
CHRISTMAS EVE
Music & Lights service



Welcome
thank you for worshipping with us!

We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of Christ as 
your place of worship on this Christmas Eve.  No matter where you come from or how 
long you have been away - welcome home.  

We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless of sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity.  All people are welcome to participate 
fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership of the 
congregation. For more information please visit:         ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona 

If our service this evening is meaningful to you, we invite you to 
consider providing ongoing support for the mission and ministry of 
this congregation by using the QR code in this bulletin or by making 
a pledge.  Pledge cards are available by the main doors. Thank you for 
your generosity.

cover art Close to Home Graphics A Sanctified Art sanctifiedart.org

copyright License 
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.  
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013 
CCS License #1250 
OneLicense #289395
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covid precautions 
First Congregational United Church of Christ requests that you wear a mask and 
practice social distancing while inside the church building. We appreciate your 
cooperation.

for parents and chiLdren 
The nursery is available downstairs for you and your child should your child need a 
break from worship. Feel free to ask a Host for assistance.

Contact amanda.beck@fccmoline.org or lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org  
for more information on children and youth events.

restrooMs 
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library. 
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the 
kitchen. 

fcc Live 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live.  Please help 
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind 
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 

Let us support you

We are here to support you on your journey in faith.  Reach out to us, we would be 
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787       becky.david@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit 
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Gathering As God’s People
preLude  

greeting & weLcoMe

 One: Merry Christmas!  

  Welcome home to First Congregational United Church of Christ, 

  where no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey…

Many: You are welcome here!

One:  Emmanuel has come!  

Many: Thanks be to God!

One: God is with us bringing peace beyond our imagining of it.  

 Let us take a few moments to share that peace with one another.

settLing Music o coMe, o coMe eMManueL (J.w.krug) 

candLe Lighting Liturgy 

A:  We have heard the story a million times
 But we want to hear it like it’s the first.

B:  As God’s people we come home again to remember.

A:  In God’s house, there is hope—

B:  In God’s house, there is peace—

A:  In God’s house, there is joy—

B:  In God’s house, there is love—

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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A:  And in the center of our hope,

B:  In the center of our peace,

A:  In the center of our joy,

B:  In the center of our love, is God
 —who came to this earth to dwell among us.

A:  So tonight we light the Christ candle, 
 for God’s love just could not stay away.

B:  Welcome home. 

Many: Welcome home. Amen.

response Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to you O Israel

caLL to worship

One: An unmarried teenage girl was invited—

Many: to carry Christ into this world.

One: An ordinary carpenter was invited—

Many: to be a father to a child unlike any other.

One: The shepherds were invited—

Many: outcast and isolated, included at the manger.

One: The Magi were invited—

Many: foreigners and seekers, included at the manger.

One: And if she was invited, and he was invited, and they were invited—

Many: then we can trust that we too are invited.

One: This story is for us.

Many: This love is for us.

One: Friends in Christ, this is our invitation. Welcome home.

Many: Amen.
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*gathering song o coMe, aLL ye faithfuL

1  O    come,  all    ye   faith - ful,     joy - ful and  tri - um - phant, O 
2         Sing choirs of     an  -  gels,   sing   in  ex - ul  -  ta - tion,  
3         Yea,  Lord, we   greet  thee,  born this hap - py morn - ing,

come  ye, O   come ye to   Beth  -  le  -  hem; come and be-hold him, 
sing,   all ye   cit-i-zens of  heav’n  a  -  bove;    glo - ry   to  God, all 
 Je  -  sus to   thee  be  all    glo  -  ry     giv’n; Word      of    God,

born the King of  an - gels;  
 glo - ry   in   the high-est; O come, let us a-dore him, O come, let us a- 
now  in  flesh ap-pear-ing;

dore him, O come, let  us  a  -  dore     him,    Christ      the   Lord! 
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*gathering prayer

One: Living God, on this holy night we gather -
 to stand with shepherds, amazed at your glory;
 to sing with angels, rejoicing in your work;
 to wait with Joseph, trusting your promise;
 to sit with Mary, cradling your love.

Many: May the good news of this night inspire us
 to tell the world of our great joy:
 for to us is born a Savior,
 the Messiah, the Lord.
 Glory and praise to you forever. Amen.

Listening to God’s Word 
scripture isaiah 9:2, 6-7

The people who walked in darkness
   have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
   on them light has shined.

For a child has been born for us,
   a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
   and he is named
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
   and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
   He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
   from this time onwards and for evermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

One:     The word of the Lord.

Many: Thanks be to God.
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response   coMfort, coMfort o My peopLe (h.hopson)

psaLM 96 today is Born our savior (M.cerisier)

response ‘twas in the Moon of wintertiMe (B.greer)

1  O sing a new song to the Lord; Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
 O sing to the Lord; bless his name. 

