Sunday March 27th, 2022

Fourth Sunday After Lent

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

Covid Precautions
Although we are no longer requiring masks inside our building, we encourage
you to wear a mask and practice social distancing while inside the church
building.

Cover Art Full to the Brim, A Sanctified Art
Visit sanctifiedart.org
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

Children Worship Activity Bags
Worship Activity Bags for children are located at the back of the church:
Teal bags for young children (2-5 years)
Navy blue for older children (6+ years)
Contact lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org
for more information on children and youth events.

Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.

Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.

FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.

Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.
* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.
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Gathering As God’s People
Light Of Life / Adoramus Te

*Gathering Song

(M. Haugen)

Light Of Life (M.Haugen)
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* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Welcome
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ
where not matter who you are where you are on life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
Opening Prayer
God of open doors,
We often long to come home to you,
to love, and to ourselves,
but we aren’t always sure how to get there.
We know that we need you,
but the road back to you is heavy with distractions.
So if we can dare to be so forward, we pray—
reach into the cacophony of our hearts and minds
and make yourself known.
Draw us out of ourselves and into each other
So that we might encounter You here.
With hope we pray, amen.
*Passing of Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
Children’s Time
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Listening To God’s Word
Scripture

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! All this
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting
the message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Scripture	Psalm 32
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress,
the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.
Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
else it will not stay near you.
Many are the torments of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.
Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.
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*Gospel

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow
welcomes sinners and eats with them.’
So he told them this parable:
Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them
said to his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will
belong to me.” So he divided his property between them. A few days later
the younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent
everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens
of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly
have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave
him anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How many of my
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of
hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.’ ” So he set off and went to
his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then
the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I
am no longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his slaves,
“Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.
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‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the
house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked
what was going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.” Then he
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead
with him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these years I have been
working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet
you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with
my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!” Then the father
said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and
has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Becky David
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Illustration by: Hannah Garrity | Inspired by: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 | sanctifiedart.org
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Responding To God’s Word
Intercessions

O Lord, Hear My Prayer
O Lord, Hear Our Prayer (Taizé)
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
We too easily do not recognize or simply squander away
The inheritance that is ours in Christ.
Let us throw open the doors of our hearts
And share our abundance
So that we may set a table of welcome for all.
Offering
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance and
contact tracing purposes. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology

(from When I Survey The Wondrous Cross)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
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Going Forth as Disciples
Words For the Way of Home
Grace
First came the taking,
the leaving, the wandering.
Then came the using,
the wasting, the losing.
Next came the knowing,
the grieving, the returning.
And then the father
ran to his son
and put his arms around him.
It breaks the rhythm.
Grace always does.
written by: rev. sarah speed | sanctifiedart.org
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*Benediction
As you leave this place,
may you be awestruck by the beauty of this world.
May you laugh, and may it be contagious.
May you overflow with love for those around you.
May you be effusive with hope and quick to point out joy.
And in all of your living, and breathing, and being,
may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy Spirit,
and may it change your life.
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself—
go in peace, full to the brim. Amen.
*Closing Song

Jesus’ Wondrous Words Of Grace
(Music on the next page)

Postlude
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Jesus’ Wondrous Words Of Grace

(C.W.Gillette)
Jesus’ Wondrous
Words Of Grace

1 Je - sus’ wond-rous words of grace wel - come all to God’s em-brace:
2 Do you live in
fear and doubt? Do you seek to leave some out?
3 Je - sus says to
all the church: wel-come in the ones who search,

Wel - come if you’re rich or poor, if you’re knock-ing at the door,
Do you think that some can’t get to the ta - ble God has set?
Wel - come in the ones who mourn, wel-come in the tired and worn,

If you come from far a - way, if you need a place to stay.
Think there is
no room for you? Je - sus says you’re wel-come, too.
Wel-come those who live in fear, wel - come in the sin - ners here.

If
you suf - fer want or pain, you are wel - come in God’s reign!
Think you’re diff-erent, sin - ful, odd? You are wel - come, child of God!
As you do to these, you see,
so you al - so wel - come me.
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Lindsey Spies
Joanna Dye
Marcia Renaud, guest conductor
Mason Moss
Phil Koenig
Laura Miller
Avi Michl
Amber Moore

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies
Minister of Faith Formation
and Pastoral Care

lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies
Custodian
custodian@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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