Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 11th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

Covid Precautions
Although we are no longer requiring masks inside our building, we encourage
you to wear a mask and practice social distancing while inside the church
building.
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* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.

Children, Worship & Activity Bags
Hello, One Human Family!!!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things:
1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here!
2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship
bags available in the back.
3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and
we won’t get offended.
4) On Communion Sundays, you and all are welcome to come to the table for
communion. Wine and juice are available.
Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.
Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.
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Gathering As God’s People
Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Passing of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all!
And also with you!
Prelude

Be Thou My Vision arr. Hopson

*Call To Worship
Rejoice with me, people of God.
God has gathered us in from the wilderness.
Rejoice with me, people of God.
God has swept away the darkness of the night.
Rejoice with me, people of God.
Today, there is joy in the presence of the angels.
Gathering Song

Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good
(Music on the next page)
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Sing Praise to God, Our Highest Good
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Preparing Our Hearts
Opening Prayer
Let us pray.
Into this holy place, we have come, gracious God.
This is not our church but yours.
We cannot claim our world; it is a trust from your hand.
Our lives, our health, our length of days
Call forth our stewardship.
We are managers, not owners, so we come to you now to give account,
To seek the courage to release trust in our power,
And to lean faithfully into yours. Amen.
Confession
God,
We have not managed well the wealth of the earth,
which is our trust from you.
We have modified your commands to suit our own egos and desires.
We have wasted resources
while hoarding for our own use what is meant for all to enjoy.
Our concerns are narrow and our compassion is weak.
We are restless and unfulfilled for we have not tried your ways.
Forgive us, we pray, and lead us into your new day.
Let the confusion and despair of your former ways melt into trust in
a God who cares.
Rest in God’s lap, trusting in the forgiveness
and new life offered to you in this moment.
Go forward with renewed commitment to follow the gospel.
Amen.
Special Music

Chancel Choir
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Listening To God’s Word
Children’s Time
Scripture	Amos 8:4-7
A reading from the book of Amos.
Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
saying, ‘When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practise deceit with false balances,
buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.’
The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 113

Praise the Lord Who Lifts Up the Poor (Orin Johnson)

Verse 1: Praise, praise, you servants of the Lord,
Praise the name of the Lord.
Blessed be the name of the Lord
both now and for ever.
Verse 2: High above the nations is the Lord;
above the heavens is his glory.
Who is like the Lord, our God,
who is enthroned on high
and looks upon the heavens and earth below?
Verse 3: He raises up the lowly from the dust;
from the dung-hill he lifts up the poor
to seat them with princes,
with the princes of his own people.
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Scripture

Luke 16:1-13

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager,
and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his
property. So he summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear
about you? Give me an account of your management, because you cannot
be my manager any longer.” Then the manager said to himself, “What will
I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so
that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their
homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first,
“How much do you owe my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive
oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.”
Then he asked another, “And how much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred
containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty.”
And his master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted
shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their
own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they
may welcome you into the eternal homes.
‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?
And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will
give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Becky David
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Responding To God’s Word
Song of Preparation

Jesus, I Live To You
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Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Let us now offer before God our tithes and offerings.
Offering
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Let us pray.
Because we have been blessed by you Creator God,
We are privileged to share our bounty with those who have less.
May this simple gesture of giving resound through our being,
Giving us courage to sow justice from our bounty. Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song

My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
(Music on the next page)

*Benediction
Postlude

Give to Our God Immortal Praise arr. Cherwien
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My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less
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Altar Flowers
The altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in
loving memory of our parents: Fran and Bud Larsen and
Vivian and Dick Jones
Given by: Virginia and Alan Larsen
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Music Director - Trent Teske
Organist/Pianist - Marcia Renaud
FCCLive - Amber Moore
Reader - Phil Koenig
Hosts - Cliff & Heather Carlson
Next Week Serving in Worship
Reader - Carol Freeman
Hosts - Pam Wendt & Lucy Manis

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Trent Teske
Music Director & Chancel Choir Director
music@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Marcia Renaud
Organist/Pianist
marcia.renaud@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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