First Sunday of Advent

November 27th, 2022

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of
Christ as your place of worship. No matter where you come from or how long
you have been away - welcome home.
We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are welcome to
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit:
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona
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Let Us Support You
We are here to support you on your journey in faith. Reach out to us, we
would be honored to speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help you get
connected to a pastor. (309)-762-0787 admin@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.

Children, Worship & Activity Bags
Hello, One Human Family!!!
Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things:
1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here!
2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship
bags available in the back.
3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and
we won’t get offended.
4) On Communion Sundays, you and all are welcome to come to the table for
communion. Wine and juice are available.
Restrooms
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library.
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the
kitchen.
Coat racks
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host
for assistance.
FCC Live
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live. Please help
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details.
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Gathering As God’s People
Prelude

O Come, O Come Emmanuel Rudolf Moser

Welcome and Announcements
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who
you are or where you are in life’s journey...
You are welcome here!
Candle Lighting Liturgy
Leader: Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were
asked the question, “What gives you hope?” Hear their answers:
Reader 1: My two-year-old son
Reader 2: Dogs wagging their tails.
Reader 1: Talking with young people.
Reader 2: Kindness from strangers.
Reader 1: Spending time in the woods.
Reader 2: Waffles.
Reader 1: Hands clasped in prayer.
Reader 2: Social progress.
Reader 1: Hearing children in the pews sing the hymns.
Reader 2: The sunrise every single morning.
Reader 1: What gives you hope?
Reader 2: Today we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that God is at
work in this world.
Leader: From generation to generation, God has brought good news of love and
compassion, justice and community. Let us rest and abide in that good news.
Amen.
*Gathering Song

Prepare The Way, O Zion
(Music on the next page)
* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit
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Prepare the Way, O Zion
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Preparing Our Hearts
*Opening Prayer
God of the ages,
in scripture we hear stories of people like us—
ordinary people,
people who longed to know you,
people who longed to follow you,
people who made mistakes,
people who tried to grow—
In scripture we hear stories of people like us,
so just as you walked with them,
help us to hear and remember
all the ways that you walk with us.
We are listening.
We are grateful.
We are yours. Amen.
Call To Confession
In God’s house, everyone is welcome—
those who seem like they have it all together,
and those who feel like their world is falling apart.
No matter who we are, there’s room for us here.
With that confidence, we turn to God in prayer, speaking the truth of our
lives.
Let us pray:

• 6 •

Prayer of Confession
God of today and God of tomorrow,
you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Our lives are too messy.”
You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.”
You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.”
But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.”
God of today and God of tomorrow,
we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here.
Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you.
Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best.
Help us remember, today and tomorrow,
There’s room for every story. Amen.
Words of Forgiveness
Community of Faith,
We who feel scattered are held together.
We who have lost our way are forgiven and found.
And we who are lonely are brought into the fold and are told,
“There’s room for you here.”
From generation to generation, this is the good news of the gospel.
In Jesus Christ we are held, forgiven, found, and welcomed.
Thanks be to God! Amen.
Special Music					

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

*Passing of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all!
And also with you!
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Listening To God’s Word
Children’s Time
Scripture	Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from the book of Isaiah
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me,
Let us go to the house of the Lord.
Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the Lord.
For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the Lord our God,
I will seek to do you good.
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Scripture	Matthew 24:36-44
A reading from the book of Matthew
‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them
all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in
the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore,
for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this:
if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming
at an unexpected hour.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to O Christ.
Sermon

Rev. Carol Holtz-Martin
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Responding To God’s Word
Song of Preparation	O Come, O Come Emmanuel
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Pastoral Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Invitation to the Offering
Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings
Offering
Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and
place it in the offering plate for attendance. Thank you!!!
Hosts will collect the offering.
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.
*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song	People, Look East
*Benediction
Postlude

Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates arr. Jan Bender
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People, Look East
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Worship Leaders Serving Today
Rev. Carol Holtz-Martin
Music Director - Trent Teske
Organist - Marcia Renaud
FCCLive - Amber Olson
Reader - Dana Martin, Emilia Deem, Adelyn Deem, and Hailey Deem
Host - Sunny Moorhusen
Serving Next Week

First Congregational Church Staff
Trent Teske
Music Director & Chancel Choir Director
music@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson
Office Administrative Assistant
admin@fccmoline.org

Marcia Renaud
Organist/Pianist
marcia.renaud@fccmoline.org

Layne Porembski
Temporary Office Manager
marketing@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long
Campanella Ringers Director
gail@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta
Financial Manager
sara@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson
Red Wagon Preschool Director
amanda@fccmoline.org

Jennifer Dailing
Bookkeeper
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org
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