz-Martin
Lector
Wandrey Family
Liturgist
Pastor Michael
FCCLive
Jeff Newcomb

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Custodian
Mike DeToye
Mikedetoye@fccmoline.org
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