2  Proclaiming salvation day by day, Tell among the nations of glory, 
 And of wonders among all the peoples. 

3  Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad;  
 Let the sea and all within it thunder praise. 
 Let the land and all it bears rejoice.  
 Then will all the trees of the wood shout for joy. 

4  At the presence of the Lord, for he comes, comes to judge the earth, 
 And will judge the world with justice;  
 And will govern the peoples with truth. 

Refrain

Verses

Today Is Born Our Savior 
Psalm 96 - Marc Cerisier
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scripture Luke 2:1-14

Please remain seated for the reading of the Gospel

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. 
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family 
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them 
in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven,
   and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’

response    angeLs we have heard on high (a.L.page)
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scripture   Luke 2:15-20

Please remain seated for the reading of the Gospel

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.

One:     The Gospel of the Lord.

Many: Praise to you O Christ.
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*sung response  the first noweLL

1.  The   first     Now - ell,       the    an - gel did     say,  Was to cer-tain poor 
2.  They look  -  ed       up       and   saw__    a      star, shin-ing  in__    the 
3.  And    by       the  light        of     that__  same    star  Three    sag   -   es  
4.  Then  en  -  tered   in        those   ma   -   gi       three, and    bend   -   ing

shep - herds in fields as they lay;  In    fields  where  they    lay   keep-ing their 
East,__       be - yond    them far,  And    to       the     earth   it     gave__   great  
came__     from coun  -  try   far;  To    seek    for  a   king   was  their__     in - 
   low__      up  -  on      their knee, They  of  -  fered  there,   in    great__  rev -

  sheep, On  a  cold win-ter’s night that  was__    so    
deep. 
   light,   And     so   it   con-ti-nued both day__  and  night. 
  -tent,  And to fol - low the star__ wher - ev - er  it    went. 

Now - ell,    now - 

- ell,    now - ell,     now - ell!       Born  is  the  King   of      Is   -   ra  -  el.

The First Nowell
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serMon Rev. Becky David

Responding To God’s Word
song of preparation  o hoLy night (k.christopher)

pastoraL prayer Lindsey spies

Lord’s prayer

Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
 Amen. 

caLL to the offering 

One: Like those visiting the Christ child so long ago,
 let us too bring our gifts before God.

offering   Love Came Down At Christmas (J.W.Krug)

Hosts will collect the offering. 

Christmas Offering...We wanted to give you one more 
opportunity for your contribution to be counted towards 

your 2021 giving record. Please include your donation in the 
Christmas Offering envelope or you can give online by scanning 

the QR code. 

*doxoLogy  (using “In the Bleak Midwinter”)

 What shall I give God, poor as I am?
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
 If I were a wiseman, I would do my part. 
 Yet what can I give God? Give God my heart. 
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*prayer of dedication

One: Gracious God,
 Your story is one that forever invites us 
 to be our full selves,
 to take up space,
 to go where we feel called,
 and to allow this community to feel like home.
 So use these gifts to keep building your home here.
 With gratitude as tall as the ceiling, we pray.  

Many: Amen

scripture John 1:1-14

Please remain seated for the reading of the Gospel 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself 
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

One:     The Gospel of the Lord.

Many: Praise to you O Christ.
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sung response siLent night

The light will be distributed from the Christ Candle to the first person 
seated in the pew.  Please share the light with the next person by tipping 

your unlit candle toward the flame. 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon’ virgin mother and child, holy infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar. Heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!”

Silent night, holy night; Son of God, love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night; Wondrous star, lend thy light.
With the angels let us sing, “Alleluias” to our King.
Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born.

Lights are turned on; candles are blown out. 

Going Forth as Disciples
*Benediction

*sending song Joy To the World 
(music on the next page)

postLude 
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Joy To The World

1. Joy    to    the  world!   the    Lord   is      come;   Let    earth    re - 
2. Joy    to    the  world!   the     Sav - ior    reigns;   Let     all     their 
3. Rul - ing   the  world   with   truth  and     grace,  And   mak  -  ing

ceive  her   King;  Let    ev  -  ‘ry     heart       pre - pare  Him   room, 
songs em - ploy; While fields  and   floods,   rocks, hills,  and   plains 
 na - tions  prove  The  glo  -  ries     of         God’s righ-teous - ness,

 And  heav’n and   na - ture   sing,             And  heav’n and    na - ture 
   Re - peat   the  sound - ing   joy,                Re - peat   the  sound - ing 
 And   won - ders    of   God’s love,             And  won - ders    of  God’s

1. And       heav’n  and  na - ture       sing,

1. And      heav’n and  na - ture         sing,                  And

sing,               And  heav’n,    and  heav’n   and    na - ture    sing. 
joy,                  Re  -  peat,       re  -  peat     the  sound - ing    joy. 
love,               And    won  -  ders,   won  -  ders    of   God’s  love.

