Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 16th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

Covid Precautions
Although we are no longer requiring masks inside our building, we encourage
you to wear a mask and practice social distancing while inside the church
building.
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Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge, Palace of the Facets, Kremlin (1881).
from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN.
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* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.

Children, Worship & Activity Bags
Hello, One Human Family!!!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things:
1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here!
2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship
bags available in the back.
3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and
we won’t get offended.
4) On Communion Sundays, you and all are welcome to come to the table for
communion. Wine and juice are available.
Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.
Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we would be
honored to speak with you. Contact Pastor Becky by phone or email.
(309)-762-0787 becky.david@fccmoline.org.
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Gathering As God’s People
Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Passing of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all!
And also with you!
Prelude

Thy Word arr. Mark Hayes

*Call To Worship
No matter how far from God we seem to be,
We do not lose heart.
For the days are surely coming, says the Lord.
No matter how many obstacles we face in life, in the church,
We do not lose heart:
For the days are surely coming, says the Lord.
No matter how hard it is to continually pray and work for justice,
We do not lose heart:
For the days are surely coming, says the Lord.
When I will forgive and restore my people;
When I will equip them for every good work;
And when I will grant justice,
For I hear their cries day and night.
Gathering Song

Bring Many Names
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Bring Many Names
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Preparing Our Hearts
Opening Prayer
O God, who writes on our hearts,
You have never abandoned us.
In amazing and persistent grace,
You have kept covenant with us.
We thank you for loving us even when we have not loved you.
We long to behold the day of your appearing,
Even as we stand now in view of your kingdom,
Promised and made present in Christ Jesus,
In whose name we wait and pray. Amen.
Confession
The new covenant God has made with Israel, and with us,
Begins in forgiveness.
We confess our sins to God, trusting that God will forgive us
And remember our sins no more.
Gracious God,
We confess that we do not keep your word,
Instead we turn away from your demanding truth
And wander toward easier options.
Forgive us, we pray.
Tune our ears to the sound of your justice.
Turn our hearts to your commandments and words of grace.
Special Music

Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy - Arr. Kevin Stewart
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Listening To God’s Word
Children’s Time
Confirmation Class Dedication

Abby Stickell

Scripture

Jeremiah 31:27-34

A reading from the book of Jeremiah.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel
and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals.
And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and break down, to
overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to
plant, says the Lord. In those days they shall no longer say:
‘The parents have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’
But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour
grapes shall be set on edge.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to
bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I
was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to
each other, ‘Know the Lord’, for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and
remember their sin no more.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119

Verse 1:

Verse 2:
Verse 3:
Verse 4:

Happy Are Those Who Follow

Happy are they whose way is blameless,
who walk in the law of the Lord.
Happy are they who observe his decrees,
who seek him with all their heart.
Happy are they who walk in the law of the Lord.
You have commanded that all your precepts be kept with diligence.
O, that I might be strong in the ways of keeping to your law.
Happy are they who walk in the law of the Lord.
Be good to your servant that I may live, may live to keep your word.
Open my heart that I may consider the wonders of your law.
Happy are they who walk in the law of the Lord.
Instruct me, O God, in the way of your statutes,
that I may exactly observe them.
Give me discernment, that I may observe your law.
Give me discernment to keep it with all my heart.
Happy are they who walk in the law of the Lord.
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Scripture

Luke 18:1-8

A reading from the book of Luke
Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to
lose heart. He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, “Grant me justice against my opponent.” For a
while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will
grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.”
’ And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay
long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Michael Dyer
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Responding To God’s Word
Song of Preparation

Take My Life, God, Let It Be
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Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.
Offering

‘Tis so Sweet to Trust in Jesus - Terry Osman

Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God,
Use these offerings, we pray
In service of the justice you are establishing
Through your kingdom in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

*Benediction
Postlude

Postludium Gordon Young
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MINISTRY & SERVICE

God,
Whose
Giving
Knows
NoNo
Ending
God,
Whose
Giving
Knows
Ending572
1 God, whose giv ing knows no end ing, from your rich and end less store:
2 Skills and time are ours for press ing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
3 Trea sure, too, you have en trust ed, gain through powers your grace con ferred;

na ture’s won der, Je sus’ wis dom, cost ly cross, grave’s shat tered door,
all at peace in health and free dom, rac es joined, the Church made one.
ours to use for home and kin dred, and to spread the Gos pel Word.

gift ed by you, we turn to you, of fering up
our selves in
Now di rect our dai ly la bor, lest we strive for self a
O pen wide our hands in shar ing, as we heed Christ’s age less

thank ful song shall rise for
born with tal ents, make us
heal ing, teach ing, and re

WORDS: Robert L. Edwards (1915- ), alt.
MUSIC: C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918)

praise;
lone;
call,

ev er, gra cious do nor of our days.
ser vants fit to an swer at your throne.
claim ing, serv ing you by lov ing all.
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RUSTINGTON
8.7.8.7.D.

Altar Flowers
The altar flowers are given in loving memory of
Hilton and Beatrice Joy Simpson
Given by: Kristi Bailey and family
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Michael Dyer
Music Director - Trent Teske
Campanella Ringers Director - Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers
Organist - Marcia Renaud
FCCLive - Amber Moore
Readers - Rachel Dyer
Hosts - Lily & Josh Dyer
Serving Next Week
Reader - Heather Carlson

First Congregational Church Staff
Rev. Rebecca David
Interim Pastor
becky.david@fccmoline.org

Amber Moore - Office Manager
Director of Marketing/Communications
office@fccmoline.org

Trent Teske
Music Director & Chancel Choir Director
music@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Marcia Renaud
Organist/Pianist
marcia.renaud@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org
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