Gathered to Share God’s Love

Friday April 2nd, 2021

Good Friday

Welcome
We are an ONA church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All
people are welcome to participate fully in the life of the
church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of the
congregation. Open and Affirming: fccmoline.org/ona

Please silence your cell phones, but please check-in with our Church
App and on social media.
For Parents and Children
Contact Becca@fccmoline.org for children and youth events!
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube
Live! Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
Interested in Membership?
Contact Pastor Becky, call (309)-762-0787 or email
becky.david@fccmoline.org.
Cover Art
Again and Again: A Lenten Refrain. A Sanctified Art LLC
(sanctifiedart.org)
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

COVID Worship Guidelines

When you arrive at church… Be aware that
things will look and feel very different.
Before Worship
• Please maintain 6 feet social distancing throughout the
entirety of the service.
• Face coverings are required for everyone, including
children over the age of 2 years old.
• Face covering MUST be worn at ALL times.
• No fellowship food/drink before or after the service.
• The office is available for staff only.
During Worship
• Please remain in your pew for the entire service.
• Nursery is not available at this time.
• Children are expected to stay in their seats throughout
worship, including children’s time.
• Please avoid physical contact with those outside your
family unit.
• Ushers will maintain 6 feet social distancing.
• Limited congregational singing is allowed as long as there
is mask compliance.
• Alternatives for passing the offering plate & communion
will be communicated in worship.
• Chancel area and Balcony are for worship leaders/staff
only.
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Gathering of God’s People
Begin in silence

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit

Call To Worship
We have been here before A place of grieving and mourning.
We have been here before A night that seems it won’t end.
We have been here before Knee deep in fear, knee deep in doubt.
We have been here before Good Friday, the night Christ died.
So once again, we find ourselves here In community, in God’s arms.
Where else would we go when the world falls apart?
Let us worship holy God.
Call To Confession
If any of you ever missed curfew,
You might know the feeling of trying to sneak back in Tiptoeing past your parent’s bedroom door.
Maybe you carried your shoes in your hands,
Trying to be stealthy, hoping they don’t catch you.
In many ways, we treat Good Friday the same wayLike a teenager trying to avoid curfew.
We long to tiptoe past this painful day.
We long to avoid the confrontation and the hurt.
We want to take off our shoes and slide right past the cross
And onward to the empty tomb.
But you and I both know, there is no resurrection without crucifixion.
There are no flowers without the rain,
there is no love without a little heartache.
It’s cliche’ but in this case, it’s true.
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So in a moment, I want to invite you to join me in the prayer of confession
As we take the time to intentionally stand still- Right here with both feet on the ground. Pray with me…
Prayer of Confession
Holy God,
We admit that we struggle with this day,
We struggle with Good Friday for three reasons.
First, no one likes to see another suffer.
On this day we are face to face with the cross,
And your suffering is hard for us to bear.
Second, the pain of this day reminds us
of the pain of past and present days,
And our own pain is hard for us to bear.
Third, we are reminded of the suffering we cast onto others,
Which means we have to confront the pain we have caused you.
So forgive us for skirting around the edges of this day.
Forgive us for averting our eyes
And avoiding the sinking feeling in our chests.
Forgive us for distracting ourselves from the hurt,
And forgive us for the ways in which we add to the suffering of
this world.
We do not like to be hereA place of grief and despair,
At the foot of the cross,
Face to face with state-sanctioned violence.
And yet, here is where we are,
So forgive us, and then use us for your good.
Gratefully we pray. Amen.
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Words Of Forgiveness
Family of faith,
Even on this day,
Even at the foot of the cross,
Even here,
Even now, Christ is saying, “Forgive them. They know not what they do .”
We often don’t feel that we deserve this grace, but we receive it nonetheless.
Say these words aloud with me, and trust that they belong to you.
In my best and worst moments, I am a Child of God.
Nothing can separate me from that truth, not even death.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
Settling Song

Abana, arr. Greg Scheer

The Telling of the Passion of Jesus Christ
John 18:1-12
After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered. Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus
often met there with his disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers
together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees, and they came
there with lanterns and torches and weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that
was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, ‘For whom are you
looking?’ They answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus replied, ‘I am he.’ Judas,
who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, ‘I am
he’, they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, ‘For whom
are you looking?’ And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus answered, ‘I told
you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.’ This was to
fulfil the word that he had spoken, ‘I did not lose a single one of those whom
you gave me.’ Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high
priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus
said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup
that the Father has given me?’
So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound
him.
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Sung Response