heav’n  and   na - ture    sing,
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Given in memory of: Given By:

Harold and Mildred Griffith,  
Karen Griffith Billman, 
Andy Billman Jeff and Pam Griffith and Family

Norma and Forrest Yake, 
Katherine and Irvin Dedow Kimberly and Joshua Dyer

Priscilla and Bob Seeds 
Dawn Seeds Ratzburg 
Jolene and Mose Farpe
Fane Fitzgeral William “Bill” Ratzburg

Dorothy Swanson Desiree Grace

Kelly Wynn Shawn, Sara, Zach, A.J. and Charlotte Wynn

Harold P. Duckett 
Betty Rutherford Michele Duckett, Harold and Brenda Duckett

Bruce Ingold Steve and Judy Schippers

Jeanice and John Casad 
Josephine and George Graham
William R. Graham Rosemary Graham

Ron and Doris Carlson and Janet Laub 
Walt, Sheila and Grant McKernie Cliff and Heather Carlson

Homer and Frances Stotts J.R. and Toni Stotts

Christmas Poinsettias
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Given in memory of: Given By:

John Teufel Susan Llewellyn

My Grands: Sophia, Myles, 
Matthew, Rachel and Lily Carol Dyer

Craig Morton
Luci LeBeau Shirley Morton

Max and Ruth Harle
Walter and Irma Marquardt
John Marquardt Dieter and Katy Harle

Paul Wadsworth Lois Wadsworth and Family

Robert Moore
Alma Moore 
Charles and Jane Bloome 
Thomas Rogers Diann Moore and Ashley Moore

Joan (Larson) Pierce Karla J. Larson

Rezin and Charlotte Scott The Ylinen Family

R. Vernon and Mary Jane Pearson Melinda Pearson and Jim Thomson

Mike Wendt Pam and Cissy Wendt

Adolph and Carita Barth
Herbert and Phyllis Hohensee Carolin and Hollis Hohensee and Family

Christmas Poinsettias
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Christmas Poinsettias
Given in memory of: Given By:

Our Parents Paul and Marcia Renaud

Ray G. Versluis
Mable and Ray H. Verslius
Jeannette and Hillis VanAtta George and Dianne Vanvooren

Harold, Leta, Brad Brown and Jane Schultze
Clifford and Mary Scheuerman
Don Kennedy Mary Kennedy and Family

Gilbert and Dorothy Wiedenhoeft Daughters Susan and Sally

Our Grandparents: Harold Wade, Ralph and Lois Martin, 
Burl and Barb Deem, Roger and Bernice Deem Emilia and Bradley Deem

Gordon Ainsworth and Dayle Crissey Ainsworth Family

Audrey and Chuck Holtz
Lois and Ralph Martin Carol and Dana Martin

Tom, Ellen, Pamela and J.R. Peets Tami Marshall

Don and June Engstrom The Engstrom Children

Joseph Leinfelder The Family

My Parents: A. Willard & Vivian Larson Barbara Larson
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Musicians

Mason Moss, organ & piano

Instrumental Ensemble-
Mark & Stephanie Moen, violin
Debbie Wegener, viola
Lilly Moen, cello
Robin Asay, flute
Rob Miller, clarinet

Campanella Ringers-
Gail Glockhoff-Long, director
Mary Curry
Christina Morgensen
Layne Porembski
Don Wood

Chancel Choir-
Maureen Holmes, director
Sopranos- Marcella Armstrong, Joanna Dye, Patti Ensey, Jacqueline Isaacson, 
Megan Warren
Altos- Audra Bailey, Emilia Deem, Michele Duckett, Barb Guss, Meghan Guss, 
Nancy Lackey
Tenors- Matt Holmes, Joel Kolander, Phil Koenig, Jeff Newcomb, Daniel 
Williams
Basses- Al Guss, Curtis Fischer-Oelschlaeger, Hollis Hohensee, Wes Llewelyn 
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Rev. Becky David
Lindsey Spies
Barbara Guss
Al Guss
Kristi Bailey 
Marcia Renaud
Carl Collins

worship Leaders serving today

first congregationaL church staff

Rev. Rebecca David 
Interim Pastor 
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes 
Chancel Choir Director 
maureen@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss 
Organist/Pianist 
mason@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Catherine Moneysmith 
Office Administrative Assistant 
admin@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies 
Custodian 
custodian@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies 
Minister of Faith Formation  
and Pastoral Care 
lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org 

Amber Moore - Office Manager 
Director of Marketing/Communications 
office@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Financial Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org 

Jennifer Dailing 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director 
amanda@fccmoline.org


