Leader

Palm Sunday

April 10th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

Covid Precautions
Although we are no longer requiring masks inside our building, we encourage
you to wear a mask and practice social distancing while inside the church
building.

Cover Art Full to the Brim, A Sanctified Art
Visit sanctifiedart.org
Copyright License
Music printed, recorded, and streamed - used by permission.
CCLI License #3005147; #CSPL144013
CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

Children Worship Activity Bags
Worship Activity Bags for children are located at the back of the church:
Teal bags for young children (2-5 years)
Navy blue for older children (6+ years)
Contact lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org
for more information on children and youth events.

Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.

Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.

FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.

Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.
* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.
• 3 •

Gathering As God’s People
Prelude
Welcome
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ
where not matter who you are where you are on life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Passing of Peace
May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
*Invitation To Worship
The story of Palm Sunday tells of how people removed their cloaks and spread
them out in front of Jesus as he entered Jerusalem. The cloak we wear every day
to face the world is both the persona we wish to present, and our defense against
the elements.
As we come to worship may we be willing to lay down our defenses and disguises,
at the feet of the One who sees us we really are. And then, set free for worship,
may we offer our praises with open hearts and lives.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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*Blessing of the Palms
Bless these parade palms, O God of Celebration.
May they remind us of the simple joys of living.
May we remember the excitement that comes with following Christ.
Bless these protest palms, O God of Justice.
May they remind us that Empire is not a thing of the past.
May they make us bold and brave to stand up against injustice.
Bless these funeral palms, O God of Comfort.
May they remind us of the road that lies ahead.
May they encourage us in times of grief and pain.
We give you thanks for the parade, the protest, the processional.
Guide our steps through this holiest of weeks as we cry out together
“Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna!”
Come, Christ Jesus!
*Opening Hymn

All Glory, Laud, and Honor
(Music on the next page)
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All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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Call To Confession
The word ‘hosanna’ is often sung with joy and glee on this day. We process in,
we wave palm branches, and it feels like a celebration. But the truth is, the
word ‘hosanna’ actually means, “save us.” The people along that parade route
so many years ago were crying out to Jesus for help, because they knew—
this world is not as it should be.
There is still too much hurt here. They were crying, “Save us!”
In the prayer of confession, we have our own hosanna moment, because we
cry out to God, admitting the ways in which we have fallen short, and we ask
for God’s saving hand.
So friends, let us pray together, for there is still too much hurt here.
Prayer of Confession
God of street parades and hosannas,
we know that you are counting on us to speak out against oppression,
to speak up for love and to speak hope to fear,
but so often we are silent.
We worry that we’ll say the wrong thing,
so we don’t say anything at all.
We worry that we’ll offend,
so we keep our convictions to ourselves.
We worry that we’ll speak up and won’t be heard,
so we stay silent.
And meanwhile, the parade marches on.
Unravel our fears. Spark conviction in us.
Give us the courage to yell, “Hosanna!”
Gratefully we pray, amen.
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Words of Forgiveness
Friends, even when we are silent,
even when we are scared,
even when we miss the moment,
even when we choose to speak and say the wrong thing—
we belong to God.
There is nothing said or unsaid,
done or undone that can undo that,
so rest in this good news:
We are forgiven. We are known.
We belong to God, every day and always. Amen.
Musical Meditation

Blessed Is He (Dennis & Nan Allen)

Children’s Time
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Listening To God’s Word
Scripture

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever!
Let Israel say, ‘His steadfast love endures forever.’
Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
We bless you from the house of the Lord.
The Lord is God, and he has given us light.
Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar.
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;
you are my God, I will extol you.
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures for ever
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Gospel	Luke 19:28-40
After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, ‘Go into the village
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has
never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, “Why are
you untying it?” just say this: “The Lord needs it.” ’ So those who were sent
departed and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt,
its owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’ They said, ‘The Lord
needs it.’ Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading
their cloaks on the road. As he was now approaching the path down from
the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise
God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen,
saying,
‘Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!’
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples
to stop.’ He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout
out.’
Sermon

Rev. Becky David
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Responding To God’s Word
Affirmation of Faith

Paraphrased from and inspired by Luke 19:28-40

Go to the village ahead of you, and you will find a colt tied there.
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, say, “The Lord needs it.”
We believe in a God of surprises.
We believe in a God with a sense of humor.
We believe that there are things we may never understand,
but we believe that even in the mystery, God is there.
They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt, and put Jesus on it.
As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.
We believe in giving what we have.
We believe that actions of generosity change us.
We dare to believe that these small acts can change the world.
The whole crowd of disciples began joyfully praising God in loud voices for all
the miracles they had seen.
We believe in a God who is a miracle-maker.
We believe in a God of good news.
We believe this good news is so good that we cannot help but sing.
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus,
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”
We believe there will be forces that try to silence
what is just, good, hopeful, and generous.
We do not believe those voices will have the last word.
“I tell you,” Jesus replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
We believe, at the end of the day, love will find a way.
We believe.
Help our unbelief.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

• 12 •

Prayers of Intercession

O Lord, Hear Our Prayer (Taizé)
O Lord, Hear My Prayer
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
To be a Christian is to offer up our lives and deaths to God.
These gifts are a sign of the offering of our whole selves.
Offering

O God Beyond All Praising
(Music on the next page)
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance and
contact tracing purposes. Thank you!!!

Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
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O God Beyond All Praising
1
2
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*Doxology

(from When I Survey The Wondrous Cross)

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small.
Love so amazing, so divine
Demands my soul, my life, my all.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Let us pray,
God of all true power and glory,
We thank you that Jesus Christ came to Jerusalem
not with a sword to challenge the power of this world,
But with love, announcing the good news of your kin-dom.
Enable your church to choose your ways,
Winning the victory over sin and death.
Establish your righteous realm on earth.
Use our gifts and our lives to your glory,
Through Jesus, who comes in your name. Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
Hymn of Sending

Lift High the Cross
(Music on the next page)

Benediction
Today begins Holy Week.
Today is an invitation to walk with Jesus during this holiest of weeks,
To encounter in his passion the undying love of Christ.
Go forth held by your Creator,
With ears open to the words of our Savior,
And with the courage of the Spirit.
Be blessed. Amen.
Leave in Silence

• 17 •

Lift High the Cross
Refrain
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Lindsey Spies
Maureen Holmes
Mason Moss
Phil Koenig
Steve Schippers
Carol Freeman
Amber Moore

2022 Giving
January

$19,711.00
$32,996.00
$18,898.00

February
March

Yearly Income
to Date:

$71,605.00

To Date Monthly
Expenses Budgeted:

$146,437.26

Difference:

-$74,832.26

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies
Minister of Faith Formation
and Pastoral Care

lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies
Custodian
custodian@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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