Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost

October 30th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona
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Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we
would be honored to speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help you get
connected to a pastor. (309)-762-0787 admin@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.

Children, Worship & Activity Bags
Hello, One Human Family!!!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things:
1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here!
2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship
bags available in the back.
3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and
we won’t get offended.
4) On Communion Sundays, you and all are welcome to come to the table for
communion. Wine and juice are available.
Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.
Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
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Gathering As God’s People
Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Passing of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all!
And also with you!
Prelude

In Christ Alone arr. Labenske

*Call To Worship
Quiet your mind, still your restlessness. Come before God.
Like a bird that lights on a branch,
We come to the pause of God.
Warm your heart, stir up your spirit.
Come before God.
Like the flame dancing on a candle’s wick,
We come to the dance of God.
Open your hands, meet the eyes of your neighbors.
Come before God.
Like snowflakes falling in a winter night,
Beautiful alone, deep when gathered,
We fall into the presence of God.
Gathering Song

Bring Many Names
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Bring Many Names
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Preparing Our Hearts
Opening Prayer
Let us pray.
God, we need peace So we come for quiet.
We need joy So we come for singing.
We need to let things go So we come for forgiveness.
We need hopeSo we come for scripture and community.
We come this morning from our own agendas Help us to leave with the blessings we long for
And your unexpected gifts. Amen.
Special Music

Great Is Thy Faithfullness
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Listening To God’s Word
Children’s Time
Scripture	Isaiah 1:10-18
A reading from the book of Isaiah.
Hear the word of the Lord,
you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God,
you people of Gomorrah!
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices?
says the Lord;
I have had enough of burnt-offerings of rams
and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs, or of goats.
When you come to appear before me,
who asked this from your hand?
Trample my courts no more;
bringing offerings is futile;
incense is an abomination to me.
New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—
I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.
Your new moons and your appointed festivals
my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me,
I am weary of bearing them.
When you stretch out your hands,
I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers,
I will not listen;
your hands are full of blood.
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Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;
remove the evil of your doings
from before my eyes;
cease to do evil,
learn to do good;
seek justice,
rescue the oppressed,
defend the orphan,
plead for the widow.
Come now, let us argue it out,
says the Lord:
though your sins are like scarlet,
they shall be like snow;
though they are red like crimson,
they shall become like wool.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 16

You Will Show Me the Path of Life (Haugen)

Verse 1:

Faithful God, I look to you, you alone my life and fortune,
Never shall I look to other gods, you shall be my one hope.

Verse 2:

From of old you are my heritage, you my wisdom and my safety,
Through the night you speak within my heart, silently you teach me.

Verse 3:

So my heart shall sing for joy, in your arms I rest securely,
You will not abandon me to death, you shall not desert me.

• 9 •

Scripture

Luke 19:1-10

A reading from the book of Luke
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was
short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him,
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay
at your house today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All
who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one
who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of
my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone
of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him,
‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Becky David
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Zacchaeus, come down!
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Ritual of Release
Leader: Our church family is constantly changing…
People come and go. Babies are born. Children grow up.
People commit themselves to one another.
Loved ones and friends among us come to the end of their lives.
Individuals move into our community and church life.
Others leave us, moving away to new places, new experiences, and new
opportunities.
It is important and right that we recognize these times of passage,
of endings and beginnings.
Today we share the time of farewell with Pastor Becky, who is leaving.
On December 1, 2020, this local church called Rev. Becky David to serve as
Interim Pastor.
Rev. Becky: I thank FCC, its members and friends,
for the love, kindness, and support shown me these last 22 months.
I ask forgiveness for the mistakes I have made.
I am grateful for the ways my leadership has been accepted.
As I leave, I carry with me all that I have learned here.
ALL: We receive your thankfulness, offer forgiveness,
and accept that you now leave to minister elsewhere.
We express our gratitude for your time among us.
We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes.
Your influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave us at your
departure.
Rev. Becky: I forgive you and accept your gratitude,
Trusting that our time together and our parting are pleasing to God.
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Vows of Release
Leader: Do you, members and friends of First Congregational United Church
of Christ, release Rev. Becky from the duties of Interim Pastor?
All: We do, with the help of God.
Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for her ministry as it unfolds in
new ways?
All: We do, with the help of God.
Leader: Do you, Rev. Becky, release this local church from turning to you and
depending on you?
Rev. Becky: I do, with the help of God.
Leader: Do you offer your encouragement for the continued ministry here
and on the relationship with another who will come to serve?
Rev. Becky: I do, with the help of God.
Conference Representative:
On behalf of the Illinois Conference and the United Church of Christ,
I witness to the words spoken:
Words of thankfulness, forgiveness, and release.
The member churches of our association and conference hold each of you in
prayer.
We pledge our support in the transitions signified in this service.
Thanks be to God.
Leader: Let us pray.
O God, we give thanks for remembered times
When we, together, have shared the life of faith.
We thank you for the moments we have shared with Pastor Becky
in worship, in learning, and in service.
We pray that Becky will be aware of your Spirit’s guidance
As she moves to new and unknown places,
In the name of Jesus the Savior. Amen
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Responding To God’s Word
Shadow and Substance

Song of Preparation	Shadow and Substance

• 14 •

Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Let us honor God with our tithes and offerings.
Offering
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song
*Benediction
Postlude

Lead Us From Death to Life
Rev. Kathy Lawes,
IL Conference Associate Conference Minister
All Creatures of Our God and King arr. Hopson
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Lead Us From Death to Life
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Altar Flowers
The altar flowers are given in loving memory of
Louie and Mayola Schippers
Given by: Steve and Judy Schippers
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Becky David
Music Director - Trent Teske
Organist - Marcia Renaud
FCCLive - Amber Olson
Reader - Phil Koenig
Hosts - Diann Moore & Steve Schippers
Congregational Representative - Josh Dyer
Conference Representative - Kathy Lawes, Associate Conference Minister, Illinois
Conference UCC
Serving Next Week
Mary Newcomb
Sunny Moorhusen
First Congregational Church Staff
Trent Teske
Music Director & Chancel Choir Director
music@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Marcia Renaud
Organist/Pianist
marcia.renaud@fccmoline.org

Layne Porembski
Temp Office Manager
Marketing@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org
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