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Welcome
thank you for worShiping with uS!

We are honored that you have chosen First Congregational United Church of 
Christ as your place of worship.  No matter where you come from or how long 
you have been away - welcome home.  

We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting with all people regardless 
of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity.  All people are welcome to 
participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and 
leadership of the congregation. For more information please visit: 
ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona 
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Let uS Support you

We are here to support you on your journey in faith.  Reach out to us, we 
would be honored to speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help you get 
connected to a pastor.     (309)-762-0787       admin@fccmoline.org.

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit 
Please join us in reading the bold responses printed in your bulletin.



•  3  •

chiLdren, worShip & activity bagS

Hello, One Human Family!!!

Thank you for worshipping with us today! Here are a few important things: 

1) No matter who you are or where you are in life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

2) If you have children and are nervous about them being loud, let us help you. The 
space to the right of the sanctuary is set up for kids and you. We also have worship 
bags available in the back. 

3) For you, check out the color page in the bulletin and the colored pencils in the 
pews. Leadership knows that listening and keeping our hands busy is valuable and 
we won’t get offended.

4) On Communion Sundays, you and all are welcome to come to the table for 
communion. Wine and juice are available.

reStroomS 
Restrooms on the main level are located out the side exit through the library. 
Restrooms on the lower level are located through the dining room, across from the 
kitchen. 

coat rackS 
Coat racks are located at the Tower Door, Main Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and 
on the Lower Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary Feel free to ask a Host 
for assistance.

fcc Live 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook Live and YouTube Live.  Please help 
support this ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The two sections behind 
the cross aisle are reserved for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 
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Gathering As God’s People
preLude Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland arr. Jeffrey Blersch

weLcome and announcementS

Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who 
you are or where you are in life’s journey...

You are welcome here!

candLe Lighting Liturgy

Leader: Over a hundred people, from the ages of two to eighty years old, were 
asked the question, “What are you afraid of?” From the voices of different 
generations, hear their answers:

Reader 1: Not being enough.

Reader 2: Not making enough of a difference.

Reader 1: Falling down.

Reader 2t: That we will forget we belong to one another.

Reader 1: Climate change.

Reader 2: My child having to learn gun violence drills at school

Reader 1: Not having someone to take care of me; not having someone who 
knows my stories. Teenager: My mental health slipping.

Reader 2: Ending up alone.

Reader 1: Nightmares.

Reader 2: Stopping short of following God all the way.

Reader 1: Today we light the candle of peace, because we so desperately need 
God’s peace in the midst of all we fear.

Another worship leader or reader lights the candle.

Leader: May this light be a reminder that Christ is coming.God was with 
generations before,God is with us today, and God will be with us tomorrow. Even 
now, God is on the way. Amen 

gathering Song  I Come with Joy
(Music on the next page)

* Indicates when to stand in body or spirit 
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I Come with Joy
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Preparing Our Hearts
opening prayer 

Holy God,
whether it’s through angels or music,
friendships or sermons,
study or nature—
when you speak,
we long to hear it.
In a world as chaotic and broken as ours,
we could use your words of hope and healing. 
Open our ears and hearts as we gather today.
With gratitude we pray, amen. 

caLL to confeSSion

Fear can be a good thing. 
It can help us be attentive while driving down the highway. 
It can alert us to possible accidents. It can motivate us to do our best.
However, fear can also be harmful.
For so many of us, fear of the other, fear of failure, or fear of the unknown 
has led us to make sinful choices in our lives—
choices such as building walls or tearing others down.
Today, in confession, we ask for mercy and pray for guidance. 
As we confess, we come before an entirely merciful and loving God 
who says to us, “Do not be afraid.” Let us pray: 

prayer of confeSSion

Patient God,
you know just how often 
we make decisions from a place of fear rather than love. 
You know just how often
we allow fear to take the place of logic,
fanning unhealthy fires in our lives.
You know just how often
we tuck your words, “Do not be afraid”
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on dusty shelves and in the back of closets,
stubbornly holding onto our own point of view.
Forgive us for giving fear the microphone.
Silence the voices of scarcity, shame, and rejection, 
which spark and feed so much of our fear,
to recenter us in love.
With hope we pray, amen. 

wordS of forgiveneSS

People of God,
even when we forget God’s words,
God does not forget us.
Even when we lose our way,
God does not lose us.
Even when we fall short or make mistakes, God forgives and holds onto us.
We are known, forgiven, and loved. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

SpeciaL muSic A Shoot Shall Come Forth
Chancel Choir

*paSSing of peace

The peace of Christ be with you all!

