Gathered to Share God’s Love

Sunday March 28th, 2021

Palm Sunday

Welcome
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All
people are welcome to participate fully in the life of the
church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of the
congregation. Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona

Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in with our Church
App and on social media.
For Parents and Children
Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for children and youth events!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube
Live! Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Becky, call (309)-762-0787 or email
becky.david@fccmoline.org.
Cover Art
Again and Again: A Lenten Refrain. A Sanctified Art LLC
(sanctifiedart.org)
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

COVID Worship Guidelines

When you arrive at church… Be aware that
things will look and feel very different.
Before Worship
• Please maintain 6 feet social distancing throughout the
entirety of the service.
• Face coverings are required for everyone, including
children over the age of 2 years old.
• Face covering MUST be worn at ALL times.
• No fellowship food/drink before or after the service.
• The office is available for staff only.
During Worship
• Please remain in your pew for the entire service.
• Nursery is not available at this time.
• Children are expected to stay in their seats throughout
worship, including children’s time.
• Please avoid physical contact with those outside your
family unit.
• Ushers will maintain 6 feet social distancing.
• Limited congregational singing is allowed as long as there
is mask compliance.
• Alternatives for passing the offering plate & communion
will be communicated in worship.
• Chancel area and Balcony are for worship leaders/staff
only.
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Gathering of God’s People
Prelude
Invitation To Worship
The story of Palm Sunday tells of how people removed their cloaks and spread
them out in front of Jesus as he entered Jerusalem. The cloak we wear every day to
face the world is both the persona we wish to present, and our defense against the
elements.
As we come to worship may we be willing to lay down our defenses and disguises,
at the feet of the One who sees us we really are. And then, set free for worship,
may we offer our praises with open hearts and lives.
*Blessing Of The Palms
Bless these parade palms, O God of Celebration.
May they remind us of the simple joys of living.
May we remember the excitement that comes with following Christ.
Bless these protest palms, O God of Justice.
May they remind us that Empire is not a thing of the past.
May they make us bold and brave to stand up against injustice.
Bless these funeral palms, O God of Comfort.
May they remind us of the road that lies ahead.
May they encourage us in times of grief and pain.
We give you thanks for the parade, the protest, the processional.
Guide our steps through this holiest of weeks as we cry out together
“Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna!”
Come, Christ Jesus!
*Opening hymn

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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All Glory, Laud, and Honor

• 5 •

Call To Confession
The story of our faith is a story of courage. It took courage for John the
Baptist to prepare the way. It took courage for Mary to say “yes, use me.”
It took courage for Zacchaeus to give half of his possessions to the poor.
Faith has never been easy. But we can do hard things.
Prayer of Confession
God of palm branches and hallelujahs:
We confess - we love a good Palm Sunday celebration.
We love the sound of a joyful parade,
We love that Easter is just around the corner.
But if we slow down and pay attention, we know.
There was risk. There was fear. There was the threat of violence.
You were leading a peaceful protest against an unjust empire,
And the whole world knew it.
Forgive us for glossing over the courage this day took.
Remind us that the story of faith is a story of courage,
And that we too can do hard things. Amen.
Words Of Forgiveness
Family of faith,
Even when we gloss over the truth,
even when our courage fails us,
even when we doubt that we can do hard things,
God believes in us. God loves us. God forgives us.
Hear and believe this truth:
We are known.
We are loved.
We are forgiven.
Again and again and again. Amen.
Musical Meditation
Children’s Time

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna - arr. Sondra K. Tucker
Children must remain in their seats for children’s time.
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The Today
Word

Psalm 118

Psalm 118 - Rory Cooney

Today, by Rory Cooney

Refrain

Verses
1. O let the house of Israel say, “His mercy holds us forever.”
And let the house of Aaron say, “His mercy holds us forever.”
Let those who fear the Lord say, “His mercy holds us forever.”
2. The right hand of God is raised and ready,
The right hand of God is ready to strike.
I shall not die, I shall live and declare the the works of the Lord,
And declare the works of the Lord.
3. The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.
This is God’s work, this is God’s work,
It is beautiful, beautiful to see.
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*Gospel

Mark 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there
a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it
back here immediately.” ’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door,
outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to
them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had
said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus
and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks
on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.
Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
‘Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the
twelve.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Becky David
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Responding to the Good News
Affirmation of Faith
I refuse to believe that I am powerless.
I refuse to believe that injustice and hatred are simply the way it
has to be.
I refuse to believe that I am better or more deserving than my
neighbor
I refuse to believe that my self-worth is rooted in my
accomplishments or appearance.
I refuse to believe that the Church is dying, because I see God all
around me.
I refuse to believe that the traditions of old are the only path for
moving forward.
I refuse to believe that I cannot make a difference.
So with hope in my heart,
I will strive to live a life of courage, conviction and compassion,
Just as Jesus taught us. Amen.
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O Lord, Hear My Prayer

Prayers of Intercession

O Lord Hear Our Prayer, Taize

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
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Passing the Peace			

Please remain in your pew.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Invitation to the Offering
Holy God, we shout “Hosanna” along with the crowd.
“Save us! We beg thee.”
And somehow, this chance we have to give our money
is a grace of your salvation.
A way to escape the self-focus that threatens to consume our lives.
So open our hearts. Open our hands. Welcome our gifts.
Offertory Music

All Glory, Laud, and Honor - arr Sondra K. Tucker

Ushers will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning this QR Code.
*Doxology
Grant us, Lord, the grace of giving,
With a spirit, large and free,
That ourselves and all our living,
We may offer unto Thee.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
God of All,
The crowds offered you their coats to walk on,
they waved palm branches, honouring your presence.
Today we honor you, Lord,
with our faithful tithes and offerings.
We lay these gifts before you,
humble tokens of our love,
a public display of affection for our Redeemer.
Amen.
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Sending in Mission
*Closing Hymn

O God Beyond All Praising
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
And now we lay down the palm branches.
And with them we lay down our belief
that there is another way for you to be God.
As the last echo of the final alleluia fades,
so does our hope that this journey can end in any other way.
The week stretches ahead glory-less and pain-full
Whether we walk with all faith or none we look towards the cross,
knowing it is both the most human and most divine of all journeys
Travel the road with courage, with love,
and with the uneasy peace that is the gift of faith into this holiest of weeks.
Amen.
Leave in Silence

COVID Worship Exit Guidelines
•
•
•

When worship is over, please remain seated until released by the hosts.
Please leave bulletins and any additional trash in the pew.
We ask that you promptly exit the building and not congregate in building or
in the parking lot.
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O God Beyond All Praising

1
2
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Rev. Michael Swartz
Nancy Michl
Don Wood
Christina Mogensen
Gail Glockhoff-Long
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes
Amber Moore
Russ Armstrong
Marcella Armstrong
Kim Fuller
Pam Wendt

March Giving
3/7/2021
$12,475.91
3/14/2021
$3,082.91
3/21/2021
$2,732.91
3/28/2021
Monthly Income
to Date:

$18,291.73

Monthly Expenses
Budgeted:

$46,212.48

Difference:

-$27,920.75

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Custodian
Mike DeToye
Mikedetoye@fccmoline.org
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