SUNDAY JANUARY 23RD, 2022

Third Sunday After Epiphany

Welcome

Thank you for worshipping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona
Cover Art Jesus Mural of Faith, Hope, Love, and Peace
From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN.
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

Covid Precautions
First Congregational United Church of Christ requests that you wear a mask and
practice social distancing while inside the church building. We appreciate your
cooperation.
For Parents and Children
The nursery is available downstairs for you and your child should your child need a
break from worship. Feel free to ask a Host for assistance.
Contact amanda.beck@fccmoline.org or lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org
for more information on children and youth events.
Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.
Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary.
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.
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Gathering As God’s People
Welcome
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ,
where no matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Passing Of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all!
and also with you!
Prelude

Sonata in B Minor, BWV 1034 (Bach)

Call to Worship
God has made this day.
Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Let us worship the living God!
To God, Fountain of Life,
Living Word, and Spirit of Holiness,
be praised in all the earth.
Opening Prayer
Let us pray:
We thank you O God, for calling us into your church to be your people.
We have gathered, God of grace and wisdom,
because we have heard your call.
You have reached out to us in Jesus Christ,
you have touched us with your Spirit;
and we have turned toward you,
seeking to love as we have been loved.
We call upon your holy name:
empower us to worship and serve you,
walking gently on this earth, through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.
* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Gathering Song

The God of Abraham Praise

1
2
3
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Call to Confession
Trusting in the promise of grace,
Let us pour out our hearts before God.
Prayer of Confession
Forgiving God,
We repent of all the ways we turn from you.
You call, but we do not listen;
You show us your path, but we prefer our own way.
Forgive us, heal us, and lead us back to you,
that we might show mercy to others.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Declaration of Forgiveness
This is the word of the Lord:
In Jesus Christ, you are forgiven by God and given new life.
Song of Praise

Gloria

Children’s Time

Lindsey Spies

Special Music

Meditation from Thaïs (Massenet)
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Listening To God’s Word
Scripture

Genesis 22: 1-14.

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he
said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering
on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in
the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and
went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third day
Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his
young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we
will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took the wood of
the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire
and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father
Abraham, ‘Father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, my son.’ He said, ‘The fire and the
wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said,
‘God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two
of them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an
altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him
on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and
took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from
heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do
not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you
fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering instead of his
son. So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is said to this
day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 19 (J.Chepponis)
Psalm 19

Psalm 19 (J.Chepponis)

Refrain

Verses

1. God’s perfect law revives the soul. God’s stable rule guides the simple.
2. God’s faultless decrees stand forever. God’s right judgements keep their
truth.
3. Keep my pride in check, break its grip. I shall be free of blame for deadly
sin.
4. Keep me, thought and word, in your good grace. God, you are my Savior,
You are my Rock.
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Scripture	Romans 4: 1-3
What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according
to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to
boast about, but not before God. For what does the scripture say? ‘Abraham
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sermon

Rev. Dana Martin
The God of Abraham Praise
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How Can I KeepTo
From
Singing
Responding
God’s
Word
Song of Preparation

How Can I Keep From Singing
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Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Many: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Call to the Offering
When our riches increase,
we are tempted to put our trust and confidence in them.
But riches are not meant to satisfy us.
They are placed in our hands that we might accomplish some good purpose.
Giving through the church grants us that opportunity.
Offering

Dragonfly (Schocker)
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance and
contact tracing purposes. Thank you!!!

Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God the Source of life and birth.
Praise God the Word, who came to earth.
Praise God the Spirit, holy flame.
All glory, honor to God’s name! Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
God of steadfast love, you have saved us for a purpose. We dedicate these
gifts as we dedicate our lives to you, that you will make us fishers of people.
Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song

Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

*Benediction

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Postlude

Sent Forth By God’s Blessing

1. Sent forth by God’s bless - ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2. With praise and thanks - giv - ing to God ev - er liv - ing,

the
the

peo - ple of God from this dwell - ing take leave. The ser - vice is
tasks of our ev - ery - day life we will face. Our faith ev - er

end - ed
shar - ing,

O
in

now
love

be ex - tend - ed the fruits of our
ev - er
car - ing, em - brac - ing God’s
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wor - ship in all who be - lieve. The seed of the teach - ing, re chil - dren of each tribe and race. With your grace you feed us, with

cep - tive hearts reach - ing, shall blos - som
your light now lead us,
u - nite
us

in
as

ac - tion for
one in this

God and for all. God’s grace did in - vite us, and love shall u life that we share. Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks -

nite us
to work for God’s realm and to ans - wer the call.
giv - ing give hon - or to Christ and that name that we bear.
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Altar Flowers
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Corinne Potter
Given by: Her children
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Dana Martin
Lindsey Spies
Maureen Holmes
Mason Moss
Robin Asay, flute
Barbara Guss
Alan Guss
Pam Wendt
Ella Suman
Amber Moore

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies
Minister of Faith Formation
and Pastoral Care

lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies
Custodian
custodian@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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