Go to Dark Gethsemane
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John 18:13-27
First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high
priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was
better to have one person die for the people.
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high
priest, but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who
was known to the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded
the gate, and brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, ‘You are not also one
of this man’s disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ Now the slaves and the
police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing
round it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and
warming himself.
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his
teaching. Jesus answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I have always
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I
have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I
said to them; they know what I said.’ When he had said this, one of the police
standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is that how you answer the
high priest?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong.
But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?’ Then Annas sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, ‘You
are not also one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am not.’
One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had
cut off, asked, ‘Did I not see you in the garden with him?’ Again Peter denied
it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
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Sung Response

Ah, Holy Jesus
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John 18:28-19:16a
Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early
in the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to
avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went
out to them and said, ‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’
They answered, ‘If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed
him over to you.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and judge him
according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not permitted to put anyone
to death.’ (This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of
death he was to die.)
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own,
or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your
own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you
done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate
asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For
this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ Pilate asked him,
‘What is truth?’
After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find
no case against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at
the Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ They
shouted in reply,
All: ‘Not this man, but Barabbas!’
Now Barabbas was a bandit.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown
of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They
kept coming up to him, saying,
All: ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’
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and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again and said to them, ‘Look, I
am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case against him.’
So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate
said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ When the chief priests and the police saw
him, they shouted,
All: ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’
Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case
against him.’ The Jews answered him,
All: ‘We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die
because he has claimed to be the Son of God.’
Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his
headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave
him no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me?
Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?’
Jesus answered him, ‘You would have no power over me unless it had been
given you from above; therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty
of a greater sin.’ From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried
out,
All: ‘If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.
Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the
emperor.’
When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the
judge’s bench at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha.
Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He
said to the Jews, ‘Here is your King!’ They cried out,
All: ‘Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’
Pilate asked them, ‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered,
All: ‘We have no king but the emperor.’
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Sung Response

O Sacred Head
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John 19:16b-30
Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what
is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There
they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus
between them. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.
It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this
inscription, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and
it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then the chief priests of the
Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, “This man said,
I am King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have written.’
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them
into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic
was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another,
‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil
what the scripture says,
‘They divided my clothes among themselves,
and for my clothing they cast lots.’
And that is what the soldiers did.
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said
to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is
your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to
fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there.
So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his
mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he
bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Silent Response
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John 19:31-42
Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on
the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of
great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men
broken and the bodies removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs
of the first and of the other who had been crucified with him. But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.
Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood
and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that you also may
believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These
things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones
shall be broken.’ And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look
on the one whom they have pierced.’
After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though
a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away
the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his
body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing
a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took
the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to
the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he
was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had
ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the
tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.
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Sung Response:

Were You There?

1
2
3
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Responding to the Good News
Reflection

Rev. Becky David

Invitation to the Offering
What will we sacrifice in the name of one who risked everything for love? For
what cause were we born, and how deeply are our lives invested in the truth
of the gospel? We give not to prove our love, but to express our thanks.
Offering
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning this QR Code.
*Doxology
When I survey the wondrous cross,
On which the prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count as loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.
*Prayer of Thanksgiving
Thank you O God for living among us, even now.
We thank you for the gift of Jesus Christ, arms thrown open wide on the
cross. May these gifts we offer, so small in comparison,
Serve as a seed toward the growth of your vision for the world.
Amen.

Silence
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Affirmation of Faith
We believe in the long night of the soulThe spaces and times when despair weighs on us like a blanket.
We believe those seasons of life are real,
And that each and every one of us experiences them.
We refuse to believe that pain and suffering hold the last word;
For we believe in Jesus of Nazareth
Who was betrayed and bloodied, so many years ago,
And whose narrative didn’t stop there.
So while we are here, again,
At the foot of the cross, knee deep in despair,
And face to face with pain, we profess:
We believe in the sunrise.
We believe in the power of gathering together.
We believe that phone calls and hugs can make a difference.
We believe that life is not fair, but is overflowing with love.
We believe that we cannot go this path alone.
We believe that even here, even on this day, God is drawing near.
Amen.
Leave in Silence

COVID Worship Exit Guidelines
•
•
•

When worship is over, please remain seated until released by the hosts.
Please leave bulletins and any additional trash in the pew.
We ask that you promptly exit the building and not congregate in building or
in the parking lot.
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Rev. Michael Swartz
Mason Moss
Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir
Amber Moore
Russ Armstrong
Marcella Armstrong
Kim Fuller

March Giving
3/7/2021
$12,475.91
3/14/2021
$3,082.91
3/21/2021
$2,732.91
3/28/2021
$7,250.91
Monthly Income
to Date:

$25,542.64

Monthly Expenses
Budgeted:

$46,212.48

Difference:

-$20,669.84

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Rev. Michael Swartz
Associate Pastor
michael@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Office Manager & Bookkeeping
jennifer@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Director of
Marketing & Communications
amber@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Becca Peterson
Director of Family Ministry
becca@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Harleigh Jones
Nursery Coordinator
nursery@fccmoline.org

Custodian
Mike DeToye
Mikedetoye@fccmoline.org
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