
SUNDAY JANUARY 2ND, 2022
Epiphany Sunday



Welcome
Thank you for worShipping wiTh uS!

We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of 
Christ as your place of worship.  No matter where you come from or how long 
you have been away - welcome home.  

We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity.  All people are welcome to 
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and 
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit: 
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona 

CovEr arT Close to Home Graphics A Sanctified Art sanctifiedart.org

CopyrighT LiCEnSE 
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.  
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013 
CCS License #1250 
OneLicense #289395
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Covid prECauTionS 
First Congregational United Church of Christ requests that you wear a mask and 
practice social distancing while inside the church building. We appreciate your 
cooperation.

for parEnTS and ChiLdrEn 
The nursery is available downstairs for you and your child should your child need a 
break from worship. Feel free to ask a Host for assistance.

Contact amanda.beck@fccmoline.org or lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org  
for more information on children and youth events.

rESTroomS 
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library. 
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the 
kitchen. 

CoaT raCkS 
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and 
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary. 

fCC LivE 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live.  Please help 
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind 
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 

LET uS SupporT you

We are here to support you on your journey in faith.  Reach out to us, we would be 
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787       becky.david@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit 

Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.
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Gathering As God’s People
wELComE

 Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, 

 where no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey...

You are welcome here!

paSSing of pEaCE 

 The peace of Christ be with you all!

 And also with you!

prELudE 

CaLL To worShip

We come to this place -

each of us on our own path.

the path is winding.

And the path is not always clear,

And the path changes,

But we are here.

God is walking us home.

What a gift it is to not walk alone. 
Let us worship Holy God.

opEning prayEr

Loving God, 
who breaks through the darkness of doubt and despair, 
be with us this day as we hear of the visit of the Wise Ones, 
who risked everything to follow a Star. 

Let us open our hearts and be willing 
to risk receiving the gift of gracious Love 
that you have to offer us in the form of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit 
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gaThEring Song wE ThrEE kingS
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CaLL To ConfESSion

I imagine that, for the Magi, walking to Bethlehem was not easy.
I imagine that following a star for navigation was definitely not easy.
However, I imagine that the hardest part 
might have been not knowing where the road would lead.
Friends, we are not always the best versions of ourselves 
when we are faced with uncertainty or changing plans. 
Facing the unknown pulls on every ounce of our anxiety and fear. 
It rings all our stress alarms and can erode our patience, 
our calm, our sense of perspective.
Fortunately for us, we worship a God who is gracious beyond imagination 
and meets us on every twist and turn of the road home. 
So let us pray together now, 
Knowing that even in our worst moments, we are held by God.

prayEr of ConfESSion

God of changed plans,
The Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home—
a different path, an untraveled road. 
And to our amazement, they did just that. 
The Magi packed their bags and went home by another way.
We wish that change could be easy for us, 
but more often than not, when whispers of change come, 
we tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter.
Forgive us for resisting change that might be holy.
Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home.
Forgive us for failing to hear your invitation.
Guide our steps to unfamiliar places.
Gratefully we pray, amen.
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wordS of forgivEnESS

No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life,
God walks with us. God never leaves our side.  
When the road changes and we find
ourselves on a new path home, God is always there.
So hear and believe this good news:

No matter where we go, no matter what we do,  
we are claimed, loved, and held by God.
Thanks be to God for a love like that.

SpECiaL muSiC

ChiLdrEn’S TimE
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Listening To God’s Word 
SCripTurE iSaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine; for your light has come,
   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
   and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
   and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
   and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

Lift up your eyes and look around;
   they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away,
   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
   your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,
   the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
   the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
   all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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pSaLm 72 Lord, EvEry naTion on EarTh (J.ChEpponiS)

Lord, Every Nation On Earth 
Psalm 72 - J.Chepponis

Refrain

1. O God, with your judgement endow the king, endow with justice the kingdom. 
He will rule your people with justice, and judge the poor with right judgement. 

2. For justice will flourish all your days, and fullness of peace till the moon fails. 
He will rule forever from sea to sea, will rule from the river to earth’s bounds. 

3. The kings from Tarshish and the Isles offer gifts; Arabia and Seba bring 
tribute. All the kings will pay him homage, and all the nations will serve him. 

