Sunday March 20th, 2022

Third Sunday After Lent

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

Covid Precautions
Although we are no longer requiring masks inside our building, we encourage
you to wear a mask and practice social distancing while inside the church
building.

Cover Art Full to the Brim, A Sanctified Art
Visit sanctifiedart.org
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

Children Worship Activity Bags
Worship Activity Bags for children are located at the back of the church:
Teal bags for young children (2-5 years)
Navy blue for older children (6+ years)
Contact lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org
for more information on children and youth events.

Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.

Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.

FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.

Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.
* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.
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Gathering As God’s People
Light Of Life / Adoramus Te

*Gathering Song

(M. Haugen)

Light Of Life (M.Haugen)

1. Light of
life
be - yond con - ceiv - ing, Might - y
2. From the
dawn - ing
of
cre - a - tion, You have
* choir sings “Adoramus te Christe” (We adore you, O Christ)
3. Liv - ing
Wa
ter of
sal - va - tion, Be the

Spi - rit
loved us
foun - tain

- liev - ing,
- ta - tion,
- a - tion,

of
as
of

our
your
each

give
make
flow

Lord;
own;
soul;

Give new strength to our be Stay with us through all tempSpring - ing up
in new cre -

us faith to live your word, give us
us turn to you
a - lone, make us
in us and make us
whole, flow in

faith to live your word.
turn to you a - lone.
us and make us
whole.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Welcome
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ
where not matter who you are where you are on life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
Opening Prayer
Let us pray.
God of the cosmos, you are at work here.
You are fertilizing the soil and putting down roots.
You are growing fruit that is yet to be tasted.
But until that promised day when the fig tree stands tall
and swords are beaten into plowshares,
We trust that you, O God, still love us.
We gather together, longing for our God who still longs for us.
We gather under the shelter of our God, Creator of the cosmos
who is at work here, today and everyday.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.
*Passing of Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Special Music

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy arr. Jason W. Krug

Children’s Time

Katy Harle
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Listening To God’s Word
Scripture	Isaiah 55:1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.
Seek the Lord while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Scripture	Psalm 63:1-8
God is our rock and our salvation.
God is our rock and our salvation.
For God alone our souls wait in silence;
God alone is our rock and salvation, our fortress;
We shall never be shaken.
God is our rock and our salvation.
On God rests our deliverance and our honor;
our mighty rock, our refuge is in Yahweh.
God is our rock and our salvation.
Trust in God at all times O people;
pour out our hearts before our Creator;
Yahweh is a refuge for us.
God is our rock and our salvation.
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*Gospel

Luke 13:1-9
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do
you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse
sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower
of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than
all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you
will all perish just as they did.’
Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and
he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener,
“See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and
still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied,
“Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it.
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” ’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Lindsey Spies
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Illustration by: Lauren Wright Pittman | Inspired by: Isaiah 55:1-9 | sanctifiedart.org
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Responding To God’s Word
Intercessions

O Lord, Hear Our Prayer (Taizé)
O Lord, Hear My Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Why do we use our money for things that do not fill us,
Or invest our time in activities without meaning or purpose?
God offers us a way of life that satisfies.
Our offerings are one way of expressing our thanks.
Offering

Ah, Holy Jesus arr. Jason W. Krug
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance and
contact tracing purposes. Thank you!!!

Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology

(from When I Survey The Wondrous Cross)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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Going Forth as Disciples
Words For the Way of Home
What I Forgot
Sometimes I wish I was the fig tree.
No fruit here, just soaking up the sun,
growing roots, turning green,
stretching out my branches until
I can hug the horizon.
Sometimes I wish I was the fig tree,
because she doesn’t produce,
and she’s not exhausted,
and she probably gets eight hours
of sleep at night.
And her branches, unlike my shoulders,
are not heavy with work—
pulled toward the ground,
threatening to break.
And her trunk, unlike my spine,
is not fighting to stand tall
while holding it all together.
Sometimes I wish I was the fig tree
because she knows what I forgot many years ago.
You are still worthy
even if you don’t produce.
written by: rev. sarah speed | sanctifiedart.org
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*Benediction
As you leave this place,
may you be awestruck by the beauty of this world.
May you laugh, and may it be contagious.
May you overflow with love for those around you.
May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy.
And in all of your living, and breathing, and being,
may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy Spirit,
and may it change your life.
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself—
go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
*Closing Song

I Am A Child Of God (M.J.Cathey)
(Music on the next page)

Postlude
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I Am A Child Of God
(M.J.Cathey)

I Am A Child Of God
1
2
3
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Lindsey Spies
Joanna Dye
Mary
Christina
Nancy M
Don
Gail Glockhoff Long
Mason Moss

Phil Koenig
Mary Newcomb
Pam Wendt
Kristi Bailey
Amber Moore

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies
Minister of Faith Formation
and Pastoral Care

lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies
Custodian
custodian@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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