Gathered to Share God’s Love

December 6th, 2020

Second Sunday of Advent

leader

Welcome
Please silence your cell phones, but please
check-in with our Church App and via social
media.
For Parents and Children
Join us for virtual Sunday School!
fccmoline.org/virtual-Sunday-School
Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for other
children and youth events!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook
Live and YouTube Live! Search for FCCMoline
to connect with us, click like and subscribe to
stay up to date!
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Michael, call (309)-762-0787
or email michael@fccmoline.org.
Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all
people regardless of sexual orientation, gender
expression or identity. All people are welcome
to participate fully in the life of the church,
including the rites, sacraments, and leadership
of the congregation.

Today

from the life
of the church
...that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years
are like one day. 2 Peter 3:8
Advent is a time of looking forward,
and a time of waiting. Advent is a time
of preparation for all that is to come,
the birth of Jesus and the unfolding of
salvation history.
It is hard to wait. Particularly this
year, as we wait for the coming of the
inoculation against Covid19 and the end
of fearing this disease it seems to come
ever so slowly. We believe it will happen;
we know it will happen, but patience is
hard to come by.
Our Christian ancestors had
anticipations as well.
Pastor Michael

Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Greeting and Welcome
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.
*Call To Worship
Surely God’s salvation is at hand.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet,
Righteousness and peace will kiss each other,
And God will give what is good.
*Opening Prayer
Let us pray. Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to preach
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed
their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

*Opening Hymn

Savior of the Nations, Come
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Savior of the Nations, Come
Savior of the Nations, Come
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Lighting of the Advent Candle
“May God, the source of Hope, fill you with all joy…so that your hope will
continue to grow.” (Romans 13:15)
We light this second Advent candle to remind ourselves to hope. Our God is
the source of genuine hope for the world.
Prayer: Dear God, give us hope as we prepare for your coming in our world.
Amen.
Call to Confession
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against
God and neighbor.
Prayer of Confession
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Sing out,
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Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat.

           
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who sets us free.

Sing
Sing Out,
Out, My
My Soul
Soul

Sing out, my soul. Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord who sets us free.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me a Do mi num.
Ma gni fi cat.
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me a Do mi num.
Ma gni fi cat.
Magnificat

Magnificat
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your
your sins are
 God. In
MagniÞcat
 Jesus Christ
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 are made new.Rejoice inthis goodnews! Amen.
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Sing out, my soul. Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul. Sing7 out, my soul.
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Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord  God!
God!
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord
a!
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God!
Sing out, my soul.
Sing out, my soul.
5
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Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.

Sing out, my soul.
Ma gni fi cat.
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Sing out and glo ri fy the Lord
Ma gni fi cat a ni ma me

God!
a!

Children’s Music
Children’s Time

Proclaiming the Good News
Prayer for Illumination
Mighty God, send your Holy Spirit to speak peace, that the good news of this age
may be proclaimed through your word, which stands forever. Amen.

Scripture

Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become
level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the
flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are
grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your
voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not
fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes
with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather
the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the
mother sheep.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
You have been gracious to your land, O Lord;
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people
and blotted out all their sins.
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
the Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway.
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Scripture

2 Peter 3:8-15a

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is
patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass
away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the
earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons
ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will
be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in
accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where
righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these
things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and
regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music
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*Gospel

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Swartz

*Hymn

Prepare the Way, O Zion
(Music on the next page)
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Prepare the Way, O Zion
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Responding to the Good News
Offering Our Gifts
Invitation
The Lord will give what is good,and our land will yield its increase. May your
righteousness go before God and prepare a pathway for the Lord. Let us offer
our lives and labor to God and fulfill our vows to the Most High.
Offertory
*Doxology

(from “In the Bleak Midwinter”)

What can I of-fer, poor as I am?
If I were a shep-herd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise one, I would do my part; but
What can I of-fer: all my heart.
*Prayer of Dedication
Lord, we give you thanks that in the coming of Christ your steadfast love and
faithfulness have met and your righteousness and peace have kissed. May
the gifts we offer this day lift up those in need and prepare the way of your
salvation. Amen.
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion

*Invitation

*Communion Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Holy God, We thank you because you give yourself to us
As Creator, and Savior, and Spirit.
It is right to praise you, O God, Because you faithfully come to redeem your
people we give you thanks and praise in this Advent season, saying:
*Choral Response

Holy Holy Holy
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Prayer & Words of Institution
Prayer of Consecration and Our Lord’s Prayer
We proclaim the mystery of faith,
Christ had died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.
Be present with us as we share this meal, and through all our
lives, that we may know you as the Holy One, who with Christ and
the Holy Spirit lives forever. Amen.
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus Christ.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
Breaking Bread and Pouring Wine
Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ.
Through the cup of blessing we participate in the new life Christ gives.
Sharing the Elements
Communion elements will be taken to those in the parking lot.
*Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray, Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of Christ’s
presence in the simplicity and splendor of this holy meal. Unite us
with all who are fed by this bread and cup that we may faithfully
proclaim the good news of your love and that your universal church
may be a rainbow of hope in an uncertain world; through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.
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*Hymn of Sending

Sending in Mission
Comfort, Comfort Now My People
(music on the next page)

*Benediction
*Postlude
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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1 “Com fort, com fort now my peo ple; tell of peace!” So says our God.
the her ald’s voice is cry ing
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For
in the des ert far and near,
3 Straight shall be what long was crook ed, and the rough er plac es plain.
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“Com fort those who sit in dark ness mourn ing un der sor row’s load.
us
to true re pen tance, since the reign of God is here.
call ing
as be fits God’s ho ly reign.
Let your hearts be true and hum ble,
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To my peo ple now pro claim
O, that warn ing cry o bey!
For the glo ry of the Lord
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that my par don waits for them!
Now pre pare for God a way.
now on earth is shed a broad,

   
  Comfort
 Now My People 
 Comfort,

    







  



   
     

Tell them that their sins I cov er, and their war fare now is ov er.”
Let the val leys rise in meet ing and the hills bow down in greet ing.
and all flesh shall see the to ken that God’s word is nev er bro ken.

  
   

    
    


Glory to God 87
TEXT: Johannes Olearius, 1671; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC (GENEVAN 42 8.7.8.7.7.7.8.8): Genevan Psalter, 1551

• 15 •





     



Serving Today
Musicians
Ernesto Estigarribia (Viola)
Sabrina Tabby (Violin)
Maureen Holmes
Mason Moss
Advent Family
Meers Family

Lectors
Aubrey Meers
Payden Meers
Liturgist
Katy Harle
FCCLive
Bill Henning

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Custodian
Mike DeToye
Mikedetoye@fccmoline.org
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