Second Sunday of Easter

April 24th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

Covid Precautions
Although we are no longer requiring masks inside our building, we encourage
you to wear a mask and practice social distancing while inside the church
building.

Cover Art Christ shows himself to Thomas,
LeCompte, Rowan and Irene LeCompte from Art in the Christian Tradition, a
project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.
Copyright License
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CCS License #1250
OneLicense #289395

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.

Children, Worship & Activity Bags
Hello, One Human Family!!!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things:
1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here!
2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship
bags available in the back.
3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and
we won’t get offended.

Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.

Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.

FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.

Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.
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Gathering As God’s People
Welcome
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Passing of Peace
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all!
And also with you!
Prelude
*Call To Worship
Christ our Savior is risen from the dead! Alleluia!
Break forth into joy! Sing together!
God comforts those whose hearts are broken in sorrow.
We Who once suffered in death, we who once cried in despair Now we know victory over death!
Now we know joy over despair!
For God has raised Christ from the grave!
The tomb is empty and death has been defeated for all the earth!
*Gathering Song

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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*Opening Prayer
God of all our beginnings,
May this day and every day begin with our praise to you
Let every breath become a witness to your Spirit,
Dwelling within and among us.
Open our hearts to receive your saving gifts.
Loosen our tongues to proclaim your unsurpassed greatness,
May the noise of our celebration
help your people to sense your powerful presence
And to claim the joy of serving you,
In Christ’s name. Amen.
*Affirmation of Faith
We believe in a God who can astound us—
a God who created the mountains of Colorado,
the stars on a summer night, and the green of Ireland.
We believe in Jesus, whose example changes us—
an example of love for those on the fringes,
healing for the sick, and welcome for the lonely.
We believe that Jesus was abandoned by his friends,
wounded, mocked, and killed by the state.
And in a garden, three days later, we believe that life began again—
the stone was rolled back, as death lost its sting.
Ever since that day,
we believe the Spirit has been inviting us into an expansive life—
a life not measured by wealth or accolades,
but a life full to the brim with joy,
overflowing with laughter, saturated in hope,
and decorated with good news.
Death has lost its sting.
We believe, and are set free. Thanks be to God, amen.
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Listening To God’s Word
Children’s Time
Scripture	Acts 5:27-32
When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The
high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict orders not to teach
in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you
are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.’ But Peter and the apostles
answered, ‘We must obey God rather than any human authority. The God
of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on
a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, so that he
might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses
to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who
obey him.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow
Psalm 147

Psalm 147 - K.Y.Wimberly
Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow (K.Wimberly)

Refrain

Verses
1. How good it is to sing our praise! God’s grace extends through all our days,
God brings the outcasts home to rest and builds a new Jerusalem.
2. God will heal the broken-hearted ones, bind up and heal their ev’ry wound.
God counts the number of the stars and gives a name to one and all.
3. We will sing to God with joy and praise, with melody and thankfulness;
The clouds may pass before the sky, but rain will make the flowers thrive.
4. Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God, all creatures here below.
Grant us your peace in home and hearth, and send your love to all the earth.
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*Gospel

John 20:19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put
my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him,
‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing
you may have life in his name.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.

Sermon

Rev. Becky David

• 9 •

• 10 •

Responding To God’s Word
Special Music

Kyrie (arr. J.Rouse)

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Let us honor God with our tithes and offerings.
Offering
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance and
contact tracing purposes. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Ritual of Release
In 2014 this local church called Maureen Holmes to serve as
Music Coordinator.
Maureen: I thank First Congregational United Church of Christ,
its members and friends, for the love, kindness, and support
shown me these last 8 years.
I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.
I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted.
As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here.
Many: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness,
and accept that you now leave to minister elsewhere.
We express our gratitude for your time among us.
We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes.
Your influence on our faith and
faithfulness will not leave us at your departure.
Maureen: I forgive you and accept your gratitude,
trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God.
*Vows of Release
Pastor: Do you, the members and friends of First Congregational United
Church of Christ, release Maureen from the duties of Music Coordinator?
Many: We do, with the help of God.
Pastor: Do you offer your encouragement as she continues her journey to
new opportunities?
Many: We do, with the help of God.
Pastor: Do you Maureen, release this local church from turning to you and
depending on you?
Maureen: I do, with the help of God.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song

We Walk By Faith And Not By Sight
(Music on the next page)

*Choral Benediction

The Lord Bless You And Keep You (Lutkin)

Postlude
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We Walk By Faith And Not By Sight
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Altar Flowers
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and
in celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the Mitchell Youth Room
Given by: The five Mitchell children
of Larry Shellenberger and Eugene E. Mitchell
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Minister of Faith Formation - Lindsey Spies
Music Coordinator - Maureen Holmes
Organist/Pianist - Mason Moss
Chancel Choir
Lector/Liturgist - Carol Freeman
Hosts - Pam Wendt & Marcia Renaud
FCCLive - Amber Moore

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Lindsey Spies
Minister of Faith Formation
and Pastoral Care

lindsey.spies@fccmoline.org

Maureen Holmes
Chancel Choir Director
maureen@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Mason Moss
Organist/Pianist
mason@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Matt Dies
Custodian
custodian@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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