4. For he will rescue the poor when they cry, and offer help to the needy, will 
have pity on the lowly ones, and save the lives of the poor.

Verses
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*goSpEL maTThEw 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, 
and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet:

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the 
king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering 
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you O Christ.

SErmon Rev. Becky David
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Responding To God’s Word
hymn of prEparaTion homE By anoThEr way (a.STriCkLand)

1. Ma  - gi      from  a      far - a - way    place,     Ra - diant star - light 
2. Threat - ened by the good news they bring,      Her - od    plots  to 
3. Plans that change and storms that de - lay,  dreams and  hopes left

  set - ting their  pace,     ford - ing,    wad - ing,  risk - ing, chang - ing 
  kill   the  new   king.      An - gels   warn - ing      in    the morn - ing: 
   in    dis - ar  -  ray        make  us     trem - ble,   but    re - mem - ber:

   seek  -  ing    the  king’s birth - place. 
  “A  -  void      Je  -  ru  -   sa  -  lem”.       O              We have trav-eled 
  There    is       a  -  noth - er      way.

 night and day,   meet-ing God where’er we  stay.   Paths  are  chang-ing, 

  re  -  ar  -  ran  -  ging,     as      we  find     a  -  noth - er     way. 

Home By Another Way 
(A.Strickland)
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paSToraL prayEr

Lord’S prayEr

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
 Amen. 

CaLL To ThE offEring 

The Magi came bearing gifts,  
because that is what we do when we love someone.
We prepare. We celebrate. We drop off casseroles and flowers. We bring gifts. 
It has always been that way.
So today, we are invited to do the same for God. 
We are invited to bring our gifts as a sign of our love. 
And instead of gold, we’ll give our tithes and offerings.
Instead of frankincense, we’ll give our talents and our energy. 
Instead of myrrh, we’ll give our time.
We give because we love. It has always been that way.
Let us give our tithes and our offerings now.

offEring  

Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and  
place it in the offering plate for attendance and 

 contact tracing purposes. Thank you!!!

Hosts will collect the offering.  
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
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*doxoLogy  (using “In the Bleak Midwinter”)

 What shall I give God, poor as I am?
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
 If I were a wiseman, I would do my part. 
 Yet what can I give God? Give God my heart. 

prayEr of dEdiCaTion

God of new beginnings,

We offer these gifts to you today because we love you.
The world will tell us to keep our money to ourselves,
to hold it tight, to tuck it away,
but just as the Magi made a different choice,  
we make a different choice.
Instead, we give what we have,
trusting that when we live like we belong to one another,
we will see a better world.
So take these gifts and use them for your good.
With hope we pray, amen.



•  14  •

Sharing of Bread and Wine
Communion prayEr

inviTaTion To ThE TaBLE

 The bread we break is our communion in the body of Christ.
 The cup we share is our communion in the blood of Christ.
 Come to the light of the world,
 The bread of life, the fountain of living water.
 All is ready.  Come.  The gifts of God for the people of God.

Sharing of BrEad and winE

If you are worshipping at home
Offer to another a piece of bread or cracker saying,

“This is the body of Christ broken for you”.
Offer a cup of juice to another saying,

“This is the cup of salvation given for you”.

prayEr of ThankSgiving

Let us pray

Living God,
Thank you for feeding us at this table.
As we go, keep us close to you,
Trusting in your love,
And bearing the good news of Jesus Christ,
In whose name we pray.  Amen.

Going Forth as Disciples
*SEnding Song ariSE, your LighT iS ComE! 

(music on the next page)

*BEnEdiCTion 

poSTLudE 
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Arise, Your Light Is Come!
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worShip LEadErS SErving Today 
Rev. Becky David
Lindsey Spies
Maureen Holmes
Mason Moss 
Phil Koenig
Shirley Morton
Marcia Renaud
Sunny Moorhusen
Amber Moore

firST CongrEgaTionaL ChurCh STaff

Rev. Rebecca David 
Interim Pastor 
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies 
Custodian 
custodian@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies 
Minister of Faith Formation  
and Pastoral Care 
lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org 

Amber Moore - Office Manager 
Director of Marketing/Communications 
office@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Financial Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org 

Jennifer Dailing 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeping@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director 
amanda@fccmoline.org