And also with you!

Listening To God’s Word 
chiLdren’S time

Scripture  iSaiah 11:1-10

A reading from the book of Isaiah

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
   the spirit of counsel and might,
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
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His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
   or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
   and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
   their young shall lie down together;
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
   on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
   as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

pSaLm 72 

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;

that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;

that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

Let him defend the needy among the people,
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rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,

from one  generation to another.
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,

like showers that water the earth.
In his time may the righteous flourish;

and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
May he rule from sea to sea,

and from the river Euphrates to the ends of the earth.
May his foes bow down before him,

and his enemies lick the dust.
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute,

and the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.
May all kings bow down before him,

and all the nations do him  service.
For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress,

the oppressed, and those who have no helper.
He has compassion on the lowly and poor,

and preserves the lives of the needy.
From oppression and violence he redeems their lives,

and precious is their blood in his sight.
Long may he live! And may there be given to him gold of Sheba;

may prayer be made for him always, and may they bless him all the day 
long.

May there be an abundance of grain in the land, growing thick even on the hilltops;
may its fruit flourish like Lebanon, and may people flourish in cities like 
the grass of the field.

May the king’s name remain forever and be established as long as the sun endures;
may all the nations bless themselves in him and call him blessed.

Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!

And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.
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Scripture matthew 3:1-12

A reading from the book of Matthew

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
   make his paths straight.” ’

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and 
all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and 
they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said 
to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire.

‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he 
will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to O Christ.

Sermon  Rev. Connie Leader

Responding To God’s Word
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Song of preparation Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming
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paStoraL prayer

Lord’S prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

invitation to the offering 

Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings

offering  Lucent arr. David Lasky

Please fill out the tear off in the Bridge and  
place it in the offering plate for attendance. Thank you!!!

Hosts will collect the offering.  
Alternatively you can give online by scanning the QR Code.

*doxoLogy  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication

One:  Let us pray.

Many: Holy God,
 You are our home.
 You and your goodness are the place we return to, 
 the place we long to lay our head. 
 So today as we offer you these gifts, 
 we pray that you would take this offering
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 and turn it into ministry. 
 Use these gifts to transform the world we live in 
 to better reflect the home you have envisioned for us —
 a home of peace, a home built on the foundation of love.
 Gratefully we pray, amen.

Sharing At The Table
communion prayerS

Sharing of bread and wine  

Juice is clear; wine is red.

If you are worshiping at home
Offer to another a piece of bread or cracker saying,

“This is the body of Christ broken for you”.
Offer a cup of juice to another saying,

“This is the cup of salvation given for you”.

prayer of thankSgiving

Let us pray.
Thank you good and gracious God, for all of your gifts;
This table, this community, these new members of our faith community.
Together may we become more like you because of what we have shared 
today.
May our gratefulness compel our generosity in the world.  Amen.

Going Forth as Disciples
*Sending Song Savior Of the Nations Come

(music on next page)

*benediction 

As you leave this place, 
may you go knowing that from generation to generation,
we have been claimed and loved.
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From generation to generation,
God has been by our side.
From generation to generation, we are not alone.
The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 
knows you by name, loves you, 
and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 
love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.”
May it be so. Amen. 

poStLude Veni Emmanuel arr. John Leavitt
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Savior Of The Nations Come
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worShip LeaderS Serving today 
Rev. Connie Leader
Music Director - Trent Teske 
Organist - Mark Prebyl
FCCLive - Amber Olson
Reader -  Heather Carlson
Hosts -  Steve & Judy Schippers, Kim Fuller, Myles Wandrey

Serving Next Week
Reader - Mary Newcomb

firSt congregationaL church Staff

Trent Teske 
Music Director & Chancel Choir Director 
music@fccmoline.org

Marcia Renaud 
Organist/Pianist 
marcia.renaud@fccmoline.org

Gail Glockhoff-Long 
Campanella Ringers Director 
gail@fccmoline.org

Amanda Peterson 
Red Wagon Preschool Director 
amanda@fccmoline.org

Amber Olson 
Office Administrative Assistant 
admin@fccmoline.org

Layne Porembski
Temp. Office Manager
marketing@fccmoline.org

Sara Otta 
Financial Manager 
sara@fccmoline.org 

Jennifer Dailing 
Bookkeeper 
Bookkeeper@fccmoline.org


