Reign of Christ Sunday

November 20th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona
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Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we
would be honored to speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help you get
connected to a pastor. (309)-762-0787 admin@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.

Children, Worship & Activity Bags
Hello, One Human Family!!!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things:
1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here!
2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship
bags available in the back.
3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and
we won’t get offended.
4) On Communion Sundays, you and all are welcome to come to the table for
communion. Wine and juice are available.
Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.
Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
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Gathering As God’s People
Prelude

‘Fanfare’ From the Thanksgiving Suite Charles Callahan

Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
*Call To Worship
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
For God has looked favorably on God’s people and redeemed them
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
For God has called us God’s own beloved and called each of us by name.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
For God has blessed God’s creation and called us to worship.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel!
*Gathering Song

We Gather Together
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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We Gather Together
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Preparing Our Hearts
*Opening Prayer
Please join me in the opening prayer.
God of all times and places,
Be with us in this time and place.
Just as you have spoken to your people through prophets and poets,
We pray that we might hear the Word you speak to us today.
Just as you have called your people to action the midst of your
creation,
We pray that we might have feet to walk and hands to reach out.
For the sake of your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.
*Confession
We do not confess our sins in the hope of forgiveness;
We confess our sins with the certainty of forgiveness.
For the apostle Paul assures us
That we have been rescued from the power of darkness,
And transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved son,
In whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
And so with that promise, that assurance, that redemption
We confess our sins before God and one another.
Holy God,
We confess that we have neglected to declare
Jesus the model for our lives.
We have been quick to call on others
To follow the ways of Christ yet slow to do the same.
We have been bold in demanding generosity, mercy, and forgiveness
Yet quiet when it comes to offering inclusion, love, and compassion.
Forgive us, O God.
Restore in us, yet again, the commitment to be more Christlike
In word, in deed, and in spirit. Amen.
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*Passing of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all!
And also with you!

Listening To God’s Word
Children’s Time
Scripture

Jeremiah 23:1-6

A reading from the book of Jeremiah
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the Lord. Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock,
and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will
attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. Then I myself will gather
the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and
I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I
will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not
fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall
execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called:
‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 46
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.
Come, behold the works of the Lord;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.
‘Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.’
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The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Scripture

Colossians 1:11-20

A reading from the book of Colossians
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious
power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while
joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him
all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers--all things have been
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him
all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first
place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
Praise to you O Christ.
Special Music

We Gather Together (Kremser)
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*Scripture

Luke 23:33-43

A reading from the book of Luke
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[ Then Jesus
said, ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’]] And
they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but
the leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he
is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming
up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews,
save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the
Jews.’
One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and
saying, ‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other
rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same
sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly,
for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
Paradise.’The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Lisa Williams
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Responding To God’s Word
Song of Preparation

Crown Him with Many Crowns
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Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings
Offering

Holy Manna - Judy Phillips

Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication
Gracious God,
Because you have loved us,
We offer these gifts for your hurting and broken world.
May they be multiplied to do your service.
May we be strengthened to do your work.
In the name of Jesus the Christ,
Who multiplied small gifts and fed multitudes. Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song

How Firm a Foundation

*Benediction
Postlude

‘Thanksgiving’ From the Thanksgiving Suite Charles Callahan
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How Firm a Foundation
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Pastor Lisa Williams
Music Director - Trent Teske
Organist - Marcia Renaud
Campanella Ringers Director - Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers
FCCLive - Amber Olson
Reader - Michael Sommers
Hosts - Sunny Moorhusen, Heather Carlson
Serving Next Week Dana Martin

First Congregational Church Staff
Trent Teske
Music Director & Chancel Choir Director
music@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Marcia Renaud
Organist/Pianist
marcia.renaud@fccmoline.org

Layne Porembski
Temporary Office Manager
marketing@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org
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