Gathered to Share God’s Love

December 20th, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Advent

leader

Welcome
Please silence your cell phones, but please
check-in with our Church App and via social
media.
For Parents and Children
Join us for virtual Sunday School!
fccmoline.org/virtual-Sunday-School
Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for other
children and youth events!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook
Live and YouTube Live! Search for FCCMoline
to connect with us, click like and subscribe to
stay up to date!
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Becky, call (309)-762-0787 or
email becky.david@fccmoline.org.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership
of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
Whether we approve or not, moving in
together is a moment or step in modern
courtship; like a first date, first fight or
popping the question.
The scripture today suggests that, in
Christ, God has moved in with the
human family. If we think of this in
radical terms, God has no other dwelling
place than with humanity. God is not in
some remote heaven, God stays with us,
abides in us.
Sometimes we talk like in Christ the
divine came for a brief time, and then
left to return again some day. Another
way to think of it is that in Christ the
divine came to dwell in the human
family, and in fact has never left.
This is something to meditate upon this
Advent Season.
Pastor Michael

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
See, the home of God is among mortals.
God will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Loving, all-powerful God, your eternal Word became a human
being on our earth when the Virgin Mary placed her life at the service of
your design. Lift our minds in watchful hope to hear the voice announce
Christ’s glory and open our minds to receive the Spirit who prepares us for
Jesus Advent. We ask this through Christ our Savior.

*Opening Hymn

My Soul Gives Glory to My God
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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My Soul Gives Glory to My God
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Lighting of the Advent Candle
“And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth.”
We light these four advent candles to remind ourselves to be open when
something good comes our way, and that God loves us.
Prayer: Loving God, help us to be quick to say “yes” to you and thus receive a
blessing. Amen.
Call to Confession
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against
God and neighbor.
Prayer of Confession
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Sing Out, My Soul
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Sing out,
soul. Sing out, my soul.
Declaration
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Forgiveness
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Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat.

           
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who sets us free.

Sing
Sing Out,
Out, My
My Soul
Soul

Sing out, my soul. Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who sets us free.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me a Do mi num.
Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me a Do mi num.
Ma gni fi cat.
Magnificat

Magnificat
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your
your sins are
 God. In
MagniÞcat
 Jesus Christ
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 are made new.Rejoice inthis goodnews! Amen.
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Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul. Sing7 out, my soul.
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Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord  God!
God!
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord
a!
gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me
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God!
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
5
5
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Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.

Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.

7
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Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me

God!
a!

Children’s Music
Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Astonishing God, send your Holy Spirit upon us as we await the coming of
your Son. Fill us with good things that we may conceive your reign on earth
and glorify you according to your Word; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
Scripture

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him
rest from all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan,
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is
with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my
servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to
live in? I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a
tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be
prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went,
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.
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And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers
shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges
over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover
the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26
Your love, O Lord, forever will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.
For I am persuaded that your steadfast love is established forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.
I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
“I will establish your line forever,
and preserve your throne for all generations.”
You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people:
“I have set the crown upon a warrior
and have exalted one chosen out of the people.
I have found David my servant;
with my holy oil I have anointed him.
My hand will hold him fast
and my arm will make him strong.
No enemy shall deceive him,
nor shall the wicked bring him down.
I will crush his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.
My faithfulness and steadfast love are with him,
and he shall be victorious through my name.
I will set his hand on the sea,
and his right hand on the rivers.
He will say to me, “You are my father,
my God and the rock of my salvation.”
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Scripture

Romans 16:25-27

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the
proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that
was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic
writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— to the only wise God,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music

O Come O Come Emmanuel - arr. Sondra K. Tucker

*Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by
his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the
angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.
And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz
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*Hymn

Creator of the Stars of Night
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Responding to the Good News
Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
Joining Mary’s joyful song, our souls proclaim the greatness of the Lord, and
our spirits rejoice in God our Savior. With humble and grateful hearts,let us
bring our offerings to God.
Offertory

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - arr. Sondra K. Tucker

*Doxology

(from “In the Bleak Midwinter”)

What can I of-fer, poor as I am?
If I were a shep-herd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part; but
What can I of-fer: all my heart.
*Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, your love is magnified in the gift of your Son, whom you so freely
share with us. Bless these gifts that we offer to lift up the lowly and fill the
hungry in your coming reign of justice and peace; in Christ’s name. Amen.
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*Hymn of Sending

Sending in Mission
People, Look East
(music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude
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People, Look East
People, Look East
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Serving Today
Campanella Ringers Quartet
Musicians
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes
Advent Wreath
Kim Fuller
Maya Wennekamp

Lector
Kim Fuller
Liturgist
Maya Wennekamp
FCCLive
Steve Schippers

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Custodian
Mike DeToye
Mikedetoye@fccmoline.org
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