Gathered to Share God’s Love

March 21st, 2021

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Welcome
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All
people are welcome to participate fully in the life of the
church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of the
congregation. Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona

Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in with our Church
App and on social media.
For Parents and Children
Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for children and youth events!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube
Live! Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Becky, call (309)-762-0787 or email
becky.david@fccmoline.org.
Cover Art
Again and Again: A Lenten Refrain. A Sanctified Art LLC
(sanctifiedart.org)
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

COVID Worship Guidelines

When you arrive at church… Be aware that
things will look and feel very different.
Before Worship
• Please maintain 6 feet social distancing throughout the
entirety of the service.
• Face coverings are required for everyone, including
children over the age of 2 years old.
• Face covering MUST be worn at ALL times.
• No fellowship food/drink before or after the service.
• The office is available for staff only.
During Worship
• Please remain in your pew for the entire service.
• Nursery is not available at this time.
• Children are expected to stay in their seats throughout
worship, including children’s time.
• Please avoid physical contact with those outside your
family unit.
• Ushers will maintain 6 feet social distancing.
• Limited congregational singing is allowed as long as there
is mask compliance.
• Alternatives for passing the offering plate & communion
will be communicated in worship.
• Chancel area and Balcony are for worship leaders/staff
only.
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Gathering of God’s People
The service begins in silence with the ringing of three bells.
*Call To Worship
Every week is a new week,
Another chance to say:
“Here I am, use me.”
Every day is a new day,
Another chance to say:
“Thank you for yesterday, Thank you for tomorrow.”
Every hour is a new hour,
Another chance to say:
“Again and again, make me new.”
We do not come to this place to stay the same.
We come to this place to be changed.
So let us worship holy God,
Who created yesterday, will create tomorrow,
and even now is creating something new.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
Settling Song

Beautiful Things, by Lisa & Michael Gungor

Opening Prayer
Gentle Jesus,
Quiet our minds and hearts,
That we may hear your love cracking us open,
Inviting us into the new thing you are creating in us.
As we enter into this time of worship, grant us the strength and
wisdom to trust you enough to let go. Amen.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Call To Confession
God calls us in our lives to be like the grain of wheat which dies,
which lets go of one form in order to be transformed into new, and fuller life.
And yet we often fear the risk and change which new growth involves.
Let us ponder for a moment the places of our lives
where we may be resisting God moving in our lives.
Litany Of Confession
When we resist your call to change our hearts
and allow a deepening of relationship:
God have mercy.
When we nurse our wounded hearts
and withhold forgiveness which may transform relationship:
Christ have mercy.
When fear for our own security leads us to close our hearts
from those who are in need:
God have mercy.
Words Of Forgiveness
Again and again, the One who makes a covenant on our hearts, forgives our
sins and failures. In Christ, God offers forgiving grace and invites us into a
community of trust, abundance, and hope. Let us give thanks for the mercy of
God. Amen.
Musical Meditation
Children’s Time
Children must remain in their seats for children’s time.
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Create Me Again

The
Word
Psalm
51 - Rory
Cooney
Psalm 51

Create Me Again, by Rory Cooney

Refrain

Verses
1. You are God, you alone; faithful love is your name,
Let your rivers of mercy wash me of my shame.
Lies and betrayals haunt me like my grave.
Are you not their master? Can you not save?
(refrain)
2. Turn away, turn away, turn away from my sin.
Can you not see my anguish, my torment within?
Let your judgement be mercy, my sentence forsworn;
Let all praise your justice when I am reborn.
(refrain)
3. Give me back the joy that comes from salvation; teach me to live life anew.
Make my broken heart a new creation, and I will lead sinners to you.
Set me free, great Savior, do not let me die, for how shall I sing if in ashes I lie?
Broken by sorrow, I bring you my heart. Do not reject me, but show who you are:
(refrain)
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*Gospel

John 12:20-33

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir,
we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip
went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of
Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world
will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I
am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.
‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from
this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father,
glorify your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I
will glorify it again.’ The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the
kind of death he was to die.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Becky David
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Responding to the Good News
O Lord, Hear My Prayer

Prayers of Intercession

O Lord Hear Our Prayer, Taize

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
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Passing the Peace			

Please remain in your pew.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Invitation to the Offering
Every day we are being broken open,
invited to trust in the nurturing and loving presence of God.
As we lean into that presence with trust,
we release our grip on our abundance thus providing for the good of the gospel everywhere.
Offertory Music
Ushers will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning this QR Code.
*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit, large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
May the seeds of our generosity O God,
bloom into a field of justice, love and compassion.
Give us the courage to keep planting your word in the world. Amen.
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Sending in Mission
*Closing Hymn

Take Up Your Cross

*Benediction
As you leave this space,
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness.
May your arms hold those in need.
May your feet walk toward justice.
May your heart trust its worth.
May your soul dance in god’s grace.
And may this be your rhythm Again and again and again,
Until God’s promised day.
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved and Love itself,
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen
Leave in Silence

COVID Worship Exit Guidelines
•
•
•

When worship is over, please remain seated until released by the hosts.
Please leave bulletins and any additional trash in the pew.
We ask that you promptly exit the building and not congregate in building or
in the parking lot.
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Take Up Your Cross
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Rev. Michael Swartz
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes
Amber Moore
Russ Armstrong
Marcella Armstrong
Jim Moorhusen
Sunny Moorhusen

March Giving
3/7/2021
3/14/2021
3/21/2021
3/28/2021

$12,475.91

Monthly Income
to Date:

$12,475.91

Monthly Expenses
Budgeted:

$46,212.48

Difference:

-$33,736.57

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Custodian
Mike DeToye
Mikedetoye@fccmoline.org

• 12 •

