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RESTROOMS 
Restrooms are located out the side exit through 
the library and on the lower level through the 
dining room, across from the kitchen. 

COAT RACKS
Coat Racks are located at the Tower Door, Main 
Sanctuary Doors by the elevator, and on the Lower 
Level at the bottom of the stairs to the sanctuary. 
Feel free to ask a Host for assistance. 

COLORED PENCILS
Colored pencils are in the pews for all to use. 
Feel free to color throughout these handouts. 
Leadership knows that listening and keeping our 
hands busy is valuable and we won’t get offended.

CHILDREN’S SPACE
If you have children and are nervous about them 
being loud, the space to the right of the sanctuary 
is set up for kids and you. We also have worship 
bags available in the back. 

COMMUNION
On Communion Sundays, all are welcome to come 
to the table for communion. Wine and juice are 
available.

We are honored to have you at First Congregational United Church of Christ - no matter where you 
come from or how long you have been away. We are an Open and Affirming church, covenanting 

with all people regardless of sexual orientation, gender expression or identity. All people are 
welcome to participate fully in the life of the church, including the rites, sacraments, and leadership 

of the congregation. For more information please visit: ucc.org/lgbt or fccmoline.org/ona

FCC LIVE 
Sunday worship is live streamed on Facebook 
Live and YouTube Live.  Please help support this 
ministry by sitting in the front two sections. The 
two sections behind the cross aisle are reserved 
for privacy. Visit fccmoline.org/fcclive for details. 

LET US SUPPORT YOU
We are here to support you on your journey in 
faith.  Reach out to us, we would be honored to 
speak with you. Contact the office and we’ll help 
you get connected to a pastor. 

Office Phone: (309)-762-0787   
Email: admin@fccmoline.org.

Welcome

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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Gathering As God’s People 

PRELUDE  “Prelude & fugue in C” - J.S. Bach

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Welcome to First Congregational United Church of Christ, where no matter who you are or where you 
are in life’s journey... You are welcome here!

CALL TO WORSHIP 
A voice of power and majesty calls out to us:
I am your God; I have called you in righteousness.

We are amazed that God knows us and calls us.
By God’s breath and spirit, we receive life.

God takes us by the hand and leads us.
In covenant with God, we extend light to the world.

Eyes are opened and prisoners are freed.
Justice and peace prevail, by God’s strength.

Worship with joy and give glory to God’s name.
Listen for the new thing God declares.

We remember that we have been baptized.
May We live as those with whom God is pleased.

*GATHERING SONG  “From Heaven Above” Hymn 54 

Preparing Our Hearts
OPENING PRAYER 

Come, Holy spirit, to dwell in us and among us. Make us more than dimly burning wicks, that we 
might share enough light to make a difference in your world. 

Where there is injustice, help us as we work to change the minds and hearts of those 
who benefit from it. Show us again the new possibilities you have in mind for us. May we 
reflect your peace amid the frantic busy pace of the marketplace. Amen

CALL TO CONFESSION
As we remember today the baptism of Jesus, we rejoice that we, too, have been baptized into the 
family of faith. Our lives have been committed to the way of Jesus. Yet, we have wandered from 
that way of life. Confession allows us to turn around and rediscover the paths God intends for us.
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of glory, we confess that our lives have not glorified you. God of justice, we admit our 
complicity with systems of injustice. God of light, we are aware of the shadows we create 
that keep others from seeing you. All-inclusive God, we repent of our narrow vision and 
our tendency to exclude. Purge us of the idols that keep us from full commitment to the 
way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
The prophets testify that all who believe in God’s messenger receive forgiveness of sin through his 
name. We believe that Jesus is that beloved messenger, with whom God is well pleased. Through 
this One on whom God’s spirit was poured out, like a descending dove, we know ourselves to be 
beloved by God, forgiven and freed from the bonds of sin.

*PASSING OF PEACE The peace of Christ be with you all... And also with you.

CHILDRENS’ TIME

Listening To God’s Word 
ISAIAH 42: 1-9   

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 
heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the LORD, who created 
the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives 
breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it:  I am the LORD, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 
people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.  I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I 
give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  See, the former things have come to pass, and new things 
I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

Thanks be to God

CHANCEL CHOIR “Shall We Gather at the River?” By Linda Spevacek 
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PSALM 29  
Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD 
glory and strength.

Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; worship 
the LORD in holy splendor.

The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory 
thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters.

The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the 
LORD is full of majesty.

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks 
the cedars of Lebanon.

He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a 
young wild ox.

The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the 
LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.

The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and strips 
the forest bare; and in his temple all say, “Glory!”

The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits 
enthroned as king forever.

May the LORD give strength to his people! May the LORD 
bless his people with peace!

MATTHEW 3:13-17  THE BAPTISM OF JESUS
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I 
need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us 
in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 
And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from 
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and 
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting 
on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you O Christ.
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Responding To God’s Word
SERMON  Baptism and Belonging

SONG OF PREPARATION  “When Jesus Came To Jordan” Hymn 72

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Let us offer to God our tithes and offerings.

Please fill out the tear offering the Bridge and place it in the offering plate for 
attendance. Thank you! Hosts will collect the offering.  Alternatively you can give 
online by scanning the QR Code.

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Let us pray.

We pray, O God, that our offerings delight you. We bring them to encourage all who 
work for justice and peace on our behalf, that they may not grow faint or be crushed by 
opposition. May the oppressed find healing, the discouraged receive hope, and those who 
are bound discover freedom, through and beyond our efforts. Amen
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Going Forth as Disciples
*SENDING SONG  “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized” Hymn 70

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE  ”Capriccio” - Merula 

Flowers
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